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DOWNTOWN 
MOVIN’ UP 

Skyscrapers tower over 
same old infrastructure 


GEHRY SUED! 

A Cracks at MIT cast doubt on 'Miss Brooklyn' 


By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Massachusetts Institute of Technolo- 
gy has sued Frank Gehry — the vision- 
ary behind Bruce Ratner’s Atlantic 
Yards — claiming that his three-year- 
old building on the Cambridge campus 
is cracking apart. 

The suit, which seeks unspecified 
damages, was filed last week in a 
Boston civil court. It charges that 
Gehry’s $300-miUion Stata Center (pic- 
tured), with a ziggurat design similar to 
his plans for the “Miss Brooklyn” tow- 
er at the gateway to the Atlantic Yards 


complex in Prospect Heights, is so rid- 
dled with cracks that mold has formed 
and drainage is backing up inside. 

“Gehry breached its duties by pro- 
viding deficient design services and 
drawings,” says the suit, which seeks 
damages and reimbursement of the 
$1.5 million that the institution of high- 
er learning spent to repair the damage. 

Gehry Partners, the architect’s Los 
Angeles-based firm, was paid $15 mil- 
lion for the Stata Center design. The in- 
novative building, which Gehry once 
said “looks like a party of drunken ro- 
bots got together to celebrate,” has been 
hailed by critics and its users since it 


opened in spring, 2004. 

But its janitors were never fans. 

Almost immediately, according to 
the suit, the center’s outdoor amphithe- 
ater began to crack due to drainage 
problems. And snow and ice slid dan- 
gerously down the angled roofs and 
piled up in ways that blocked emer- 
gency exits. 

Mold grew on the exterior and there 
were regular leaks in the roof, the suit 
continued. 

The suit also named Skanska Con- 
struction, the New Jersey-based firm 
that actually built the Stata Center. But 
a Skanska executive told the Boston 


Globe that the fault was in Gehry’s 
flawed plans, not in Skanska’s execu- 
tion of them. 

“This is not a construction issue, 
never has been,” said Paul Hewins, 
Skanska executive vice president. He 
told the Globe that Gehry rejected 
Skanska’s formal request to create a de- 
sign that included soft joints and a 
drainage system in the amphitheater, 
and “we were told to proceed with the 
original design.” 

As a result, Hewins said, Skanska 
spent “a few hundred thousand dollars” 
fixing the problem. 

See GEHRY on page 6 


Canadian birds invade Brooklyn 


By Carrie Laben 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

There are invaders pouring 
across the Canadian border, 
and Homeland Security is do- 
ing nothing to stop them. 

In fact, there could be one 
lurking outside your window 
right now, looking in with a 
dark and beady eye. 

Fortunately, they are about § 
four inches long and weigh half | 
an ounce — and the only living J 


things to which they pose a ma- 
jor threat are invertebrates. 

Red-breasted nuthatches are 
small, squat birds with chisel- 
shaped bills, known by their 
red and gray color scheme and 
black eye mask. With little 
fear of humans, they are 
known to perch within yards 
of observers while devouring 
insects and spiders. 

In good times, these birds 
make their homes in forests in 
Canada and high in the Rock- 


ies. But when the spruce and 
fir seeds on which they rely 
are scarce, they become 
refugees — and large numbers 
of birds search for the land of 
opportunity. 

Keen-eyed birdwatchers 
have already spotted the 
nuthatches in Prospect Park in 
August, according to the Cor- 
nell Laboratory of Ornitholo- 
gy’s eBird report. 

Once they’ve joined forces 
with the locals, they will typi- 


cally spend the winter living it 
up at bird feeders, and may 
linger well into the spring. 

So Brooklyn residents 
might as well get used to this 
latest invasion, at least for the 
next six months. If you see 
something, it’s no use to say 
something, except perhaps to 
your local bird club. 

Just be grateful that this isn’t 
an irruption year for gyrfalcons 
or snowy owls. Those jerks can 
wound a Yorkshire Terrier! 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Downtown Brooklyn’s biggest booster 
said this week that the development the 
area will experience in the next five years 
— adding more than 14,000 apartments, 
1,800 hotel rooms and 1.6 million square 
feet of office space — is happening faster 
than some of the neighborhood’s basic in- 
frastructure can handle. 


glitzy new face of the borough’s gateway in 
an Ian McKellen-narrated video presenta- 
tion last week, said he and his staff were on 
top of it. 

“There’s a need for ongoing attention and 
problem solving to 
happen,” said Chan. 
“And that’s some- 
thing that we are, 
and will be, focus- 
ing on.” 

Those words 
should come as 
some comfort to 
anyone who was 
taken aback by the 
sheer magnitude of 
the numbers pre- 
sented in last week’s video: By 2012, the 
Partnership anticipates 23 million square 
feet of new development in and around 
Downtown, including the 8.7-million- 
square-foot Atlantic Yards project. 

So much development, so little talk of 
how to handle its repercussions — the new 
train passengers, new pedestrians, new driv- 
ers, and all those toilet flushes, said Brad 
Lander, the director of the Pratt Center for 
Community Development. 

“The video contains nothing about how 
growth will work for residents of Brooklyn 
and how infrastructure issues will be ad- 
dressed,” he said. 

Indeed, policy wonks warn that such 
seismic shifts in the borough’s central busi- 
ness district will, at best, hamper, and at 
worst overwhelm, basic services. 

“It’s really going to be very difficult [for 
subways] to be able to accommodate that 
growth,” said Rae Zimmerman, director of 
See CHAN PLAN on page 6 


Flatbush Avenue is booming, and Downtown Brook- 
lyn Partnership President Joe Chan (inset) says he'll 
push the city for improved infrastructure to handle it. 


Sitt out at Coney Island 


Mayor plans to 
buy out Joe 

By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Mayor Bloomberg on Thursday brushed 
aside developer Joe Sitt’s plan to turn Coney 
Island into a Las Vegas-style playground on 
the Boardwalk — while proposing his own, 
remarkably similar plan. 

During a Brooklyn Chamber of Com- 
merce luncheon at Gargiulo’s restaurant, the 
mayor presented the city’s new vision for the 
19 blocks in and around the historic “Peo- 
ple’s Playground.” But for the 47 acres 
bounded by West 20th and West Eighth 
streets, Surf and Mermaid avenues, and the 
Boardwalk, Bloomberg’s vision mirrored 
Sitt’s plan to build a glamorous, $1.5-billion 


hotel, theme park and retail attraction. The 
city just doesn’t want Sitt to build it. 

“We [want] a developer who has real 
world-class experience,” said Deputy May- 
or Dan Doctoroff after the briefing. 

“It’s a very different business building a 
shopping center than building an amuse- 
ment area,” added Doctoroff, referring to 
Sitt’s experience in building malls. “[He] 
will be offered the opportunity to swap his 
property for another parcel or for cash.” 

That could cost the city hundreds of mil- 
lions, a source close to Sitt said. 

The announcement came four years after 
the city created the Coney Island Develop- 
ment Corporation to draw up a master plan 
the neighborhood. In those years, Sitt’s Thor 
Equities has been buying up plots of the 
amusement district between West Eighth 
and West 15th streets. 

The city’s proposal outlines three distinct 
sectors within Coney Island. The amuse- 


ment sector, much of which Sitt now owns, 
would be taken over by the city and rezoned 
to allow for a hotel alongside the rides. 

“We talked to some leading amusement 
developers around the world,” said Docto- 
roff. “There is definitely interest.” 

A second area — with no Boardwalk 
frontage and bounded by West 20th Street, 
Mermaid, Surf and Stillwell avenues — 
would be rezoned to lure developers into 
building 1,800 new apartments and 100,000 
square feet of retail space. 

The third sector, bounded by the Board- 
walk, West 19th and West 24th streets and 
Surf Avenue, much of which is currently 
mapped as parkland, would be de-mapped 
(pending Albany approval) to stimulate the 
private construction of 2,700 apartments and 
360,000 square feet of retail space. 

Sitt, for his part, said in a statement that he 
was “disappointed” but optimistic that a deal 
can be reached between him and the city. 




The man in the middle 


Democratic state committeeman Steve Cohn was in the center of it all at the breakfast he 
hosts every year on the Friday before Election Day at Junior's. Surrounding Cohn is Council 
Speaker Christine Quinn and a panoply of local pols. 


Bad art from 


S ome of the greatest works of 
modem art have been derided by 
the simplistic put-down, “My kid 
could do that.” 

So it’s refreshing to finally attend 
an art opening where no one’s kid 
could have done anything of the kind. 
I’m talking, of course, about the hottest 
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art exhibit in town, the Museum of 
Drunken Art, which is now gracing the 
walls of Freddy’s Bar in Prospect Heights. 

There’s Peter Teraberry’s “Bottle 
Head,” a paean to the drunken life of a 
young, stressed out urbanite. 

And there’s Sam Crees’s “Psycho- 
billy” (at right), which appears to be a 
cowboy-booted, banjo-playing testicle 
with stage fright. 

And let us not forget Tim Harrod’s 
“Filbert the Furry Friend,” who smiles 
and brays, “Hiya, kids! I wanna f— 
your mom!” (pen on napkin). 

No, my friends, you kids could not 
have done any of this (unless, of 
course, your kids are into your liquor 


good drunks 


cabinet, in which case someone should 
call ACS, not MOMA). 

And that’s because great drunken art 
often has an element of crassness, said 
Teraberry, who is not just a legend in 
the drunken art world, but also the 
“museum’s” “curator.” 

“The best drunken artists often re- 
turn repeatedly to the uncouth and the 
unrefined,” he said. “There’s often de- 
pictions of alienation” — though, he 
admitted, the inspiration is usually 
three parts Johnny Walker to one part 
Dear John letter. 

It’s undeniable that the history of 
modem art and the history of dmnken 
art are forever linked. Jackson Pollock, 
Francis Bacon, Picasso and, um, that 
other guy I can’t remember right now 
were drunk a lot of the time — and 
they did pretty good for themselves. 

See BAD ART on page 14 
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Got Lighting? 

We’re New York’s largest lighting store! 


WHERE TO GO 


EDITORS' PICKS 


SATURDAY 

November 1 0 



Ice dancing 

Tonight, the Iceland 
Dance Company makes 
its New York City debut 
at Brooklyn Center. While 
we would love it if they 
all would perform in 
swan dresses like Iceland's 
greatest export, Bjork, 
artistic director Katrin Hall 
insists they won't. Read 
more on page 1 1 . 

8 pm at Brooklyn Center for 
the Performing Arts at Brook- 
lyn College (2900 Campus 
Rd. at Hillel Place in Mid- 
wood). $25. For information, 
call (718) 951-4500 or visit 
www.brooklyncenteronline.org. 


SUNDAY 

November 1 1 

Napoleon 

complex 

Since there's no better 
way to cap off a hectic 
weekend than with a 
night of great music, 
drop into the Brooklyn 
Lyceum for the "Jazz on 
Sundays" series featuring 
the Randy Napoleon Trio. 



WEDNESDAY 

November 14 


THURSDAY FRIDAY 



Thunder 'Clap' 

Clap Your Hands Say 
Yeah hits Studio B 
tonight in support of its 


November 15 

All bets off 

What happens in Brook- 
lyn stays in Brooklyn at 
tonight's Brooklyn Arts 
Council "Cabaret" fund- 
raiser. Cocktails, an auc- 
tion and live entertain- 
ment featuring singer 
Renee Manning, saxo- 
phonist Sam Newsome 
and Vertical Player Reper- 
tory founder Judith Barnes 
(pictured) will add to the 


November 1 6 


Openers Quentin Stoltz- 
fus and Delta Spirit will 
warm up the Greenpoint 
crowd for the hometown 
hero headliners. 

8 pm at Studio B (259 Banker 
St. at Calyer Street in Green- 
point). $15 in advance, $17 at 
the door. For information, call 
(718) 389-1880 or visit 
www.clubstudiob.com. 




Last 'Tengo' 

The club might be brand 
new, but at the Music 
Hall of Williamsburg, the 
talent has only become 
better with age: Yo La 
Tengo, still rocking after 
two decades, headlines 
tonight's show. The three- 
some were playing indie 
rock before hipsters had 
even heard of Billyburg. 

8 pm at the Music Hall of 
Williamsburg (66 N. Sixth St. 
at Wythe Avenue). $25. For 

m usichallofwilliamsburg. com 


NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN 



The Victoria Collection 


Stirling Court 
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Normandie Court 


| MURRAY 
| F E I S S 


floor lamps • table lamps • lampshades 
repairs • ceiling fans • low voltage lighting 
MIRRORS • TABLES • DECORATIVE ACCESSORIES 



Everything in lighting. . . Discounted! 

1073 39th Street (718) 436-2207 

(corner Ft. Hamilton Pkwy) 
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OUTDOORS AND TOURS 

LITTLE BROWN BIRDS: Learn the difference 
between song sparrows, swamp sparrows 
and all the other brown birds. Noon. Salt 
Marsh Nature Center, 3302 Ave. U. (718) 
421-2021. Free. 

ANYPLACE TOUR: Audio walking tour about 
development and public space in Down- 
town Brooklyn. Noon to 2 pm; 1-hour tour 
begins every 5 minutes. Meet at tables at 
Willoughby and Adams streets to pick up 
materials. Bring a CD player or an MP3 
player with downloaded files from 
www.anyplacebrooklyn.com. Free. 

BAY RIDGE NORTH: Brooklyn Center for the 
Urban Environment hosts a walk through 
Bay Ridge including a visit to Owl's Head 
Park. $13, $10 members, $8 seniors and 
students. 2 pm to 4 pm. Meet at Fourth 
and Bay Ridge avenues, street level of the 
Bay Ridge Avenue station of the R train. 
(718) 788-8500, ext. 208. 

BIRDWATCHING: Learn about the birds of 
Prospect Park. Noon to 1 :30 pm. Enter 
park at Lincoln Road and Ocean Avenue. 
(718) 287-3400. 

PERFORMANCE 


HEIGHTS PLAYERS: present "The Prime of 
Miss Jean Brodie." $12, $10 seniors and 
children 12 and younger. 8 pm. 26 Willow 
PI. (718) 237-2752. 

GALLERY PLAYERS: presents "Yank! A New 
Musical." $18, $14 children and seniors. 2 
pm and 8 pm. 199 14th St. (212) 352-3101. 

BROOKLYN COLLEGE: Brooklyn College 
Department of Theater presents Anton 
Chekhov's "The Seagull." $12, $10 seniors, 
$5 students. 2 pm and 7:30 pm. George 
Gershwin Theater at Brooklyn College. Also, 
"The Fighting Days." $5. 2 pm and 7:30 pm. 
New Workshop Theater. Brooklyn College, 
one block from the intersection of Flatbush 
and Nostrand avenues. (718) 951-4500. 

LONG ISLAND UNIVERSITY: presents high 
school students in a jazz workshop. 2 pm. 
DeKalb Avenue and Flatbush Avenue 
Extension. (718) 488-1668. Free. 

ST. ANN'S WAREHOUSE: The National 
Theater of Scotland presents "Black Watch," 

orvthe grc^d^ a the^cottlsh S r^ii^nt en 



Bank-able art: Beginning Thursday, Nov. 15, Underbridge Pictures will 
exhibit work by Robert Goldstrom, including his iconic paintings of the 
Williamsburgh Savings Bank. 


fighting the war on terror. $47.50. 3 pm 
and 8 pm. 38 Water St. (718) 254-8779. 
PAPER MOON PLAYERS: presents "Music 

revue. Performance lncCdes™ngs from 


Broadway shows. $12. 3:30 pm and 8 
pm. Emmanuel Episcopal Church, 2635 
E. 23rd St., between Voorhies Avenue 
and Avenue Z. (718) 377-1342. 


CIVIC CALENDAR 




ents Mani in concert. $15, $10 seniors and 
students. 4 pm. 127 Kent St. (917) 670-6029. 

NEXT WAVE: presents "Borrowed Light," a 
dance and choral work, with choreography 
by Tero Saarinen. $20 to $45. 7:30 pm. 
Howard Gilman Opera House, 30 Lafayette 
Ave. Also, "Cast No Shadow," an evening 
of film and dance. $20 to $45. 7:30 pm. 
BAM pre-show talk "Epic Journeys." $10, 
$5 for Friends of BAM. 5 pm. BAM Harvey 
Theater, 651 Fulton St. (718) 636-4100. 

DOO WOP NIGHT: Church of St. Finbar hosts 
a show. $25. 7:30 pm. Bath Avenue and Bay 
20th Street. Call for tickets. (718) 236-3312. 

BARGEMUSIC: presents The Vertigo Quartet 
in a classical music concert with works by 
Chesky, Mendelssohn and Beethoven. $35, 
$30 seniors, $20 students. 8 pm. Fulton 
Ferry Landing, Old Fulton Street at the 
East River. (718) 624-2083. 

IMPACT THEATER: presents Eugene O'Neill's 
"Anna Christie." $15, $10 students and 
seniors. 8 pm. 190 Underhill Ave. (212) 
714-7102. 

MUSICAL: Narrows Community Theater pres- 
ents "The Music Man." $20, $15 seniors, 
students, children. 8 pm. St. Patrick's 
Auditorium, 97th Street and Fourth 
Avenue. (718) 482-3173. 

BCBC: Brooklyn Center for Performing Arts 
presents The Iceland Dance Company. $25. 
8 pm. Walt Whitman Theater, Brooklyn Col- 
lege, 2900 Campus Rd. at Hillel Place. (718) 
951-4500. 

BROOKLYN ARTS EXCHANGE: presents its 
new performance and discussion series 
featuring work by Radiohole, Joseph 
Silovsky and The National Theater of the 
USA. $15, $10 members, $8 low-income. 8 
pm. 421 Fifth Ave. (718) 832-0018. 

OTHER 


FITNESS FOR LIFE: Aviator Sports and 
Recreation hosts classes in slimnastics, 
strength and tone and self healing. Adults 

noon. Floyd Bennett Field, Hangar 5. (718) 
758-9800. Free. 


WEEKSVILLE FARMERS MARKET: Farm-fresh 
produce. 9 am to 1 pm. 1698 Bergen St., 
between Rochester and Buffalo avenues. 
(718) 788-8500. 





See 9 DAYS on page 11 
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Gingko stinks 
up Heights! 

Y ou can describe it as the smell 
of an overused litter box, a pile 
of rotting cheese or any Upper 
East Side sidewalk on a Friday 
night at 2 am. But regardless of 
how you sniff it, our neighborhood, 
notably on Hicks Street between 
Montague and Pierrepont streets, 
stinks thanks to the gingko. 

But like a well-aged French 
Camembert, the stench doesn’t tell 
the whole story. 

Yes, the massive gingko biloba 
trees are the root cause of the smell. 

It may have rubbery fanlike 
leaves and a striking canopy, but it 
drops globular stink bombs (its fruitlike seed pods, sometimes 
called nuts), onto the street. Pedestrians then end up smashing 
the pods into the concrete and releasing their stench. 

“Unlike human beings, with gingkos, it’s the female of the 
species that has the nuts,” joked Brooklyn’s star horticulturist, 
Wildman Steve Brill, who leads gingko-picking expeditions in 
the borough. And with the gingko trees currently at their season- 
al peak, there is no better time to pick their fruit. 

It may sound disgusting, but if you’re willing to plug your 
nose and don some rubber gloves, the vomit-inducing nut is a 
culinary delight. The gloves are to protect your hands from the 
potential rash that the fruit is known to cause. The nose plug, 
well, no explanation is needed. 

Once you’ve removed the seeds, carefully shell the nuts as 
not to smash them, and toast in a hot skillet, or in a 350-degree 
oven. Add some sea salt and voila, you have an addictive and 
classic Japanese bar snack straight from the streets. 

Brill loves the nut for its cheesy undertones, making it his fa- 
vorite ingredient for vegan cheese salad dressing. Just blend it 
with oil, vinegar and mellow miso for a creamy vegetable top- 
ping. 

You may have al- 
ready eaten the gingko 
without knowing it. 

It’s commonly used 
in Asian soup, stuffing, 
stir-fry, and desserts. 
You can even pick up 
canned or dried ginkgo 
nuts in most Asian gro- 

If you don’t have a 
chance to roast your first 
gingko nuts this fall, don’t 
despair. They’ve been 
around since the age of 
the dinosaurs, so it’s like- 
ly they are here to stay. 
“Gingkos are good 
for planting in urban areas because they are so hearty,” said 
landscape architect Stephanie Stillman. “They are pretty much 
resistant to pollution and pests.” 

Not surprisingly, the ginkgo is one of the top 10 street trees in 
the city, according to the Parks and Recreation Department. 

“We try to plant male trees, which do not bare fruit,” said Still- 
man. “But often you can’t determine the sex until it’s too late.” 
And that’s when we get to enjoy the smell that, according to 
Brill, once repelled dinosaurs. 

So next time you’re strolling down Hicks Street and you start 
to accuse that guy walking the dog ahead of you of not picking 
up after his mutt, remember the gingko nut. 

Now if only we could find something delicious inside the 
Gowanus Canal. 

Juliana Bunim is a writer who lives in Brooklyn Heights. 

THE KITCHEN SINK 

Crisis averted! On Election Day, the phones at The Brook- 
lyn Paper were ringing off the hook as voters complained of 
having to go through the metal detectors at the polling place in 
the Municipal Building. Turns out, it wasn’t a new policy, but 
“an overzealous security guard,” said a Board of Elections 
spokeswoman. The guard’s zealousness was curtailed quickly 
and voting continued without the third degree. ... VII Photo, a 
leading photo agency, signed a five-year lease for a 2396- 
square-foot space in 28 Jay St. in DUMBO. The agency plans to 
exhibit photography, open a bookstore and develop office space. 
. . . Paul Bettany was spotted again at Tazza cafe on Henry 
Street at Atlantic Avenue. This time, he ran in while spouse Jen- 
nifer Connelly kept the Prius running (but it’s a Prius, so there 
was no exhaust!). E-mail us at Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com. 
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This hotel would replace several houses on Duffield Street 
Downtown. 


‘Fischer’ price 
on Duffield 


By Adam F. Hutton 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Architect Karl Fischer got 
one step closer to building his 
dream hotel tower Downtown 
last month after V3 Hotel 
Management bought the VIM 
building on Duffield Street for 
$9.5 million. 

This is the 22-story hotel 
whose underground parking ga- 
rage would require the city to 
seize some homes and business- 
es on the symbolically named 
“Abolitionist Place.” Those 
buildings are believed by some 
to have served as stations on the 
Underground Railroad. 

The $40-million hotel will 
take the place of VIM, a two- 
story sneaker emporium, at 237 
Duffield St., and will include 
180 rooms and 17,000 square 
feet of “immaculately situated 
premier Downtown Brooklyn 
retail space,” according to V3’s 
Web site. 

It will also be “a fresh new 
addition to the ever-growing 
and expansive Downtown 
Brooklyn skyline,” according to 
the developer. 


At a presentation last week, 
the Downtown Brooklyn Part- 
nership said there would be 
1 ,803 new hotel rooms added to 
the area over the next five years. 

The Fischer building is the 
latest in a series of hotel proj- 
ects to come to Duffield Street 
since the city passed a Down- 
town Brooklyn upzoning in 
2004 that allowed for more 
high-rise buildings on low-rise 
streets like Duffield. 

Developer John Lam is 
building twin hotel towers at the 
comer of Willoughby — half a 
block from the Fischer building. 
The Lam-built hotels, like V3’s 
Hotel Indigo, will both be luxu- 
ry brands. One will carry the 
Sheraton name, the other will be 
an “Aloft” hotel, an offshoot of 
the W brand. 

Together the three towers 
will have almost 700 rooms. 

Fischer, a Montreal-based ar- 
chitect, opened his New York 
office in 1999. His Brooklyn 
projects include four sleek con- 
do towers on Williamsburg’s 
Bayard Street and two 15-story 
residential towers on the water- 
front in Greenpoint. 


City readin’, wiltin’ and ratin’ 


By Zachary Kolodin 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

Parents all over Brooklyn were no doubt scratching their heads 
over the city’s new progress report cards — “How could PS 107 
get an ‘A’ while PS 321 got a ‘B’?” some Park Slope parents 
muttered; “And what’s with that ‘C’ for PS 8 in Brooklyn 
Heights?” others groused — but the grades should not be taken 
as the final word on school quality, the Department of Education 
said this week. 

Rather, the grades reflect a combination of school environment, 
student achievement, and most importantly, student progress, which 
determines 55 percent of the grade and measures yearly gains in 
reading and math. 

The reason some schools didn’t receive as high a grade as expect- 
ed is because so much weight is given to a school’s increase in test 
scores. So already excellent schools like PS 321 don’t get as many 
points for serving top students well year after year. Instead, schools 
are more rewarded for raising the scores of students in the bottom 
third of their school, according to Andrew Jacob, a spokesman for 
the Department of Education. 

See the accompanying chart for an overview, but to get the full 
breakdown for your school, visit the Department of Education Web 
site at www.schools.nyc.gov. 


Report card 

Brooklyn Heights and Downtown didn't fare too well in 
the city's brand-new comprehensive progress report 
system, with just one of the neighborhood's four ele- 
mentary and middle schools receiving a B, far below 
the citywide average of 60 percent. Also noteworthy is 
the C grade given to PS 8 — which most people in the 
neighborhood thought had turned a corner thanks to 
beloved principal, Seth Phillips. PS 287 in Downtown 
received the only failing grade in all of Brownstone 
Brooklyn, Williamsburg, Greenpoint, Bay Ridge and 
Bensonhurst. Source: Department of Education 


SCHOOL GRADE OVERALL SCORE 


PS 8 C_ 

PS 307 D_ 

PS 287 F_ 

MS 313 B 


43.61 

32.42 

17.38 

58.82 


Rallying for the union on Jay St. 


By Adam F. Hutton 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Disgruntled non-union doormen, porters 
and maintenance workers took to the street 
in front of their DUMBO condo building for 
the second time on Wednesday to support 
higher wages and a union drive at the 33-sto- 
ry, all-luxury tower. 

Rallying outside the J Condo tower at 100 
Jay St., workers said that they are paid less and 
have worse benefits than the neighborhood’s 


union workers. 

But the president of the building’s man- 
agement company fired back this week, 
saying that his workers are paid the same 
— if not more — than union workers. 

“My employees make the same wages, 
or better, than union workers,” said William 
Clark, the president of Lisa Management, 
which runs the J Condo. 

“We also provide full health and dental 
benefits to all of our employees and their 
families. It’s the same health care package I 


have. We pay for the whole thing.” 

Clark described himself as “a fan of 
what the labor movement has done for this 
country,” but said the involvement of a na- 
tional service workers union seemed more 
like a grab for dues from his employees 
than any real effort to improve their lives. 

“If [Local] 32BJ wants to come and take 
$60 out of the pockets of my workers every 
month, then they better be giving them 
something that I already don’t give them,” 
he said. 
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. The first streetcar in the world, a 
horse-drawn car that ran on lower Fourth 
Avenue in Manhattan, began operation 


- The first Army-Navy football game was 
played at West Point, New York. Navy 
won 24-0 


. Construction began on the Williamsburg 
Bridge 

# 

# 

. New York's Pennsylvania Station opened 

. Baseball great Joe DiMaggio was born 

. Wireless transmission of photographs 
from London to New York City was 
demonstrated by RCA 

# 

- The first animated electric sign in the 
United States, the Times Square "zipper", 
was mounted around the top of the Times 
Building 

& 

- The Flolland Tunnel, the first underwater 
motor vehicle tunnel in the United States, 
opened to commercial traffic 


- The Queens-Midtown Tunnel opened 
to traffic 


. The first two sections of the Cross Bronx 
Expressway opened to traffic 


. The Verrazano-Narrows Bridge, at the 
time the world's longest suspension 
bridge, was formally opened 


. The musical Hair premiered at the Public 
Theater, off Broadway 


mr.'fTj T) 1] S\ 'b1)TpTf T f[ Tj (\ TVT . the first 
pharmacy in Dumbo, Brooklyn, 
opens its doors on Jay Street 
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Let’s get high 
at Smith-9th 


BROOKLYN 

SOUTH 



Ariella Cohen 


T he 91-foot-high Smith-Ninth 
Street station is the tallest ele- 
vated subway platform in the 
city. I learned that factoid the 
wheezy, whiney way, through years 
of scaling its often-frozen escalators, 
sometimes just a few steps behind a 
heavy-breathing fellow straphanger 
who, I couldn’t help but notice, 
could send me toppling down the 
stairs if he did happen to collapse 
under the pressure of exertion. 

Though sometimes frightening, 
the impressive height of the only 
route to Red Hook is a fact I’ve of- 
ten used as an excuse for its de- 

crepit state, where peeling paint chips fall like lead-laced 
snowflakes and real snowflakes trickle in through holes in its 
tar-paper-covered exterior. 

“Just think about how high the maintenance guys must have 
to go to fix things,” I’ve told friends who avoided the dumpy 
station, instead taking the F to Carroll Street. 

But now, as the Metropolitan Transportation Authority prepares 
to move forward with the long-awaited and much-needed repair 
of the station, it’s time to do something with the extra feet that 
give the otherwise frumpy station its glamour. With height comes 
potential (you learned that when you were 14 — when the tall, 
gawky girl in the last row of the class picture one day transformed 
into a beauty queen). Now it’s time for the MTA to learn it, too. 

One local group, the Gowanus Canal Community Develop- 
ment Corporation, has already starting thinking outside of the 
train trestle. The GCCDC idea? A platform-level restaurant. 
Think Windows on the World with interior design by Neckface, 
the artist who has left his mark on the station over the years. 

Laugh if you want, but 
dining a la (Metro)card is 
a great idea. Not only 
would it give Brookyn- 
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/, but a 

portion of the money 
would go into a public 
fund to pay for the sta- 
tion’s upkeep, according 
to Bob Zuckerman, the 
director of the Gowanus- 

Already, the idea has 
been well received, es- 
pecially in Carroll Gar- 
dens, where other, lower 
vantage points have 
been lost to the glassy 
apartment towers that are rising fast over the smokestacks and 
quixotic neon signs which for so long ruled the skyline. 

“A wine bar that high over the warehouses and the waterfront 
would be very romantic,” said station commuter Alan Chin, has- 
tening to add that he believes that the stop needs a paint job be- 
fore the Prosecco is uncorked. “I don’t like dodging paint chips,” 
he said. “Not even after a glass of wine and a beautiful sunset.” 

And Zuckerman, who trudges off the F at Smith-Ninth every 
workday, did agree that the restaurant isn’t the top priority for a sta- 
tion long in need of a bottom-to-top (very high top) renovation. 

“My priority,” he said, “would be an elevator.” 

Ariella Cohen is a freelance writer who used to live in Red Hook. 

THE KITCHEN SINK 

Moms, you can let your children outside again. After a fence 
fell down on Third Street near Third Avenue, children were 
spotted playing in the contaminated Whole Foods worksite. But 
last Friday, workers were erecting the fence again. . . . “Will work 
for bulbs”: Gardeners, if you help plant daffodils for 20 min- 
utes or more on Saturday, Nov. 17, in the Hoyt Street Garden 
at Atlantic Avenue, you will be repaid with a dozen bulbs for your 
own. ... What’s left of the historic Revere Sugar Plant on 
Richards Street in Red Hook has gotten a stay of execution. The 
Department of Buildings slapped a “stop work” order on property 
owner Thor Equities, halting demolition for “hazardous condi- 
tions” on the site. Thor plans a shopping strip that would include a 
fish restaurant, mixed-income housing and neighborhood shops 
— though they still don’t have the zoning variance they’d need. 

E-mail us at Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com. 



A developer wants to build a tall building on the west side of Hicks Street between Warren and Baltic streets. 

Columbia Street rising — high 


By Mike McLaughlin 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Developers shared their plans to build 
170 units of housing in the rapidly chang- 
ing Columbia Street Waterfront district, 
but residents made it clear that they op- 
posed the size of the buildings in the $80- 
million project. 

The project is a joint venture between the 
city and L&M Equity, and includes the cre- 
ation of several apartment buildings and 
townhouses on two blocks bounded by Con- 
gress, Baltic, Columbia and Hicks streets. 

One building would be 80 feet tall and 
have 100 units, including all 40 of the pro- 
ject’s city-subsidized affordable apartments. 
The other two apartment buildings would be 
60 feet tall. The developer expects to finish 
construction in 2010. 

The scale of the proposed buildings pro- 
voked an outcry from several people who 
attended the Community Board 6 land-use 


committee meeting on Oct. 25. 

“People want the buildings to be reflec- 
tive of the property that’s already there,” 
summarized Anthony Pugliese, a member of 
the CB6 committee. 

To fend off criticism, the developer said 
he’d place the biggest building on Hicks 
Street, facing the Brooklyn-Queens Ex- 
pressway. 

“The general idea is that along the side- 
streets, we’re trying to blend, and along the 
BQE, we’ll go with the height,” said David 
Gross, the project’s architect. 

But that camouflage wasn’t working with 
some residents, who complained that project 
would still dwarf the three- and four-story 
existing buildings on these blocks. 

Others were upset that 77 percent of the 
project’s total housing would be market-rate. 

“You need more affordable housing,” 
said Celia Cacace, another board member. “I 
don’t feel like they’re giving this communi- 
ty anything. I only feel like they’re taking 


advantage of the [city affordable housing] 
subsidy.” 

L&M would get tax breaks for building 
40 affordable units on what is currently city- 
owned property. Cacace is upset that the 
other buildings — which would not be built 
on what is currently city-owned land — will 
not have any below-market-rate housing. 

It will be luxury units because the city 
cannot require the developer to build afford- 
able housing on private land. But a city offi- 
cial said this week that the project is good 
news because it will create much-needed 
housing, both affordable and luxury. 

“One of the key components of the may- 
or’s [long-term plan] is to prepare for the ad- 
dition of one million New Yorkers in the 
next 25 years,” said Seth Donlin, a 
spokesman for the Department of Housing 
Preservation and Development, referring to 
Mayor Bloomberg’s PlaNYC 2030. “Clear- 
ly we’re going to need housing for these 
New Yorkers.” 


Neighborhood school scores 


By Zachary Kolodin 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

Parents were no doubt 
scratching their heads over the 
city’s new progress report 
cards — “What’s with that ‘C’ 
for PS 8 in Brooklyn Heights?” 
— but the grades should not be 
taken as the final word on 
school quality, the Department 
of Education said this week. 

Rather, the grades reflect a 
combination of school environ- 
ment, student achievement, and 
most importantly, progress. 

The reason some schools 
didn’t receive as high a grade as 
expected is because so much 
weight is given to a school’s in- 
crease in test scores. So already 
excellent schools like PS 321 
don’t get as many points for 
serving top students well year 
after year. 


The report card 

Schools in Carroll Gardens, Cobble Hill and Red Hook fared exceptionally well in the 
city's brand-new comprehensive progress report system, with 43 percent of the area's 
14 elementary and middle schools receiving A grades (as compared to 23 percent city- 
wide). Interesting historical note: PS 15 in Red Hook — also known as the Patrick F. Daly 
School after the beloved principal who was shot in front of the institution in 1992 — got 
an A. Find your school below: Source: Department of Education 

SCHOOL 

GRADE 

OVERALL SCORE 

SCHOOL 

GRADE 

OVERALL SCORE 

PS 172 

A 

80.86 

PS 146 

C 

40.3 

PS 38 

A 

68.07 

PS 58 

D 

35.91 

PS 15 

A 

65.97 

PS / IS 27 

C 

40.09 

PS 29 

B 

59.04 

MS 497 

A 

82.43 

PS 133 

B 

54.93 

MS 447 

A 

69.86 

PS 32 

B 

52.18 

MS 448 

A 

66.64 

PS 261 

C 

45.78 

MS 429 

C 

46.42 
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. The first streetcar in the world, a 
horse-drawn car that ran on lower Fourth 
Avenue in Manhattan, began operation 


. The first Army-Navy football game was 
played at West Point, New York. Navy 
won 24-0 


. Construction began on the Williamsburg 
Bridge 

# 

# 

. New York's Pennsylvania Station opened 

. Baseball great Joe DiMaggio was born 

. Wireless transmission of photographs 
from London to New York City was 
demonstrated by RCA 

& 

. The first animated electric sign in the 
United States, the Times Square "zipper", 
was mounted around the top of the Times 
Building 

& 

- The Holland Tunnel, the first underwater 
motor vehicle tunnel in the United States, 
opened to commercial traffic 

* 

- The Queens-Midtown Tunnel opened 
to traffic 


. The first two sections of the Cross Bronx 
Expressway opened to traffic 


. The Verrazano-Narrows Bridge, at the 
time the world's longest suspension 
bridge, was formally opened 


. The musical Hair premiered at the Public 
Theater, off Broadway 


_ mmmsmsmm, the first 

pharmacy in Dumbo, Brooklyn, 
opens its doors on Jay Street 
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It’s not easy 
being green 


GREENE 

ACRES 


F resh Garden, the long-awaited 
quasi-organic grocery that has 
titillated Fort Greene foodies for 
weeks, finally opened on Friday. 

But is it all the Fort Greene 
foodies had been hoping for? After 
all, everyone from the chair of the 
Fort Greene Association to anony- 
mous blog commenters had pro- 
fessed excitement at the prospect of 
fresh asparagus at reasonable prices 
within just a few blocks of home. 

So, here’s the scoop (of soy ice 

This columnist stopped by the 

greenish fooderie, on Fulton Street 

near South Elliot Street, on Sunday at around 3 pm to check oi 
the long-anticipated addition to the Fort Greene grocery stor 



Dana Rubinstein 


Fresh Garden, a bigger version of proprietor Kay Lee’s 17 
Greene Farm, had certainly stocked some of the victuals so 
craved by today’s young, urban professionals: Amy’s organic 
vegetarian baked beans ($3.29 a can), Stonyfield Farm organic 
yogurt ($4.49 a tub), Sabra classic humus ($3.79 a saucer), and, 
of course, baby bok choy ($2.99 per pound). 

As far as this vegetarian was concerned, the selection was 
OK. It was certainly a step up from the sorry produce at the 
Pathmark at Atlantic Center and the lack of produce at Elly’s 
Market, the glorified bodega on DeKalb Avenue. Sure, Bravo 
and Associated on Myrtle Avenue are perfectly nice, but they’re 
a bit far-flung for the south Fort Greene resident. 

But, damn, at least they’re affordable! At Fresh Garden, we 
are certainly paying for atmosphere. Elly’s, for one, sells its 
Stonyfield for 50 cents less, and Bravo has it for just $2.25. 

“It’s expensive,” said a woman named Christina, who did not 
want to give her last 

her relationship with the 
Lees. “I often to go to 
Fairway to get gourmet 
butter. It’s $6 here and 
$2 there. That’s a huge 
difference. But I don’t 
want to dis on the people 
— they’re nice and try- 
ing hard.” 

Prices weren’t the 
only lump in the mashed 
potatoes. 

Loath as I am to air 
their flesh-eating con- 
cerns, the omnivores (in- 
cluding Christina) had 

some other beefs with Fresh Garden. 

“It’s still pretty limited as far as seafood and stuff,” said 
Demian Bolden, who’d just exited the shop with some groceries. 

Oren Bernstein, another visitor, agreed. 

“If it’s going to be a mirror image of their other store, than we 
don’t need it,” said Bernstein. Though he added, with tender 
hope in his voice, “I think they’re on their way.” 

After all, Lee herself said she was listening to customer requests 
and hoped to get fish and meat within the next couple of weeks. 

“People who have come and checked it out have said they’re 
really happy about it so far,” said Lee. 

She added that soon, to accommodate Fort Greene’s night 
owls, the store would even be open 24 hours a day. 

A Fort Greene grocery open for my 2 am cravings? Now, that 
ain’t bad. But could we slash some prices, please? I may be lazy, 
but the bargains at Trader Joe’s are only a subway ride away. 

Dana Rubinstein is a staff reporter at The Brooklyn Paper. 

THE KITCHEN SINK 

Speaking of Fresh Garden, we hear the proprietor’s next 
project will be a Korean restaurant. . . . And speaking of restau- 
rants, during a recent visit to the II Torchio on Myrtle Avenue, 
the kindly blond waiter told us that within a couple of weeks, the 
popular eatery would expand into its neighboring space. Not bad 
for a boite that’s been around for a whopping eight weeks. ... As 
far as we’re concerned, there’s no better way to spend money 
than on books. So, consider donating some cash to the Macon 
branch of the Brooklyn Public Library in Bedford- 
Stuyvesant. We hate to sound like NPR, but Independence 
Community Foundation will match every dollar you give. 
For information, call (718) 230-2738 or visit www.brooklynpub- 
hchbrary.org and chck on “Donate.” 

E-mail us at Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com. 
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Local planner gets job for 
centerpiece of BAM district 



The city named local developer Carlton Brown and the architecture firm stu- 
dioAMD to build a new home for a dance company — plus hundreds of units 
of housing — on the corner of Ashland and Fulton streets near the Brooklyn 
Academy of Music in Fort Greene. 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The centerpiece of a world-class arts district 
that’s going up around the Brooklyn Academy of 
Music wih be built by a Fort Greene developer. 

Local activists hailed the city’s selection of Carl- 
ton Brown and his architect partner, studioMDA 
with Behnisch Architects, as the developers of the 
25-story focal point of the so-called BAM Cultural 
District, at the southwest comer of Ashland Place 
and Fulton Street. 

The building will house Dancespace Project, a 
Manhattan-based experimental dance troupe, and 
187 apartments, 30 for-sale units and 157 rentals. 
More than half of the rental units will be affordable 
housing, said Seth Donlin, a spokesman for the 
city’s Department of Housing Preservation and De- 
velopment. 

“Their level of affordability was great,” said 
Donlin, explaining why the local developer was 
chosen for the plum project. “And the design of the 
building architecturally was fantastic.” 

Of the 157 rental studios and one-, two- and 
three-bedroom units, 96 will be affordable to fami- 
lies of four making between $28,360 and $92,170 
and between $19,840 and $64,480 for a single per- 
son. The project also includes such eco-friendly el- 
ements as green roofs and a gray water system that 
will reuse waste water. 

The selection marks a coup for local activists, 
who have clamored for Brown since competition 
began heating up for the project in August. 

As The Brooklyn Paper reported then, Brown, 
who has lived in the neighborhood for a quarter- 
century, was initially eliminated from the competi- 
tion. But after Councilwoman Letitia James 
(D-Fort Greene) and local activists raised a ruckus, 
Brown’s proposal was resurrected. 

“We’re absolutely ecstatic [that Brown got the 
project],” said James on Monday. 

Brown’s firm, Full Spectrum, is also developing 
the green Trenton Town Center in New Jersey and 
co-developing the Solaire in Tribeca. StudioMDA 
was founded by a former director of Zaha Hadid 
Architects. 

Construction on the project, which will displace 
a locally owned music venue called Amber Art and 
Music Space, is slated to begin in spring 2009 and 
be completed in winter 2010. 


City readin’, writin’ & ratin’ 


By Zachary Kolodin 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

Parents all over Brooklyn 
were no doubt scratching then- 
heads over the city’s new 
progress report cards — 
“How could PS 107 get an ‘A’ 
while PS 321 got a ‘B’?” 
some Park Slope parents mut- 
tered; “And what’s with that 
‘C’ for PS 8 in Brooklyn 
Heights?” others groused — 
but the grades should not be 
taken as the final word on 
school quality, the Department 
of Education said this week. 

Rather, the grades reflect a 
combination of school environ- 
ment, student achievement, and 
student progress, which deter- 
mines 55 percent of the grade 
and measures yearly gains in 
reading and math. 

The reason some schools did- 
n’t receive as high a grade as ex- 


pected is because so much weight 
is given to a school’s increase in 
test scores. 

So already excellent schools 
like PS 321 don’t get as many 
points for serving top students 


well year after year. 

Instead, schools are more re- 
warded for raising the scores of 
students in the bottom third of 
their school, according to An- 
drew Jacob, a spokesman for 


the Department of Education. 

See the accompanying chart 
for an overview, but to get the full 
breakdown for your school, visit 
the Department of Education Web 
site at www.schools.nyc.gov. 


The report card 

Fort Greene and Clinton Hill fared pretty well in the city's brand-new comprehensive 
progress report system, with five of the area's six elementary and middle schools receiv- 
ing grades of B or better (far better than the citywide average of 61 percent). The best 
news is that JHS 265, which serves the Walt Whitman and Farragut houses, got the best 
overall score — 85.18 — of any school in Brownstone Brooklyn, Williamsburg, Green- 
point, Bay Ridge and Bensonhurst. Source: Department of Education 
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horse-drawn car that ran on lower Fourth 
Avenue in Manhattan, began operation 


- The first Army-Navy football game was 
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played at West Point, New York. Navy 
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Enjoy the Harvest 
on the East End 


The East End of Long Island has some of the world's finest 
wineries, farms and fabulous fresh seafood. Hampton Jitney 
makes it easy for Brooklynites to enjoy these bountiful offerings. 

1 Trip Eastbound on Fridays Need a place , 0 stay? 

1 Trip Westbound on Sundays For information on lodging and 

places to visit contact the North Fork 


For more information and reservations 



Regular Brooklyn service to Wine Country and the Hamptons 
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Celebrating Our 75th Anniversary! 
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• Home Center • Paint 


A SID'S hardware 





345 Jay Street 

(Between Tillary & Willoughby Streets) 

Downtown Brooklyn 
(718) 875-2259 
Open 7 Days - We Deliver 


www.S: 




SAVE 

15% OFF 
with this 
coupon! 




Divine perspiration 

Marathon runners passing Emmanuel Baptist Church on 
Lafayette Avenue on Sunday received inspiration from the 
musicians and singers of the Total Praise Choir. 



Victims’ Halloween nightmare 


POLICE BLOTTER 


By Harry Cheadle 
and Ariella Cohen 

for The Brooklyn Paper 


88th Precinct 


Two All Hallows Eve revel- 
ers had an ugly night, as they 
were jumped by a pair of perps 
who were handing out punches 
instead of candy. 

The two victims, both guys 
in their early 20s, were walking 
on Greene Avenue near Wash- 
ington Avenue around 11:30 
pm when two men approached 
and asked for a light. They said 
they didn’t have one, and the 
perps apparently took offense to 
this and attacked. 

The thugs struck their vic- 
tims several times and stole one 
of the men’s wallet, which had 
$60 and credit cards inside. 

The pair of partiers wasn’t 
permanently hurt, but the night 
was ruined. 

Pipe dreams 

A Clifton Place apartment 
building was broken into during 
the weekend of Oct. 26 by a 
crook who didn’t take any jew- 
elry or electronics, but made off 
with 220 feet of copper pipe. 

The building’s basement 
door was locked around 3 pm 
that Friday, and two days later a 
tenant noticed that the door had 
been pried open. 

The landlord, who lives in the 
building — which is between 
Grand and Classon avenues — 
was notified, and when he in- 
spected the basement, he discov- 
ered that the water meter had 
been stolen along with the pipes, 
which were valued at $800. 

Backstabbed 

A 17-year-old boy ended 
up in the hospital after an ac- 
quaintance used a knife in- 


stead of words to settle a dis- 
pute on Oct. 29. 

The victim was walking along 
Atlantic Avenue near Grand Av- 
enue with his girlfriend at around 
3:30 pm when their stroll was in- 
terrupted by a 17-year-old girl 
with whom the guy had had a 
prior disagreement. The perp 
snuck up behind the pair and 
pulled out a knife, slashing the 
teen brutally across the back. 

Cops arrived and found the 
knife girl a few blocks away. 
She was taken into custody 
while her victim was carted off 
to Brooklyn Hospital. 

Snatch foiled 

A 17-year-old hoodlum who 
tried to steal a portable video 
game didn’t run far or fast 
enough on Oct. 30. 

The perp had been following 
his 15-year-old victim along 
Washington Avenue and was 
near Greene Avenue at around 6 
pm when he decided to make 
his move, snatching the Ninten- 
do system from the kid’s hands 
and punching him in the side of 
the head for good measure. 

The youth was likely sur- 
prised by the sudden assault, as 
he had been playing his game 
while walking. 

The kid reported the mug- 
ging, and a patrol car canvassed 
the area, arresting the grabby 
gamer not far from where the 
crime was committed, cops said. 

Shoplifted 

A man “targeted” a well- 
known department store one 
too many times and was arrest- 
ed on Oct. 30. 


fully looted the store, located 
on Flatbush and Atlantic av- 
enues, a few days earlier for 
$1,800 worth of electronics (in- 
cluding walking out with 12 
cameras and two TVs). 

But when he returned to the 
scene, an employee who had 
seen him during the earlier heist 
recognized him as he strolled 
into the store around 7 pm. 

Not only was the man arrest- 
ed, but cops discovered that he 
was wanted on several federal 
warrants. 

At the turnstile 

A woman’s routine subway 
trip turned nightmarish the 
night of Oct. 22, when a mug- 
ger took not only her purse but 
also two expensive rings. 

The 37-year-old had just 
opened her wallet to take her 
Metrocard out and board the Q 
train at Atlantic Avenue when a 
man bumped her, pressed a gun- 
like object against her back and 
said, “Be nice. Pass me the wal- 
let. Don’t look back. Take off 
those rings and give them to me.” 

Afraid for her life, the woman 
did what he asked, and never 
caught a good look at her attack- 
er. There was no money in her 
purse, only a change of clothes, 
but her engagement ring was 
worth $2,000 and her wedding 
ring was worth $500, cops said. 

Blood work 

In what looks like a gang-re- 
lated incident, a man sliced a 16- 
year-old’s arm with a razor blade 
in broad daylight on Nov. 1. 

The teen was walking home 
along Myrtle Avenue near Clin- 
ton Avenue around 3:30 when 
the perp — a hulking 6-foot-2 
figure with dreadlocks and 
blotchy skin, cops said — ap- 
proached him and asked, “Are 
you a Blood?” When the answer 
was no, the man pulled out a ra- 
zor blade and cut the kid’s arm 
before running away on Myrtle. 

The victim told cops he had 
seen the man hanging around 
the neighborhood before but 
did not know him. 

Gadgets jacked 

A St. James Place apartment 
was cleaned out on Nov. 3 by a 
crook who probably climbed up 
the fire escape. 

The 42-year-old resident left 
his place at 4 pm and came back 
to the building, near Fulton 
Street, an hour and a half later. 
He immediately noticed his bed- 
room window, which is next to 
the fire escape, was open — 
never a good sign — and more 
importantly, his stuff was gone. 

The burglar made off with 
two designer watches, a Dell 
laptop, a Playstation, and an 
iPod nano. Neighbors ques- 
tioned by the cops said they 
hadn’t heard anything. 

Car round up 

Thefts involving cars in Fort 
Greene were down last week, 
but there were still at least three 
incidents. 

In the first one, on Oct. 28, a 
36-year-old woman had parked 
her car at the comer of Fulton 
Street and South Elliot Place 
around 3 am. She returned at 1 
pm and was surprised to find 
her car — a 1996 Chevy Berre- 
ta — was gone. 

At almost exactly the same 
time, a man’s tools were stolen 
from his Econoline van. He had 
parked it on Irving Place near 
Putnam Avenue at 8 am and re- 
turned around 1 pm to discover 


that his front window had been 
broken and $1,100 in tools had 
been taken. 

In the last, and most-expen- 
sive, incident, a woman parked 
her silver 2006 Infiniti sedan at 
the comer of Willoughby Street 
and Fleet Place around 6:30 pm 
on Nov. 3. Just five hours later, 
the $30,000 luxury car had dis- 
appeared. 


76th Precinct 


Here’s to youse 

Two Red Hook bartenders 
were honored this week for 
helping police nab an armed 
man suspecting of robbing two 
neighborhood taverns. 

The 76th Precinct presented 
Chris Piscatelli and Erin Norris, 
bartender and manager at the 
Bait and Tackle bar, with “citi- 
zen recognition” awards to com- 
mend them for their bravery in 
the Oct. 15 arrest of the suspect, 
26-year-old Luis Rodriguez. 

Rodriguez is accused of rob- 


bing the Van Bmnt Street wa- 
tering hole on Sept. 23 as well 
as nearby Moonshine a week 
later. He was arrested after re- 
turning to the Bait and Tackle 
— where he was recognized by 
Norris and Piscatelli. 

The savvy barkeeps quickly 
recalled the tattoo of a teardrop 
below the customer’s left eye 
from “Wanted” posters and 
called the police. 

Piscatelli coolly served the 
wanted man shots of tequila as 
he waited for the cops to arrive. 

But Rodriguez ran from the 
bar after realizing that he’d been 
made. Bar regulars, led by Nor- 
ris, locked him outside, and of- 
ficers Florence Delince, Ronald 
Holmes and Joseph Gil were 
able to make the collar. 


84th Precinct 


The 84th Precinct Blotter 
was unavailable this week, ow- 
ing to the election. It will return 


The 35-year-old had su 
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An Award Winning Agency! 



Attention: Group Leaders For 2008/09! 

Earn A Free Cruise Or Cash Back When You Get 16 pax 
(8 cabins) Or More*. Any Events. Don’t Wait. Book Now! 


Ken Chow - Cruise Specialist 
“ Your Great Vacationhbi Our Hands” 

718 . 360.1988 

www.nycvaluecruise.com 

kchow@cruiseplanners.com 


$62 

A 


Featuring: 
Japanese, 
Chinese, 
and Thai 


yd*' 

RESTAI 

IIRANT 

78 Clark Street a 

it Henry St. 


Brooklyn Heights l 


(718) 625-9893 



OPEN 7 DAYS: 11 

P / Fast, Free Delivery to: 

[~ C | 

Brooklyn Heights, Carroll Gardens, 
' DUMBO, Metrotech, Cobble Hill 


CHILL OUT 

WITH A N€W FAIDGC! 


GE GTR 11 AAP 
1 1.4 Cubic Feet 


85 Court Street In Downtown Brooklyn 

Open 7 Days A Week • (718) 243-0844 
Subway: A, C, F, M, N, R, 2, 3, 4, 5 • EDS## 



AMERICAN 

HOUSEWARES 



I'll be your bridge from where you are 
to where you want to be 

Ellen 
Gottlieb 

Associate Broker 


211 Court Street 
917.797.1351 
718.625.3700 x 112 


Brooklyn 

< /j/'/j./tyc 

Realty, Ltd. 

rooklynbridgerealt 
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lyn Doe House 

1 J daycare 8 boarding 

718 222-4900 
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i 

\ yam-lOpm weekdays, 9 am-l 0 pm weekends 


’ • 2 supervised playgrounds - fun 8 SAFE 

t | • web cams - watch your dog play 

| 1 • curbside pick up and drop off 

| 1 • air-conditioned / sprinklered building 

1 1 • individual attention 

1 1 • multi-pet 8 long-term boarding discounts 

\ J 

7 327 DOUglaSS (at 4th Ave in Park Slope) 


brooklyndoghouse.com 























Read your local stoop here. Read them all at BrooklynPaper.com 



Damn those 
London Planes 

I had hired the handyman to come 
in and patch a big hole in our 
ceiling. He wasn’t too pleased 
when, in exchange, he received a 
hole of his very own on the roof of 
his van, caused by parking next to 
the notoriously leaning tree on my 
block. 

In Park Slope good handymen 
are like gods and sightings of them 
are just about as rare. You definite- 
ly don’t want to piss them off. 

This tree, reminiscent of the vio- 
lent tree in the Harry Potter series 
known as the Whomping Willow, 
likes to do this to vehicles. I should 
know, since it tried to rip the roof 
rack right off the top of mine, leav- 
ing a now rusty dent to remind me 
of its wrath. 

The problem is this: the tree leans over the street at about a 
60-degree angle. It is possible to park next to it, but only if you 
keep your car a couple of feet away from the curb. The trouble 
begins when you try to get out. If you get parked in too tightly 
by other cars, then the maneuvering required to leave the space 
invariably sends the top of your car dangerously close to the 
hovering tree’s trunk. 

The “owner” of the tree, one of my neighbors, has tried to get 
the city to deal with this problem for years. You’11 notice I put the 
word owner in quotes. That’s because the homeowner/tree rela- 
tionship is a complex one. We don’t really own them — even if 
we are the ones who originally planted them. The city does. 

In fact, the city owns any and all trees that are within 15 feet 
of the curb edge — including those that might be planted right 
in your front yard. And therefore we are in no position to make 
decisions about them. That’s lucky for the Whomping Willow, 
because between you and me, I have actually overheard plots to 
poison the evil thing — or tie it to someone’s truck and pull it 
down in the night or . . . well, you get the idea. 

According to the Parks Department, the correct way to deal with 
problematic trees is to call 
311. Operators are stand- 
ing by who will transfer 
you to the Forestry Divi- 
sion of the Parks Depart- 
ment, which will take 
your complaint and give 
you a case number. After 
that an inspector will 
come to take a look at the 
tree within seven days. 

“Saving the tree is 
paramount,” said Phil 
Abramson, a spokesman 
for Parks. “Sometimes a 
tree leans and it doesn’t 
mean there is something 
wrong with it. We only 
remove trees if they are 
dead or dying or pose a public safety hazard.” 

Alas, the evil tree on my block did not meet those qualifications. 
That type of tree, a London Plane (the most-common type of city 
tree) , sometimes leans a lot — and sometimes it falls , as one spon- 
did a couple of houses away from the Whomping Willow less 
than two years ago. 

It was just after 3 pm and we were all amazed that none of the 
children being dismissed from PS 289 got picked off by it as 
they went by. It fell right on top of a red sedan and completely 
totaled it (see picture), and almost smashed an SUV on the op- 
posite side of the street. 

Good thing those London Planes are so sturdy. 

Wendy Ponte is a writer who lives in Park Slope. 
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Our columnist's friend's car was totaled by a London Plane tree — and her handyman's van narrowly escaped! (See column, left) 


Mooney 

By Zachary Kolodin 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

Flatbush Avenue stalwarts Mooney’s 
Pub and Royal Video will soon close — 
and many see the loss as further evidence 
that Park Slope is becoming even more 
generic. 

“It’s not the [landlord] , it’s Park Slope,” 
said the owner of Royal Video, who de- 
clined to give his name. “A lot of small 
stores are closing.” He does not blame his 
landlord, Lina Fang. 

The owners of these long-lived institu- 
tions say they were given little explanation. 

‘Tve been here 20 years,” said Kevin 
Mooney, who owns both the bar in Park 
Slope and its same-named counterpart in 
Bay Ridge. “She gave me no reason.” 

Fang said Mooney is “delusional.” 

“I have not raised his rent,” she said. “We 
are not evicting anyone. They are both leaving 
because they can’t afford the current rent.” 
Despite Fang’s explanation for the clos- 
ing of two beloved business, Mooney stuck 
to his original conclusion. 

“It’s greed and money,” said Mooney. 
“That all it amounts to.” 

Mooney’s barflies didn’t care why the bar 
was closing. They were just said that it was. 


’s closing forever 



Flatbush foiled: Mooney's and Royal Video, who share a landlord, are closing. 


“Mooney’s is really something special,” 
said Tom Gilbert, who still patronizes his 
old haunt even though he’s moved to Green- 
point. “I’m heartbroken.” 

Gilbert has held the “Winter Meeting” of 
his softball league at the bar every January 
for at least 10 years, he said. 

Flatbush Avenue has experienced rapid 


change in the past few years. 

The old twinplex Plaza theater became a 
trendy American Apparel outlet, and the old 
Charcuterie deli, popular with cops from the 
78th Precinct stationhouse across the street, 
was replaced by a Dunkin Donuts, which is 
also, apparently, popular with cops. 


The new school grades are in! 


THE KITCHEN SINK 

The Park Slope Civic Council is not only backing a “Buy in 
Brooklyn” campaign, but it’s putting 400 umbrellas in local 
stores so you can grab one if it’s raining. The whole thing is on the 
honor system, people, so don’t screw it up! The launch is on Nov. 
13 at the Community Bookstore (143 Seventh Ave., between 
Carroll Street and Garfield Place) at 8 pm. Here’s hoping it rains so 
we can test out the system! ... If you saw groups of tipsy parents 
walking from house to house on Saturday night, it wasn’t your 
tmagmauon — it was PS 1 07's first “progressive diner.” The 
event, which featured donated wine from competing Seventh Av- 
enue liquor stores, Slope Cellars and Big Nose, Full Body, had 
parents starting their evening with cocktails at one person’s house, 
moving on to dinner at another’s, and finishing with dessert at still 
another’s. The standout were those roasted artichoke hearts from 
Russo's! . . . Congrats to our pals at St. Saviour's HS, which just 
found out that two students were named Advanced Placement 
scholars with distinction, thanks to passing five AP courses. One, 
Princess Francois, is now at Columbia University, but the other, 
Eugene Suh, is a senior at the Eighth Avenue private high school. 
With five AP credits, she’s practically a sophomore already! ... As 
the weather chills, don’t forget your furry feline friends! Slope 
Street Cats isn’t. The organization, which neuters and cares for fer- 
al cats, is holding a $25-a-head fundraiser on Nov. 17 at Ripple 
Bar. Finger food, raffle tickets and guilt-reduction included. Ripple 
Bar (769 Washington Ave., between St. Johns and Sterling places), 
7 pm. For information, visit www.slopestreetcats.com. 

E-mail us at Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com. 


By Zachary Kolodin 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

Parents were no doubt 
scratching their heads over the 
city’s new progress report 
cards — “How could PS 107 
get an ‘A’ while PS 321 got a 
‘B’?” some muttered — but 
the grades should not be taken 
as the final word on school 
quality, the Department of Ed- 
ucation said this week. 

Rather, the grades reflect a 
combination of school environ- 
ment, student success, and most 
importantly, student progress. 

Some schools didn’t receive 
as high a grade as expected be- 
cause so much weight is given 
to a school’s increase in test 
scores. So already excellent 
schools like PS 321 don’t get as 
many points for serving top stu- 
dents well year after year. In- 
stead, schools are more reward- 
ed for raising the scores of 
students in the bottom third of 
their school. 


The report card 

Park Slope didn't live up to its reputation as bastion of excellent education in the city's 
brand-new comprehensive progress report system. Just 55 percent of the neighbor- 
hood's 1 8 elementary and middle schools received grades of B or better (compared with 
61 percernt citywide). On a more positive note, one-third of the schools received an A — 
beating the citywide mark of 23 percent. Even more surprising, the neighborhood's 
much-vaunted PS 321 actually got a B, while the up-and-coming elementary school, PS 
107, got an A. Find your school below: Source: Department of Education 

SCHOOL 

GRADE 

OVERALL SCORE 

SCHOOL 

GRADE 

OVERALL SCORE 

PS 295 

A 

77.44 

MS 443 

A 

70.72 

PS 107 

A 

70.03 

MS 463 

A 

69.92 

PS 321 

B 

55.35 

MS 353 

A 

66.96 

PS 39 

C 

48.23 

MS 464 

B 

63.14 

PS 282 

C 

41.76 

MS 51 

B 

54.47 

ES 10 

c 

40.64 

MS 266 

B 

51.04 

ES 154 

D 

34.54 

MS 462 

C 

49.15 

PS 316 

D 

34.17 

MS 571 

C 

45.05 

JHS 88 

A 

75.34 

IS 340 

D 

35.69 


Congress just doesn’t get it! 


Why isn't Congress 
moving to make English 
the official language of 
the United States? 


Mike Ricatto President 


BetterLeadershipAmerica.or g 


Brooklyn Do? House 

1 J daycare 8 boarding 

A K 718 222-4900 

/,ns \\ 7am-lOpm weekdays, Qam-iOpm weekends 

L 


• 2 supervised playgrounds - fun 8 SAFE 

• web cams - watcn your dog play 

■ curbside pick up and drop off 

• air-conditioned / sprinklered building 

• individual attention 

■ multi-pet 8 long-term boarding discounts 

327 DOUglaSS (at 4th Ave in Park Slope) 
brooklyndoghouse.com 


BROOKLYN FRAME WORKS GALLERY PRESENTS: 


‘ OUTER SPACE:” 

A COLLECTION OF ANTIQUE PRINTS, 
SCIENCE FICTION t SPACE EPHEMERA 




JOIN US OPENING NIGHT: 7PM, FRIDAY, OCTOBER I9TH. 
WE RE CELEBRATING OUR 10 YEAR ANNIVERSARY 
AND OUR BRAND NEW LOCATION! 

SHOW WILL RUN THROUGH NOVEMBER I8TH 



Klezmer & 
Yiddish 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 16 

Kids’ Klezmer Time 

4:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. 

Sing out loud and stomp your feet with 

The Strauss/Warschauer Klezmer Duo 

For preschoolers & kindergartners 

Workweek Wind-Down 

6:00 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. 

Get in the mood for Shabbat with a glass 
of red, white, or sparkling soda - 
plus a bit of klezmer. 

Kabbalat Shabbat Service 

6:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 

Our musical guests Deborah Strauss and 
Jeff Warschauer will add a special sound. 

Eastern Europe 

Pot Luck Dinner & Music 

7:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 

What kind of food goes with klezmer music? 
You supply your favorite Russian/Polish 
comfort food* We’ll supply the 
beverages and musical entertainment by 
The Strauss/Warschauer Klezmer Duo. 

*No pork or shellfish, please. 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 17 

Breakfast Torah Study 

9:00 a.m. to 10:15 a.m. 

Bagels, coffee, and a friendly study group. 
Topic: Tikkun Olam: Repairing the World. 

Shabbat Service 

10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

Tot Shabbat 

11:15 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. 

Singing, dancing, and a little Yiddish 
for toddlers, preschoolers, and their 
adult guest — with Jewish song leader 
Debbie Brukman. 

Lunch with a Taste of Yiddish 

12:30 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

Our resident Yiddish expert Zeva Roschko 
will introduce us to yiddish folk songs, 
lullabies, love songs, and protest songs. 
Lunch provided courtesy of the 
Union Temple Synaplex Committee. 



UNION TEMPLE 

Reform Egalitarian Inclusive 
17 Eastern Parkway 



718-638-7600 

mtemple@uniontemple.org 
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GRAND OPINING ■ SATURDAY, NOV.IOth ■ FREE GIVEAWAYS 



See our ad in die deal Estate Section For Our Listings 
254 Flatbush Avenue (between St. Marks & Prospect PI.) 

(718) 230-7560 - (718) 230-7563 FAX 
EMAILINFO@ELADIAREALTY.COM 
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RELIGIOUS 

SERVICES 

To advertise in this weekly 
directory call Laura at 
(718) 834-9350 ext 109 


Enjoy the Harvest 
on the East End 

The East End of Long Island has some of the world's finest 
wineries, farms and fabulous fresh seafood. Hampton Jitney 
makes it easy for Brooklynites to enjoy these bountiful offerings. 

1 Trip Eastbound on Fridays 
1 Trip Westbound on Sundays 

For more information and reservations 
call 631 - 283-4600 • 212 - 362-8400 
or visit www.hamptonjitney.com 


Need a Place to Stay? 

For information on lodging and 
places to visit contact the North Fork 
Promotion Council (northfork.org) 
or the Southampton 
Chamberof Commerce 
(southamptonchamber.com). 




IK 

Regular Brooklyn service to Wine Country and the Hamptons 


LOOK GREAT, SEE GREAT! 


332 9th Street • Brooklyn 

(between 5th & 6th Ave.) 


(718) 965-2545 


verses & 
reverses 


Leon Freilich, the poet 
laureate of Park Slope, 
was so inspired by his 
neighborhood's recent ap- 
pearance on a list of best 
areas in the country that 
he created this week's po- 
etic offering, "A Hope for 
the Slope": 

I think that I shall never see 

A 'hood so good for you 

A 'hood that meets our ex- 
pectation 

And is the envy of the na- 


Slope politics are left of 

Though no one razzes a 
dissenter. 

But no new real-estate 

Would certainly make for a 
welcome changency 


Specialists on Staff: 

Kevin S. Meyers , M.D., Ophthalmology 
Eric Colman, O.D., Optometry 
Tatyana Galinsky, O.D. 


Most Medical Insurance Accepted • Union Plans • Medicaid • Medicare 
Discounts For Senior Citizens • Transportation provided if eligible 

9tft Street OpticaC 


100% Recycled 
& FSC Papers 

Vegetable Inks 
with Low VOCs 

Chemical-Free 
CTP Production 

Printed with 
Wind Power 

* 

Brochures 

Postcards 

Catalogs 

Magazines 

Marketing 

Collateral 

Etc. j? 


ROLLING PRESS 

an environmentally-friendly 
boutique print house 


718 625 6800 T 
718 625 0669 F 
www.rollingpress.com 


Party pooper steals laptop 


Oldsmobile at around 6 pm and 
quickly discovered that a thug 
had tried to steal the car, which 
had been parked on 13th Street 
between Sixth and Seventh av- 

The lock and steering col- 
umn on the car had been dam- 
aged, said the man, who lives 
on 16th Street. 

And in a fourth incident, a 
Hicksville man’s 2006 Dodge 
was damaged by a would-be 
car thief on Oct. 31 , cops said. 

The man had left the car on 
11th Street between Sixth and 
Seventh Avenues shortly after 
noon. An hour later, he discov- 
ered that the ignition had been 
damaged by a screwdriver, cops 


By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Paper 

It could have been Batman, 
the Tin Man, or even that guy 
dressed as a banana — but 
now cops are hunting for the 
costumed creep who stole a 
woman’s laptop computer 
during her Halloween party. 

The woman, 25 , invited pals 
(and, obviously, some non-pals) 
to her Seventh Avenue apart- 
ment for a pre-Halloween bash 
in the afternoon on Oct. 28. 

But when the guests were 
gone, she discovered that her 
Apple Powerbook was gone 
from the apartment, which is 
between Garfield Place and 
First Street. 

Good eyes 

A man who watched a bur- 
glar break into a 14th Street 
apartment made enough of a 
ruckus to scare off the would- 
be thief on Oct. 29. 

Cops said the 13th Street res- 
ident, looking out his back win- 
dow at around 11:20 am, saw a 
man breaking into a back win- 
dow of a fourth-floor apartment 
between Seventh and Eighth 
Avenues. 

All three residents of the 
apartment, women between the 
ages of 27 and 32, were at work 
at the time — strikingly similar 
to the last time such a thing 
happened, on July 9, they told 
cops. 

Union haul 

A man punched out a 34- 
year-old Manhattanite on Union 
Street in an early morning beat- 


ing on Nov. 4. 

The victim took himself to 
St. Vincent’s Hospital in Man- 
hattan after the 1 am punch-out, 
whose motives were not given. 
After sleeping off his injuries, 
the man came to the 78 th 
Precinct stationhouse 12 hours 
later to report the crime. 

He told cops that his as- 
sailant was a black Hispanic 
man, 5-foot-6, 150 pounds with 
short, close-cut hair. 

Cool crime 

A thief kicked in the base- 
ment door of a 12th Street 
house and stole a refrigerator on 
Oct. 31, cops said. 

The owner of the home, 
which is between Fifth and 
Sixth avenues, told police that 
he left the house at around 5:30 
pm. But when he returned the 
next day at around 6 pm, he 
discovered the broken door and 
the missing GE fridge, which 
was valued at $1 ,500. 

Baby blues 

A thief snatched a woman’s 
wallet while her back was 
turned to attend to her baby at a 
Fifth Avenue bodega on Nov. 1 . 

The 33-year-old victim told 
cops that she was in the store, 
which is between Carroll Street 
and Garfield Place, at around 5 
pm. When the baby fussed, her 
attention was diverted long 
enough for the thief to grab her 
bag, which contained $65, a 
cellphone, various cards and 
her keys. 

She told cops that the thief 
was a 5-foot-10, 170-pound 

Wheelin’ around 

At least two cars were stolen 

— and two others almost stolen 

— in the neighborhood last 
week, cops said. The busiest 
day was Oct. 28 when three in- 
cidents occurred: 

• A man who had parked his 
1994 Dodge Caravan on Fourth 
Avenue between Butler and 
Douglass streets at around 5 pm 
returned to it early the next 
morning and found only an 
empty space where the van had 

• A 69-year-old man who 
had parked his 1991 Plymouth 
on Seventh Avenue between 
13th and 14th streets at around 
4 pm returned three days later 
to find it missing. Again, there 
was no broken glass at the 
scene. Cops put the value of the 
car at $500. 

• A man got into his 1985 


78 BLOTTER 


Bomb squad 

Al Pacino (above) and Robert DeNiro were at the 78th 
Precinct stationhouse on Sixth Avenue on Oct. 25 to shoot a 
scene for their upcoming film, "Righteous Kill." The actors 
never entered the stationhouse, much to the chagrin of sev- 
eral cops inside. "They told us not to even talk to them!" said 
one lady in uniform. 


Congregation 
Mount Sinai 

250 Cadman Plaza W. 
Conservative/Egalitarian 
A House for Prayer / A Home for People 

71 8-875-91 24 
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Shabbat Shalom! 

Presented by 

B'nai Avraham 

of Brooklyn Heights 
117 Remsen St. • 596-4840 


Candle 

Lighting 


Shabbat Toldos 

Fri„ Nov. 9, before 4:26 pm 
Shabbat Vayeitzei 

Fri., Nov. 16, before 4:20 pm 


St. John-St. Matthew-Emanuel 
Lutheran Church Park Slope 

283 Prospect Ave (5 th and 6 th Aves.) 
(718)768-0528 www.stjme.org 
ELCA — Reconciling in Christ 
Sunday Worship 11:00 
Rev. David C. Parsons 


Brown Memorial 
Baptist Church 

484 Washington Ave., Ft. Greene 


Mission Statement 


WE ARE THE BEST 
PART OF YOUR DAY, 

EVERYDAY. ^ 
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PARK SLOPE 

191 15TH ST. BROOKLYN 
T:718. 965. 6200 
OPEN 24HRS 
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BAY RIDGE 

9215 4TH AVE. BROOKLYN 
T:718. 238. 9400 
OPEN 24HRS 


iamaiw. harborf it ness . com 


Good at any location. 


IPf ALL 


PA55 


Must be 1 8 years of age or older. Local residents with 
valid driver’s license. Not valid if tree trial has been 
used in past 1 2 months. For first time guest only. 
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BATH BEACH 


Trust kills the 
evil superbug 


YELLOW 

HOOKER 



Matthew Lysiak 


I I ON OUR OTHER 

steep 

PAGES ■ 


W hen a student at PS 101 was 
recently diagnosed with the 
feared “supervirus,” a notable 
event happened in our small comer 
of Brooklyn — communication. 

It was fast as it was efficient: the 
parents of the infected student 
learned of their kid’s diagnosis of 
MRSA, a “superbug” resistant to 
most drngs, on Oct. 26 and soon af- 
ter informed the school’s adminis- 
tration, who quickly passed the 
knowledge along to the city’s De- 
partment of Health and the rest of 
the school’s parents. It all happened 
within 48 hours. 

Principal Greg Korrol should receive a standing ovation for 
the profound lack of noise — as in the absence of panic, public 
outcries, or rioting parents that followed the news. 

Sounds easy, right? Well, apparently not. The rest of Brooklyn 
should take notes from how Bensonhurst handled this threat to 
public safety and it begins and ends with an environment of trust. 

By contrast, in Canarsie, the Health Department knew that PS 
211 seventh grader Omar Rivera had died of the vims more than 
five full days before parents were informed. No one can ever be 
certain of anyone’s intentions, but the move did more than anger 
a lot of people. It also exposed something about the relationship 
between the school and the community best described by one 
pol with a knack for clever one-liners. 

“What did they know and when did they know it?” asked 
Councilman Charles Barron (D-Canarsie). 

Rhetoric aside, the actual threat to schools appears to be minis- 
cule. The Health Department says the vast majority of serious cases 
occur in hospital settings, and that healthy people are likely to heal 
on their own or with little treatment. Better yet, officials are report- 
ing that the Bensonhurst 
student is on the road to a 
fast recovery. 

In the aftermath of the 
Canarsie debacle, local 
schools are now taking 
common-sense precau- 
tions, like at Coney Is- 
land’s IS 239, where the 
PA system frequently re- 
minds kids to wash their 

Of course, washing 
hands, keeping cuts clean, 
and avoiding too much 
skin-to-skin contact with 
sick people is a good idea 

no matter what viruses are 

floating around, but in 
any crisis (or potential crisis), the most-effective weapon is the free 
exchange of information, which only happen in an environment of 
trust among parents, students, and the administration. 

Matthew Lysiak is a freelance writer who lives in Bay Ridge. 

THE KITCHEN SINK 

A big thanks to Mrs. Lauren's pre-K class at DGK Holy 
Cross School, located at 8502 Ridge Blvd., for welcoming The 
Sink in to her class to speak about the exciting life of a reporter as 
part of the school’s career day. Favorite question: Do you get to 
speak to firemen? ... Ladies be on the lookout! Last Friday a 
woman on the Bay Ridge Parents message board reported 
a flasher struck while she was waiting for the B 16 at 92nd and 
Shore Road. ... To the nice cashier at Associated Market, at 
7918 Third Ave., please refrain from wiping your runny nose with 
your sleeve before handling our spy’s produce. ... Where is 
WABC radio host Curtis Sliwa going after the news that he is 
being replaced by Don Imus? To Bay Ridge, of course! Sliwa will 
be the guest speaker on Nov. 14 at the Young Republicans 
meeting at Peggy O'Neill's on Fifth Avenue between 81st and 
82nd streets at 7:30. . . . Our pal Dolores Keeler wants YOU — 
but only if you’re a graduate of Bay Ridge High School, the 
center of learning now known as the High School of Telecommu- 
nication Arts & Technology. Keeler is trying to revive the Alumni 
Association, so if you fit the bill, call Anna at (718) 837-1807. 
. . . Our friends at the Rankin-Healey VFW. on Fourth Avenue 
near 93rd Street, had an awesome Oktoberfest. Making the scene 
were Assemblyman Alec Brook-Krasny and Councilman 
Vincent Gentile. Our spy sent us photos, but they were all blur- 
ry — an indication that everyone had a great time. 

E-mail us at Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com. 


PARK SLOPE 

Tree vs. car! 

COBBLE HILL 

Columbia St. rising 

W'MSBURG 

Cook on wheels ♦ 


online at BrooklynPaper.co 



Loose Dentures? 

GO AHEAD.... 

Eat what you want! 

Visit Dr. Tony Farha in the morning, 
have the “Mini-Implant System" placed in 
less than two hours, then go out and enjoy your 
favorite lunch. No more messy adhesive or pastes. 

As recently demonstrated by Dr. Tony 

on ABC & Fox News 




Vito’s V-Z suit driven from court 


By Matthew Lysiak 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Road-raging pols have 
dropped the legislative pens, 
called in the lawyers, and now 
must wait, wait, and wait 

That’s was the news this 
Monday after Rep. Vito Fossel- 
la (R-Bay Ridge) and Council- 
man James Oddo (R-Dyker 
Heights) filed a lawsuit against 
the Metropolitan Transportation 
Authority to temporarily halt 
reconstruction work on the Ver- 

Judge Phillip Minardo reject- 
ed the lawsuit, but directed both 
pols to return to court on Nov. 
27 to see what steps the quasi- 
state agency will take to mini- 
mize congestion on both sides 
of the bridge. 

The judge’s implication was 
clear: if the MTA doesn’t im- 
prove the congestion faced by 
commuters, the door is wide 
open to future legal action. 

Fossella and Oddo took the 
rare step of seeking the tempo- 
rary restraining order to prevent 
the MTA from beginning the 
next phase of the project, which 
they say has so far been a mis- 
managed nightmare, until they 
come up with a better way to 
move traffic. 

Pols were in a rush, so to 
speak, because the Phase n, 
which will shift the reconstruc- 
tion work from the right lane to 
the left, is set to begin — and 
once it does, it would be harder 
to halt. 

The ruling didn’t succeed in 



The Verrazano-Narrows Bridge, seen here 
during its construction in the 1960s, is 
undergoing a multi-year renovation. 


halting the work, but it achieved 
a well-trafficked compromise, at 
least according to Fossella. 

“The lawsuit succeeded in 
forcing the MTA to develop a 
series of initiatives today to im- 
prove the daily commute and 
reduce commute times,” said 
Fossella. “This is the first time 
that the MTA has come to the 
table with serious proposals to 
fix this problem.” 

Fossella is referring to sever- 
al concrete proposals the MTA 
must now come up with to min- 
imize the impact of the project, 
which will be presented to his 
office on Monday. 

The MTA also welcomed the 


judge’s ruling as an opportunity 
for more negotiations, but cau- 
tioned that scrapping the plans 
altogether, as Fossella has sug- 
gested, would only result in 
more delays, according to agency 
spokeswoman Joyce Mulvaney. 

“We will continue to work 
with elected officials on ways to 
ease traffic,” said Mulvaney. 
“This is necessary work and our 
goal is to get the job done and 
get out of people’s lives, but re- 
designing the project at this 
point would only increase the 
risk that the work won’t end on 

The first phase of the 15- 
month $65-million project be- 


gan in June, when one lane in 
each direction was closed for a 
lower-level rehab, a complete 
removal and reconstruction of 
the roadway, parapet wall and 
utilities, and rehabilitation of the 
steel beneath. 

The construction has also 
spilled over into the streets of 
Bay Ridge, where on many 
weekdays rush hour traffic has 
gridlocked parts of 86th Street to 
a grinding halt from cars bottle- 
necking at the bridge entrance. 

“The bridge is a nightmare,” 
said commuter Mark Lillmars. 
“Ferry service is beginning to 
sound better and better every 


Fidler’s folly: Let’s tunnel to SI! 


By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Here’s an idea whose time 
has come — again: How about 
a subway to Staten Island? 

This back-to-the-future bomb- 
shell was dropped by Council- 
man Lew Fidler (D-Canarsie) 
last week as one of the points in 
his “Nine-CARAT STONE 
Plan” (the awkward acronym 
stands for “Clean our Air, Re- 
duce All Traffic, Support Trans- 
portation Operations in New 
York’s Environs”). 

The tunnel, which would al- 
low for an extension of the sub- 
way system to Staten Island from 
the critical 59th Street station just 
north of Bay Ridge, was first pro- 
posed back in the 1920s — and 
workers even started digging it 
— but the project was abandoned 
due to opposition of Staten Is- 
landers and disputes between 
then-Mayor Hylan and the then- 
independent subway operators. 

“The city put it out to bid, 
but they didn’t like the numbers 
that came back,” said transit 
historian Larry Furlong. “And, 
obviously, the people of Staten 
Island, which was then quite ru- 
ral, didn’t want it.” 

But times have certainly 
changed. Drivers — many com- 



Councilman Lew Fid- 
ler unveiled a nine- 
point plan to ease 
traffic — including a 
tunnel to Staten Is- 
land. A tunnel was 
once started, but 
capped near Owls 
Head Park (inset). 




ing to and from Staten Island — 
choke the Brooklyn-Queens Ex- 
pressway all day. 

In addition to a transit tunnel, 
Fidler supported a cross-Harbor 


freight tunnel and burying the 
BQE to open up the Sunset Park 
waterfront to parkland and eco- 
nomic development — both 
dreams of transit wonks. 


To pay for it, Fidler would 
levy a one-third-of-one-percent 
tax on all employer payrolls in 
the tri-state region. 

“Congestion is a regional 
problem and requires a regional 
solution,” he told The Brooklyn 
s Paper. “In order to get off Stat- 
1 en Island, residents have to use 
| one fossil-fueled vehicle or an- 
7 other — car or bus. It’s ridicu- 
| lous that the fastest-growing 
c borough has no access to the 
f rest of the city.” 

I Fidler called the Nine 
| CARAT STONE Plan his “al- 
ternative to congestion pricing,” 
which he believes does not 
share the burden fairly. All told, 
Fidler’s follies would cost well 
more than $10 billion, he esti- 
mated, but the payroll tax 
would generate $1-2 bilhon. 


u bulova 


• This advanced system is FDA-Approved. 

• It is a one-step, non-surgical procedure. 

• No sutures, nor the typical months of healing. 

• No pain or discomfort. 

• Affordable (Payment Plans available and Insurance coverage 

Dr. Tony is recognized as a Professor of the Mini Dental Implant. 


*0NLY $495 
FOR DENTURE! 

Limited Time Offer 
‘with a puchase of MDI 



Call today for your FREE Consultation 

718 - 833-6895 

461 77th St - Bay Ridge • 1412 Richmond Rd - Staten Island 
www. oraldentalcare. com 
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Harbor Motor Inn 



• 25 years in business 

• Convenient location 

(off Exit 5 on the Belt Pkwy, 
B6 bus stops in front) 


• Ample parking on premises 

• 24 hour security 

• Easy Taxi Cab Access 

• Food Deliveries 


Harbor Motor Inn 

1730 Shore Parkway 
(between Bay Parkway & 26th Avenue) 
Phone: (718) 946-9200 
H Fax: (718) 266-0888 ®© 


STAIR LIFTS 


FREE Estimate 
and in-home 
consultation 

FREE Installation 
FREE Delivery 


% 



DERMER 


PHARMACY & SURGICAL 

• 2064 Flatbush Ave. • (718) 377-4900 


Klezmer & 
Yiddish 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 16 

Kids’ Klezmer Time 

4:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. 

Sing out loud and stomp your feet with 
The Strauss/Warschauer Klezmer Duo 
For preschoolers & kindergartners 

Workweek Wind-Down 

6:00 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. 

Get in the mood for Shabbat with a glass 
of red, white, or sparkling soda - 
plus a bit of klezmer. 

Kabbalat Shabbat Service 

6:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 

Our musical guests Deborah Strauss and 
Jeff Warschauer will add a special sound. 

Eastern Europe 

Pot Luck Dinner & Music 

7:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 

What kind of food goes with klezmer music? 
You supply your favorite Russian/Polish 
comfort food* We’ll supply the 
beverages and musical entertainment by 
The Strauss/Warschauer Klezmer Duo. 

‘No pork or shellfish, please. 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 17 

Breakfast Torah Study 

9:00 a.m. to 10:15 a.m. 

Bagels, coffee, and a friendly study group. 
Topic: Tikkun Olam: Repairing the World. 

Shabbat Service 

10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

Tot Shabbat 

11:15 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. 

Singing, dancing, and a little Yiddish 
for toddlers, preschoolers, and their 
adult guest — with Jewish song leader 
Debbie Brukman. 

Lunch with a Taste of Yiddish 

12:30 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

Our resident Yiddish expert Zeva Roschko 
will introduce us to yiddish folk songs, 
lullabies, love songs, and protest songs. 
Lunch provided courtesy of the 
Union Temple Synaplex Committee. 


UNION TEMPLE 

Reform Egalitarian Inclusive 
17 Eastern Parkway 


718-638-7600 


uniontemple@uniontemple.or( 
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Gunman robs teen on 62nd Street 


By Matthew Lysiak 
and Michael Giardina 

The Brooklyn Paper 


68th Precinct 


A 15-year-old boy was 
robbed at gunpoint in front of 
his 62nd Street home on Nov. 2. 

The teen told cops that he 
had gotten to his front door at 
2:30 pm when a Chinese man 
came up from behind and 
pointed a black semi-automatic 
handgun at his face. 

“Are you Faye?” the armed 
bandit asked. 

After the boy told him “no,” 
the crook pushed the young vic- 
tim inside the hallway and then 
ordered him to break open his 
mother’s bedroom door. Once 
inside, he had him smash open 
a locked drawer where $2,000 
was hidden, which the perp 
grabbed before fleeing on foot. 

Wallet swipe 

Police Blotter tip of the day 
— always keep your eyes on 
your wallet. 

A 26-year-old woman says 
she placed her wallet on a 


bench in front of a store on 86th 
Street at 1:20 pm only to turn 
around and discover it missing, 
along with the $200 inside. 

The bench is near Fourth Av- 

Bike bandits 

Cops broke up a bike heist 
on Halloween night after 28- 
year-old man called police 
when we saw a Third Avenue 
bike store being robbed at 2 am. 

Cops arrived on the scene, 
which is near 90th Street, and 
found two perps making off 
with boxes. When ordered to 
“freeze,” one of the perps did, 
but the other ran off. The 17- 
year-old who obeyed the cops’ 
order was arrested while his 
fleet-footed accomplice made 
off with $1,500 in bike sup- 
plies. 

Playstation perp 

It’s like stealing candy from 

Two heartless thugs swiped a 
portable Playstation right out of 
the hands of a 10-year-old boy at 

The boy was enjoying the 
handheld gaming device on a 


POLICE BLOTTER 


bench on Fourth Avenue nea 
67th Street when the bullies ru 
ined his good time, then ra 
away laughing. 


62nd Precinct 


Delivery bust 

A deliveryman had his pay- 
ment robbed by his own co- 
worker after delivering to a 
20th Avenue tobacco store on 
Oct. 26. 

The man dropped off the co- 
worker in front of the store, 
which is near Cropsey Avenue, 
at around 1 pm, to bring in the 
goods and get payment from 

Meanwhile, he tried to find a 
parking spot. 

When he finally got to the 
store, the shopkeeper told him 
that the co-worker had taken 
the $2,000, and fled, police 


Tanning swipe 

A woman got burned twice 
in one day — first by the tan- 
ning salon she was patronizing 
and then by the thug who stole 
her purse while she was taking 
in the artificial daylight at the 
86th Street salon on Nov. 3. 

The 29-year-old was in the 
tanning booth, which is near 
19th Avenue, at around 1 pm. 
She reclined on the UV-illumi- 
nated bed and left her purse on 


the floor. The perp managed to 
sneak in, grab the bag, and de- 
part without the victim noticing. 

The thug swiped $120, along 
with her credit and debit cards. 

Handy men 

Two perps were arrested for 
trying to steal construction 
equipment from an Avenue P 
worksite on Oct. 31 after a wit- 
ness’s tip alerted cops. 

At around 1 am, the tag team 
was first spotted lugging around 
the equipment, a hammer drill, 
and black tool box, by a man 
walking on Avenue O and West 
Third Street. The perps dropped 
the tools and fled, but were lat- 


er caught by police on West 
Eight Street. 

B82 bump 

A woman was a victim of 
the old bump-and-run after a 
perp took her purse while she 
rode a B82 bus on Kings High- 
way on Oct. 25. 

The 56-year-old realized her 
purse was gone once she got off 
at West Sixth Street at 3: 10 pm. 
The perp had taken her pocket- 
book, which had $360, and fled 
before she realized it was gone, 
police said. 

Transit troubles 

Two late-night subway riders 
had cash and credit cards stolen 


while riding the N and D lines 
last week. 

The first incident was on 
Oct. 29, when the victim had 
his wallet literally cut out of his 
pants pocket while he slept on 
the Coney Island-bound N train 
at around 2 am. He finally 
woke up at the Avenue U stop, 
police said. 

robbed and beaten by a trio of 
perps on a Coney Island-bound 

At around 3 am, the thugs 
approached the man and asked 
him for money. When he re- 
fused, two of them punched 
him in the face, while the other 


rifled through his pockets, tak- 
ing $200. 

The fled, leaving the man 
broke, his lip bleeding and his 
eye swollen, police said. 

Pkwy burg 

A woman returned to her 
Bay Ridge Parkway apartment 
to find a back window open and 
her cash and jewelry stolen on 
Nov. 3. 

The 29-year-old returned to 
the apartment, which is near 19th 
Avenue, at around 7 pm. The 
thieves had managed to break 
through a back window and 
swipe $1,000, along with jewel- 
ry, from her dresser, police said. 


Muni meters click in on 86th St. 


^ Brooklyn’s Best ^ 

HOTEL 

Free Continental Breakfast • 60 Rooms With All Amenities 
Meeting Hall • Fitness Room • 4 Jacuzzi Rooms • Free Wireless Internet 
Secure Limited Parking • View On The Bay • Close To Restaurants 


By Geraldine Rebollido 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

It’s been three weeks since 
the city installed 58 “Muni-Me- 
ters” on 86th Street — and 
Bensonhurst drivers apparently 
love them. 

“I love not wasting my shop- 
ping time searching for 
change,” said lonathan O’Neil. 
“It’s really simple and so con- 
venient!” 

The meters are certainly con- 
venient, city officials said, be- 
cause they not only take the 
standard quarters, but also dol- 
lar coins, credit cards and 
“Parking Cards” that can be 
purchased by mail or on the 
city’s Web site. 

But are they simple? They 
certainly do simplify the 



streetscape, given that one 
muni-meter replaces at least six 
regular parking meters. 

The loss of individual meters 
also creates a few more parking 
spaces per block, said city 
Transportation Commissioner 
Janette Sadik-Khan, who was 
on hand last month to christen 
the Euro-style meters. 

“Parking just became a little 
easier for drivers who visit one 
of Brooklyn’s business shop- 
ping streets,” she said. 

It also got a little more ex- 
pensive. Thanks to modem 
technology, the no-arm bandits 
are programmed to charge pro- 
gressively higher fees for longer 
stays to encourage turnover. 

A study this summer by 
Transportation Alternatives sug- 
gested that a least half the cars 


circling our commercial strips 
are merely looking for parking. 
The advocacy group has en- 
couraged the city to raise meter 
parking rates to encourage 
turnover. 

Even with the higher prices, 
driver Ted Burgen said he’s 
pleased. 

“These Meters are so awe- 

“I don’t have to worry about 
tickets and loose change. All I 
have to worry about is time, and 
that is pretty fair. New York def- 
initely needs this, it is extremely 
convenient.” 

The 58 meters in Benson- 
hurst join the 1,200-odd muni- 
machines the city has installed 
since 2005, Sadik-Khan said. 

To buy a pre-paid parking 
card, go to www.nyc.gov/dot 



City is readin’, writin’ & ratin’ 

Are Bay Ridge schools 
losing their luster? 


By Zachary Kolodin 

for The Brooklyn Paper 




3218 Emmons Ave. Bklyn, ny Sheepshead bay 

(betw. Coyle & Bragg) E-mail: GM.NY275@choicehotels.com 

Fax (718) 368-3963 Tel: (718) 368-3334 


A 


Parents all over Brooklyn were no doubt scratching their heads 
over the city’s new progress report cards — “How could PS 107 
get an ‘A’ while PS 321 got a ‘B’?” some Park Slope parents 
muttered; “And what’s with that ‘C’ for PS 8 in Brooklyn 
Heights?” others groused — but the grades should not be taken 
as the final word on school quality, the Department of Education 
said this week. 

Rather, the grades reflect a combination of school environment, 
student achievement, and most importantly, student progress, which 
determines 55 percent of the grade and measures yearly gains in 
reading and math. 

Some schools didn’t receive as high a grade as expected because 
so much weight is given to a school’s increase in test scores. So al- 
ready excellent schools like PS 321 don’t get as many points for 
serving top students well year after year. Instead, schools are more 
rewarded for raising the scores of students in the bottom third of 
their school, according to Andrew Jacob, a spokesman for the De- 
partment of Education. 

See the accompanying chart for an overview, but to get the full 
breakdown for your school, visit the Department of Education Web 
site at www.schools.nyc.gov. 


The report card 

Bay Ridge didn't fare too well in the city's brand-new comprehensive progress report sys- 
tem, with just two of the neighborhood's 1 9 elementary and middle schools receiving A 
grades (1 1 percent). That's less than half as good as the citywide average of 23 percent. In 
addition, only eight schools got B grades, meaning that only 53 percent of the schools got 
A or B marks — a good 10 percent less than the citywide average. On the bright side, lo- 
cal celebrity Lorraine Bracco, who played Dr. Melfi on "The Sopranos," has cause to be 
proud: her alma mater, PS 127, received an A. Find your school below: 

SCHOOL 

GRADE 

OVERALL SCORE 

SCHOOL 

GRADE 

OVERALL SCORE 

PS 127 

A 

64.75 

PS 170 

c 

41.73 

PS 200 

B 

59.97 

PS 185 

c 

40.92 

PS 102 

B 

58.67 

PS 205 

c 

40.28 

PS 229 

B 

55.66 

PS 180 

c 

39.69 

PS 204 

B 

54.73 

PS/IS 104 

c 

48.79 

PS 176 

B 

54.51 

IS 187 

A 

69.76 

PS 69 

B 

51.39 

JHS 201 

B 

58.78 

PS 105 

B 

51.18 

IS 30 

B 

55.8 

PS 163 

C 

45.54 

JHS 259 

C 

49.26 

| Source: Department of Education 

JHS 227 

C 

46.01 
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SIGN UP NOW 
ADULT BASKETBALL ALUMNI LEAGUE 

enrollment In F^ll Program ensures spot In full league starting In January. 

CALLING ALL SCHOOLS. JnriJn.-4 k SAL.^CHSAA.. P J01N NOW 
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STARTING IN DECEM IEH... AVIATOR MARTIAL ARTS ACADEMY. ..directed by PHD. LUIS FERfiER, 9th degree black belt 
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For updates on Halloween at Aviator and our new indoor soccer facilities 
visit us online at: www.AVIATORSPOnTS.com 

PLAN YOUR HOLIDAY PARTY AT AVIATOR NOW 
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A man with the 
tricks & treats 


G reenpoint has always been the 
kind of place where people put 
a lot of effort into decorating 
their yards and houses for the holi- 
days. So last Wednesday evening, I 
decided to take a walk around the 
neighborhood and hold my 
“Best Halloween Display” contest. 

My walk started with the usually 
holiday-happy blocks east and north 
of McGolrick Park, which were a 
slight disappointment. I saw nothing 
special on Apollo Street. Haus- 
man Street (between Nassau and 
Meeker avenues), the “American flag 
block,” was still flying the Stars and 
Stripes — along with one Irish flag 
— from every house, as it has since 
9-11. However striking, all this red, 
white and blue left little room for scarecrows and jack-o-lantems. 
Neither did I see anything to write home about on Sutton Street, 
Morgan Avenue or Kingsland Avenue. 

Russell Street, between Driggs and Nassau, which always 
comes through on Christmas, had a few well-decorated yards. 
The best was at 97 Russell St., which earned points for effort — 
ghosts in trees! — wit and overall composition. In my opinion, 
however, the most important category in judging any holiday 
display is the number of disparate decorative themes. We are 
looking for entertainment here, not high art. 

By this standard, 97 Russell won second place in my self- 
judged competition. I counted an impressive 17 different 
themes: snakes, eyeballs, ghosts, skeletons, rats, cats and bats, 
tomb stones, spiders, com stalks, scarecrows, vultures, Franken- 
stein, zombies, dead pirates, witches and organ music. 

The clear neighborhood winner was around the comer at 648 
Humboldt St., which drew crowds of amazed onlookers for 
t of the month of 
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October. On Halloween 
itself, the place was 
mobbed, as costumed 
kids explored the display 
and adults took flash 
pictures. Though a few 
in the crowd quibbled 
that last year’s model 
was better (“They had re- 
ally scary actors”), this 
was a tremendous crowd 
pleaser, from the dozens 
of figures covering the 
roof and both stories of 
the house to the ghosts 
___ in nearby trees to the 

fake corpse jammed un- 
der the rear wheel of a 

tow track parked nearby — a literal traffic stopper. 

I enjoyed the unhealthy-looking ghoul vomiting a stream of 
blood into a garbage can, the decapitated heads, the severed 
limbs and the way the whole thing was brought together by the 
disembowelment motif. But it was in the sheer number of dis- 
tinct themes that this display really shined, or screamed. There 
was Hollywood (Dracula, a shackled Frankenstein monster and 
his bride), classical mythology (Hell’s gatekeeper Cerberus, the 
three-headed dog), French history (a guillotine, sticky with 
blood), as well as phalanxes of skeleton swordsmen, dead pi- 
rates, ghosts, inchoate monsters, piles of entrails, scary clowns, 
hats, hones, gargoyles, snakes, crows, rats and — most frighten- 
ing of all — a very realistic “Tow Away Zone” sign. 

The madman behind all of this is Anthony Auriemma, who 
explained that he started building his display years ago and that 
“it just kept getting more and more.” It has now gotten to the 
point where it has cost him $8,000-10,000, even though he 
“buys new Halloween stuff for next year after this year’s holi- 
day, when everything is on sale,” and stores it in the garage. 

Everyone seemed to be enjoying Anthony’s way of celebrat- 
ing Halloween, except for his wife, who “just hates it and can’t 
wait for it to be over.” 

I can’t see why. My wife loves it when I fill up the house with 
expensive stuff she in which is not interested. 

Tom Gilbert is a historian and writer who lives in Greenpoint 

THE KITCHEN SINK 

A new fitness center. Soma Health Club, will open in Jan- 
uary in a huge building (formerly a theater) at 107 South Sixth 
St., between Berry Street and Driggs Avenue. The club owners 
promise 16,000 square feet of personal training, a steam room, 
sauna, free weights, private yoga, aerobic classes, cardio theater, 
private atrium, “and much, much more.” . . . Caught “American 
Gangster” over the weekend, and was surprised to see North 
Brooklyn playing the part of New Jersey. I can see some re- 
semblance, but it would have helped if Ridley Scott had avoided 
filming landmarks like the Williamsburg Bridge, the Domi- 
no Sugar plant and McCarren Park. . . . More top scores 
from our North Brooklyn quiz: John Rivetti 23 out of 25; 
Nancy Petrullo 20 out of 25. 

E-mail us at Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com. 


^Cartridge World 

Make a holiday meal of 
Cartridge World's low prices!! 
ring your printer ink and laser cartridge 
back for seconds and SAVE. 

Save up to 50%!! 

Call 718 554-1203 

go to www.cwdbklyn.com or 
visit us at 224A Atlantic Ave, Brooklyn 


Cook on wheels battles back 


By Adam F. Hutton 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Nathan Lichtenstein was 
bom and raised in the Hasidic 
community in Williamsburg, 
but when he returned to his 
boyhood home to start a busi- 
ness a few months ago, he 
didn’t get a warm welcome 
from neighborhood’s ultra-Or- 
thodox Jews. 

Scores of religious activists 
rallied against Lichtenstein’s 
“Sub on Wheels,” a kosher 
food track that he parks on the 
Lee Avenue overpass above the 
Brooklyn-Queens Expressway. 
His detractors hung signs in the 
neighborhood warning local 
families not to allow their chil- 
dren to patronize the track 
where Lichtenstein serves typi- 
cal fare — hamburgers, hot 
dogs and grilled meat sand- 
wiches — along with kosher fa- 
vorites like knishes and kugel. 

Lichtenstein didn’t back 
down to the protesters — when 
they started intimidating cus- 
tomers, he called the cops. 



Nathan Lichtenstein (beard) parks his kosher "Sub on Wheels"truck 
every night on Lee Avenue and the Brooklyn-Queens Expressway. 


Two men were arrested for 
disorderly conduct last month, 
said Police Officer Juan Ro- 
man, a community affairs offi- 
cer in Williamsburg’s 90th 
Precinct. 

“The guy has every right to 
be there and the protesters don’t 


have a right to disrupt his busi- 
ness,” Roman said. “There 
were customers waiting to or- 
der and these guys were run- 
ning them off. It got out of 

Lichtenstein’s opponents say 
his fast-food business encour- 


ages the sin of over-eat- 
ing, a “shonda” in such a 
pious neighborhood. Be- 
cause the truck is open 
from 6 pm to midnight, 
customers are eating din- 
ner at home and then 
snacking on fast food 
later, opponents have 
said. The protesters also 
object to patrons hang- 
ing about on the streets 

“They say I’m creat- 
ing a hangout for peo- 
ple,” Lichtenstein said. 
“But there is no hangout. 
People come and buy 
their food and they go 

Despite the protests, 
he’s doing brisk busi- 

prising to a man who grew up 
in the community. 

“I know the neighborhood 
and I know the people. There 
was a demand for kosher food 
fast here and it was very simple 
for me to see that,” Lichtenstein 
told The Brooklyn Paper. 


City readm’, writin’ and ratin’ schools 


By Zachary Kolodin 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

Parents all over Brooklyn 
were no doubt scratching their 
heads over the city’s new 
progress report cards — 
“How could PS 107 get an 
‘A’ while PS 321 got a ‘B’?” 
some Park Slope parents mut- 
tered; “And what’s with that 
‘C’ for PS 8 in Brooklyn 
Heights?” others groused — 
but the grades should not be 
taken as the final word on 
school quality, the Department 
of Education said this week. 

Rather, the grades reflect a 
combination of school environ- 
ment, student achievement, and 
most importantly, student pro- 
gress, which determines 55 per- 
cent of the grade and measures 
yearly gains in reading and 

The reason some schools did- 
n’t receive as high a grade as ex- 


The report card 

Williamsburg and Greenpoint didn't fare too well in the city's brand-new comprehensive 
progress report system, with just half of the neighborhood's 1 2 elementary and middle 
schools receiving grades of B or better (well below the citywide average of 61 percent). 
Interestingly, PS 1 8, which was rocked by racial tensions in 2006, received the best over- 
all score in the area. Find your school below: Source: Department of Education 


SCHOOL GRADE OVERALL SCORE SCHOOL GRADE OVERALL SCORE 


PS 018 
PS 132 
PS 017 
PS 110 
PS 019 


85.11 

72.95 

58.53 

53.82 

48.92 


PS 016 
PS 084 
MS 577 
JHS 050 
JHS 126 


37.08 

35.8 
76.73 
65.57 
32.41 


pected is because so much year. Instead, schools are more See the accompanying chart 
weight is given to a school’s in- rewarded for raising the scores of for an overview, but to get the 

crease in test scores. So already students in the bottom third of full breakdown for your school, 

excellent schools like PS 321 their school, according to An- visit the Department of Educa- 

don’t get as many points for serv- drew Jacob, a spokesman for the tion Web site at www.- 

ing top students well year after Department of Education. schools.nyc.gov. 


Congress just doesn’t get it! 


Why isn't Congress 
moving to make English 
the official language of 
the United States? 


Mike RicattO President 


I'll be your bridge from where you are 
to where you want to be 


Ellen 

Gottlieb 
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. The first streetcar in the world, a 
horse-drawn car that ran on lower Fourth 
Avenue in Manhattan, began operation 


- The first Army-Navy football game was 
played at West Point, New York. Navy 
won 24-0 


. Construction began on the Williamsburg 
Bridge 

# 

. New York's Pennsylvania Station opened 

. Baseball great Joe DiMaggio was born 

. Wireless transmission of photographs 
from London to New York City was 
demonstrated by RCA 


. The first animated electric sign in the 
United States, the Times Square "zipper", 
was mounted around the top of the Times 
Building 


- The Holland Tunnel, the first underwater 
motor vehicle tunnel in the United States, 
opened to commercial traffic 


. The Queens-Midtown Tunnel opened 
to traffic 


- The first two sections of the Cross Bronx 
Expressway opened to traffic 


. The Verrazano-Narrows Bridge, at the 
time the world's longest suspension 
bridge, was formally opened 


. The musical Hair premiered at the Public 
Theater, off Broadway 


BMHB1 AgllfrMMUiT. the first 
pharmacy in Dumbo, Brooklyn, 
opens its doors on Jay Street 


Bridge 

APOTHECARY 


Complete Home Health Care 
and Beauty Aid Specialists 

JAY STREET • DUMBO • BROOKLYN 
| 718-246-4100 • OPEN 7 DAYS J 


Klezmer & 
Yiddish 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 16 

Kids’ Klezmer Time 

4:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. 

Sing out loud and stomp your feet with 

The Strauss/Warschauer Klezmer Duo 

For preschoolers & kindergartners 

Workweek Wind-Down 

6:00 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. 

Get in the mood for Shabbat with a glass 
of red, white, or sparkling soda - 
plus a bit of klezmer. 

Kabbalat Shabbat Service 

6:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 

Our musical guests Deborah Strauss and 
Jeff Warschauer will add a special sound. 

Eastern Europe 

Pot Luck Dinner & Music 

7:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 

What kind of food goes with klezmer music? 
You supply your favorite Russian/Polish 
comfort food.* We’ll supply the 
beverages and musical entertainment by 
The Strauss/Warschauer Klezmer Duo. 

*No pork or shellfish, please. 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 17 

Breakfast Torah Study 

9:00 a.m. to 10:15 a.m. 

Bagels, coffee, and a friendly study group. 
Topic: Tikkun Olam: Repairing the World. 

Shabbat Service 

10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

Tot Shabbat 

11:15 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. 

Singing, dancing, and a little Yiddish 
for toddlers, preschoolers, and their 
adult guest — with Jewish song leader 
Debbie Brukman. 

Lunch with a Taste of Yiddish 

12:30 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

Our resident Yiddish expert Zeva Roschko 
will introduce us to yiddish folk songs, 
lullabies, love songs, and protest songs. 
Lunch provided courtesy of the 
Union Temple Synaplex Committee. 


j 

UNION TEMPLE 


Reform Egalitarian Inclusive 

a " " b " 

17 Eastern Parkway 

*r - 

Across from ttje Brooldyn^PuW.c Library 

+ m U Z 

718-638-7600 
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BetterLeadershipAmerica.or g 











of the Year 


The Brooklyn Paper • www.BrooklynPaper.com • ( 718 ) 834-9350 


November 10, 2007 


New name, mission for preservation group 


By Adam F. Hutton 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The preservationist group that fought to land- 
mark the Domino Sugar refinery and other in- 
dustrial sites along the Williamsburg and Green- 
point waterfront has changed its name to more 
accurately reflect its mission. 

The Waterfront Preservation Alliance of Green- 
point and Williamsburg will now be known as the 
Williamsburg Greenpoint Preservation Alliance — 
indicating the group’s commitment to the entirety 
of both neighborhoods, not just the waterfront. 

“We started to think that the waterfront part of 
it wasn’t telling the whole story, so we decided to 
change the name,” said group spokesman Ward 
Dennis. “People have assumed that we’re only in- 
terested in industrial buildings along the water- 
front, but in reality, we’re looking at all of 
Williamsburg and Greenpoint.” 

The alliance came together in 2004 to back the 
landmarking of the Cass Gilbert-designed Austin- 
Nichols warehouse at 184 Kent St. The Land- 
marks Preservation Commission did declare it 


worthy of such designation, but the City Council 
overruled it, clearing the way for owner Moishe 
Kestenbaum to alter the facade, construct a large 
rooftop addition and convert the building into lux- 
ury condos. 

In the past two months, the group has had more 
success in preserving historic buildings by support- 
ing landmark designations for the Domino plant in 
Williamsburg and the Eberhard Faber pencil facto- 
ry complex in Greenpoint, both of which were re- 
cently granted protected status by the LPC. 

But Dennis said the group is concerned about 
preserving more than just factories and warehous- 
es. He says the alliance is working on a proposal 
to landmark Fillmore Place, a block of pre-Civil 
War rowhouses between Driggs Avenue and Roe- 
bling Street, one block north of Grand Street. 

“We’re also interested in issues that go beyond 
historic and architectural preservation to neighbor- 
hood preservation, including sustainable develop- 
ment and good growth,” said Dennis, who is also 
chairman of the Community Board 1 land-use 
committee. 

For more information, visit www.wgpa.us. 




Lose some, win some: Local preservationists were unable to convince the City Council to landmark the Austin-Nichols warehouse (left), but did save 
most of the Domino Sugar factory (right). 


Building is 
the finger 

By Adam F. Hutton 

The Brooklyn Paper 

This 10-story condo tower soaring over 
Richardson Street in Williamsburg finally has 
a name. Counterintuitive though it may be, 
the developer is calling the dark-colored tow- 
er Luminous. 

Built on top of an abandoned one-story 
warehouse between Humboldt and North Hen- 
ry streets, the tower will include nine two-bed- 
room, two-bathroom condos. 

The condo’s designer, controversial architect 
Robert Scarano, calls it a “sliver” building 
rather than the more common term, “finger” 
building — a tall, slim tower that rises above its 
low-scale neighbors and appears to be giving 
“the finger” to its surroundings. 

But in spite of that ribald implication. Lumi- 
nous has some features that beckon, “Welcome 
home,” not “screw you.” For example, each 
unit will take up an entire floor, making it the 
perfect building if you don’t like to share a hall- 
way. The elevators will open up into the living 
areas, which each feature floor-to-ceiling win- 

Such buildings are Scarano’s calling card. 
The starchitect, who also designed the half-fin- 
ished finger building at 144 N. Eighth St., is fa- 
mous for figuring out how to skirt city rules to 
build towers in low-rise neighborhoods. As a 
result of several city violations, he’s been 
stripped of his ability to self-certify his designs. 

Even cool ones like this. 

Luminous will have its open house on Dec. 2, 
from noon to 4 pm. Call (718) 599-7373 for info. 



A rendering of a 10-story, Robert Scarano-designed apartment 
building going up at 214 Richardson St., between Humboldt 
and North Henry streets. Floor plans show the elevators open- 
ing directly into each tenant's apartment. 


Vito’s V-Z suit driven from court 



By Matthew Lysiak 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Road-raging pols have 
dropped the legislative pens, 
called in the lawyers, and now 
must wait, wait, and wait some 

That’s was the news this Mon- 
day after Rep. Vito Fossella 
(R-Bay Ridge) and Councilman 
James Oddo (R-Dyker Heights) 
filed a lawsuit against the Metro- 
politan Transportation Authority to 
temporarily halt reconstruction 
work on the Verrazano Bridge. 

Judge Phillip Minardo rejected 
the lawsuit, but directed both pols 
to return to court on Nov. 27 to see 
what steps the quasi-state agency 
will take to minimize congestion 
on both sides of the bridge. 

The judge’s implication was 
clear: if the MTA doesn’t improve 
the congestion faced by com- 
muters, the door is wide open to 
future legal action. 

Fossella and Oddo took the rare 
step of seeking the temporary re- 
straining order to prevent the MTA 
from beginning the next phase of 
the project, which they say has so 
far been a mismanaged nightmare, 
until they come up with a better 
way to move traffic. 

Pols were in a rush, so to speak, 
because the Phase II, which will 
shift the reconstruction work from 
the right lane to the left, is set to 


begin — and once it does, it would 
be harder to halt. 

The ruling didn’t succeed in 
halting the work, but it achieved a 
well-trafficked compromise, at 
least according to Fossella. 

“The lawsuit succeeded in forc- 
ing the MTA to develop a series of 
initiatives today to improve the dai- 
ly commute and reduce commute 


times,” said Fossella. “This is the 
first time that the MTA has come to 
the table with serious proposals to 
fix this problem.” 

Fossella is referring to several 
concrete proposals the MTA must 
now come up with to minimize the 
impact of the project, which will be 
presented to his office on Monday. 

The MTA also welcomed the 


judge’s ruling as an opportunity for 
more negotiations, but cautioned 
that scrapping the plans altogether, 
as Fossella has suggested, would 
only result in more delays, accord- 
ing to agency spokeswoman Joyce 
Mulvaney. 

“We will continue to work with 
elected officials on ways to ease 
traffic,” said Mulvaney. 


RELIGIOUS 

SERVICES 

To advertise in this weekly 
directory call Laura at 
(718) 834-9350 ext 109 


Cong. B’nai Jacob 

™ ■ Park Slope Synagogue 
401 9th Str. btw 6th & 7th Ave. 
718-832-1266 

Services: 7:15 Morning Minyan 


CLASSES/EVENTS/HOLIDAYS 

www.parkslopeshul.org 


Congregation 
Mount Sinai 

250 Cadman Plaza W. 


Conservative/Egalitarian 
A House for Prayer / A Home for People 

718 - 875-9124 



Brooklyn 


iiii ncigms 

uX Synagogue 


A warm, welcoming, and Jewishly 
diverse community, dedicated to 
life-long learning and to caring for 
the world and each other. 

Please join usi 
Shabbat evening service 
every Friday at 6:30 pm 
Torah study 

every Saturday at 9:30 am 


PARK SLOPE JEWISH CENTER 



Shabbat Shalom! 
B'nai Avraham 

of Brooklyn Heights 
117 Remsen St. • 596-4840 
Rabbi Aaron L. Raskin 

Candle 

Lighting 

Shabbat Toldos 

Fri., Nov. 9, before 4:26 pm 
Shabbat Vayeitzei 

Fri., Nov. 16, before 4:20 pm 


St. John— St. Matthew-Emanuel 
Lutheran Church Park Slope 

283 Prospect Ave (5^ and 6^ Aves.) 
(718)768-0528 www.stime.org 
ELCA — Reconciling in Christ 
Sunday Worship 11:00 
Rev. David C. Parsons 


Brown Memorial 
Baptist Church 

484 Washington Ave., Ft Greene 
Morning Worship 8:00am & 1 1 :00am 

r 7 J 8 - 638-61 21 


Night on town turns into brutal attack 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 


90th Precinct 


A night on the town turned 
into a nightmare for a 23-year- 
old woman when she returned 
to her South Third Street 
home from a Williamsburg 
bar early on Nov 3. 


The young lady thought 
she’d made it safely to her 
building, which is between 
Roebling and Havermeyer 
streets, after leaving a Bedford 
Avenue bar at 2: 10 am. 

But as she was walking up 
the stairs of her building, a man 
grabbed her, put a knife to her 
neck, and told her not to make 
any noise. He proceeded to cut 


Pet Health 

Questions? 

Ask Dr, Dendtler 

Providing Veterinary Care 

at 

Kihi’s Pet Spa and Boutique 

Dr. Pamella Dendtler 

Advanced Professional Training® 

The Animal Medical Center NYC 



'Vaccinations 'Hill's Prescription Diets 
'Skin Disorders 'Microchip Implants 
'Dental Care 'Surgery 
'House Calls 'Lab Tests 

239 Dekalb Ave. 

(Vanderbilt Ave. & Clermont Ave.) 

( 718 ) 789-7170 

www.sixthaveanimalclinic.com 
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An Award Winning Agency! 



Attention: Group Leaders For 2008/09! 

Earn A Free Cruise Or Cash Back When You Get 16 pax 
(8 cabins) Or More*. Any Events. Don’t Wait. Book Now! 


FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL: 

Ken Chow - Cruise Specialist 
“ Your Great Vacation Is In Our Hands” 

718 . 360.1988 

www.nycvaluecruise.com 

kchow@cruiseplanners.com 


90th PRECINCT BLOTTER 


her right cheek and right leg be- 
fore fleeing. 

The victim was taken to 
Bellevue Hospital in Manhat- 
tan. Police are investigating the 
mysterious attack. 

Bookworm rob 

A bookish upstater lost his 
wallet after leaving it on a bank 
teller’s counter on Nov. 2. 

The 25-year-old Tivoli resi- 
dent had been banking at 8 am 
at the financial institution on 
Broadway and Havermeyer 
Street, when he left his wallet, 
with his Hudson Valley library 
card, Philadelphia library card, 


check card, four credit cards, 
and $50 in cash, on the counter. 
When he returned, they were 
gone. 

Gamer robbed 

When a 28-year old Maujer 
Street resident entered his apart- 
ment, between Union Avenue 
and South First Street, at 8 am 
on Nov. 4, he noticed some 
prized possessions were miss- 
ing: an iMac, a Nintendo Wii, a 
number of Xbox games, a set of 
Bose headphones, a Nextel 
phone, a trove of “Family Guy” 
DVDs, and a Coach messen- 
ger’s bag. 


There was no sign of forced 
entry, and all of his windows 
had been locked. 

Lousy time 

Cops collared two teenage 
deviants for snatching a white 
metal chain from the neck of a 
17-year-old in front of a Grand 
Street high school on Nov. 2. 

The two 16-year-olds al- 
legedly walked up to the victim 
at 1 1 :50 am and asked him if he 
had the time. 

But that’s not what they 
were really after. Rather, they 
grabbed the chain from the vic- 
tim’s neck and ran away. 



Enjoy the Harvest 
on the East End 


The East End of Long Island has some of the world's finest 
wineries, farms and fabulous fresh seafood. Hampton Jitney 
makes it easy for Brooklynites to enjoy these bountiful offerings. 

1 Trip Eastbound on Fridays Need a p , ace t0 stay? 

1 Trip Westbound on Sundays For information on lodging and 

places to visit contact the North Fork 


For more information and reservations 



Regular Brooklyn service to Wine Country and the Hamptons 


School safety cops in the vicin- 
ity of the high school, between 
Waterbury Street and Bushwick 
Avenue, later arrested the two 
suspects. 

Big papi 

A Bushwick man who invit- 
ed a stranger back to his apart- 
ment was beaten, tied up and 
robbed by the man on Nov. 5 
"nt the loutish Lothario was lat- 
er caught, police said. 

The 40-year-old victim start- 
ed chatting with his possible 
paramour on the comer of Stan- 
hope Street and Myrtle Avenue 
just after midnight and the pair 
soon headed to the victim’s 
nearby apartment. 

That’s where the man claim- 
ed he had a gun, a threat that en- 
abled him to beat and tie up the 


victim to his bed. After pum- 
meling the man, the suspect 
took his Gucci watch and gold 
necklace and fled. 

But the victim was able to 
free himself and call cops, who 
later arrested the suspect, who 
was charged with assault and 
robbery, police said. 

Cash stolen 

A 61 -year-old man returned 
to his Rodney Street home on 
Nov. 2 to discover that some- 
one had rifled through a num- 
ber of drawers and stolen 
$6,000. 

The man’s roommate was 
sleeping at 2 pm, when the rob- 
ber apparently sneaked through 
a side window and broke into 
the home-cum-bank, between 
Kent and Wythe avenues. 


Brookl' 

/U 

m Do? House 

1 J daycare S boarding 

718 222-4900 

i I 

yam-lOpm weekdays, 9am-i0pm weekends 

r v 

■ 2 supervised playgrounds - fun & SAFE 

r) 

| • web cams - watcn your dogplay 

1 ■ curbside pick up and drop off 

1 • air-conditioned / sprinklered building 

I • individual attention 

1 • multi-pet 8 long-term boarding discounts 


327 DOUglaSS (at 4 th Ave in Park Slope) 


brooklyndoghouse.com 
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Bloomy to the rescue? ^oonsEeB^ 


M s 
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I ay or Bloomberg put the city squarely in 
the center of the debate over the future of 
Coney Island on Thursday, seizing the 
heart of Joe Sitt’s vision of a glamourous, glitzy 
and expensive sea-front development while 
pushing the Brooklyn-based developer aside. 

At first glance, the city’s vision doesn’t appear 
all that different from that of Sitt, who invested 
hundreds of millions of dollars over the last few 
years assembling prime Coney Island real-estate 
from outside the gate of the famous Cyclone 
roller coaster all the way to West 15th Street. 

Some Coney Island stalwarts, including most of 
the area’s civic and elected leaders, were lining up 
against Sitt, who would have required city zoning 
changes to proceed with his hotel, entertainment, 
theme park and retail complex. They were fearful 
that Sitt would turn their “people’s playground” 
into a playground for the rich and famous. 

Sitt will be well paid for his work, as the city 
would now buy his land with hundreds of mil- 
lions of dollars of taxpayer money — or with 
city-owned land further down Surf Avenue. 

So the question remains: why would the city 


spend all that money to end up with something 
that it could have gotten from Sitt with a simple 
zoning change? 

One glimpse into city’s rationale may come 
from Bloomberg’s take-no-prisoners Deputy 
Mayor Dan Doctoroff. 



To Doctoroff, Sitt was simply not up to the 
job of building his $ 1 ,5-billion Xanadu . 

“It’s a very different business building a shop- 
ping center than building an amusement area,” 
Doctoroff said. 

Where this leaves the Coney freak show and 
the ricky rides of Astroland is any- 
one’s guess. But clearly, a Dis- 
neyeque vision is in play. 

“We’ve talked to some leading 
amusement developers around the 
world, there’s definitely some inter- 
est,” Doctoroff said. 

In fact, the city has already been 
negotiating with the “Danish Dis- 
ney,” Tivoli. 

Those who opposed Sitt’s vision 
from the outset pleaded with the city 
to get rid of him — and apparently 
they got their wish. 

It just goes to show that the old 

Be careful what you wish for, 
’cause you just might get it. 
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LETTERS 


Editor’s mom wants her beloved son to ride safe 


To the editor, 

In response to Gersh Kuntzman’s recent 
column about bike riding (“They all want 
me dead now,” Park Slope edition and on- 
line, Oct. 20), Gersh would not have to pub- 
lish his obit, because he would be gone. I, 
on the other hand, would have to make fu- 
neral arrangements and have to bury my 
younger son. This is something a parent 
should not have to do. 

As a devoted father of two special chil- 
dren, Jane and Ben, consider what life 
would be for them without a dad. Gersh 
should reconsider his mode of transporta- 
tion for the future. 

Wishing him a long, productive and hap- 

Bernice Kuntzman, Rye Brook, New York 

Editor's Note: The writer is the mother of Brooklyn 
Paper Editor Gersh Kuntzman. 

GogoGowanus 

To the editor, 

In a recent column (“Big Plans for 
Canal’s Future,” Carroll Gardens edition 
and online, Oct. 26), Ariella Cohen mis- 
characterizes the position of a broad coali- 
tion of groups that have come together to 
advance a vision for the Gowanus Canal. 

People in our community have big 
dreams for the area around the Gowanus 


Canal — a unique mixed-use place, afford- 
able housing for a wide range of people, 
good jobs, and a better environment. 

But they also have legitimate concerns 
about out-of-control development, fly-by- 
night contractors, housing they could never 
afford, architecture that takes away from 
our quality-of-life, and growth without 
plans for traffic or schools. 

Our new coalition of community, housing, 
labor, environmental, manufacturing, and arts 
groups addresses both the dreams and the 
concerns. Our platform (available at 
www.prattcenter.net) calls for development 
that is green and affordable and mixed-use — 
and also fits into the surrounding community. 

Along the way, we will have tough deci- 


Send a letter 

By e-mail: Letters@BrooklynPaper.com 
By mail: Letters, The Brooklyn Paper, 

55 Washington St., Brooklyn, NY 11201. 
By fax: (718) 834-9278. 

All letters must be signed and include 
the writer's home address and phone 
number (only the writer's name and neigh- 
borhood are published with the letter). 

Letters may be edited and will not be 
returned. The earlier in the week you send 
your letter, the better. 


sions to make, and there will likely be some 
tradeoffs between density in some places 
and our other goals (affordability, creating 
and preserving good jobs, infrastructure in- 
vestments). 

What’s important is that we have a trans- 
parent and open process in place so that 
people who live in the neighborhood have a 
real voice in the future of their community. 

Brad Lander, Park Slope 

The writer is a member of CB6 


Post-it not 


To the editor, 

Hey, I love The Paper, but what’s with 
those headlines? Yeesh! 

I like puns as much as the next gay, but 
“Gays won’t shack up with Bruce” (Oct. 
27) reeks of the New York Post, a paper I 
don’t believe our borough’s best newspaper 
should emulate. 

“Shacking up” is an outmoded and deroga- 
tory term for two adults living together with- 
out getting married. Many straight people al- 
ready believe that gay people are immoral 
— and the use of such a term reinforces 
stereotypes about gay and lesbian people. 

As such, it denigrates the many fine citi- 
zens of Brooklyn who have not yet won 
equal marriage rights. 

Dave Hall, Boerum Hill 


Monitor this! 

To the editor, 

There is no logical reason for the city to 
be trying to push the Monitor Museum 
folks off their property using eminent do- 
main (“Will Greenpoint museum be next 
victim of city land grab?” Williamsburg- 
Greenpoint edition and online, Nov. 3). 

The city claims to be doing it in order to 
create public waterfront access. The Moni- 
tor Museum has always wanted community 
waterfront access. Instead of taking the land, 
the city should be helping the Monitor Mu- 
seum move forward in its efforts to create a 
home. Laura Hofmann, Greenpoint 

Capone speaks! 

To the editor, 

As a mother of three small children, I 
wanted to create a pre-school experience that 
gives parents piece of mind that their kids are 
not only safe, but growing and learning about 
the world (“Day-care center in a bind,” Park 
Slope edition and online, Oct. 27). 

My staff and I were overwhelmed by the 
positive response of parents who enrolled 
their children. We were blown away by the 
continued support of the patient parents on 
the waiting list for Parker’s Place. 


Parker’s Place is a labor of love. It is a 
pre-school with a heart and a soul, designed 
with input from both parents and children. 

I wish I could say the same about getting 
permits and approvals from the city. Trying to 
navigate the departments like Buildings and 
Health is like a fraternity hazing. For months, 
my staff and architect attempted to get 
straight answers from the Buildings Depart- 
ment. What we have learned — the hard way 
— is that there are no clear rules, each office 
gives you a different answer, and different 
people in the same office interpret regulations 
differently. The lack of accountability and 
clear decision-making has made this experi- 
ence much harder than it needed to be. 

Deborah Capone, Park Slope 

The writer is the operator of Parker's Place 

Raising them right 

To the editor, 

Smartmom has made my day — no, my 
year (“Teen Spirit is her little mushroom,” 
Nov. 3)! 

In her column, she showed that she has 
learned the hardest lesson of truly good par- 
enting: that children have their own songs 
inside of themselves, gifts that they brought 
with them that only have a little bit to do 
with you, and if you just provide safety and 


a minimal amount of basic guidance and 
nurturance, those gifts will express them- 
selves magnificently. 

It takes true love and the dedicated down- 
sizing of one’s ego to be able to acknowl- 
edge that one’s child is “growing on his own 
without the bright artificial light of his moth- 
er’s attention.” If I could, I would give 
Smartmom the equivalent of the Best Parent 
Oscar for that awareness. 

Peter Loffredo, Windsor Terrace 
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Dentistry 
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Jeff C. Strachan, dds 

189 Montague St., Suite #800A 
Brooklyn Heights 


(917) 753-3314 

Emergency 


• Bleaching/ZOOM 2 

• Cosmetic Dentistry 

• Crowns & Bridges 

• Endodontics & Root Canals 

• Periondontics • Oral Surgery 

• Prosthodontics • Implants 

• Treatment of Gum Disease 

• Fixed & Removable Bridges 

• Emergencies Seen SAME DAY 


Affordable Family Dentistry 
in Modern Pleasant Surroundings 

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave) 
Emergencies treated promptly 

Special care for children & anxious patients 


Bleaching (whitening) 

3tic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & 
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Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer 

544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens 
624-5554 624-7055 
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Jack Irwin, D.D.S. 
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Park Slope Family 

DENTISTRY 
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between Carroll & Garfield 


• Emergency Service 

• Pediatric Dentistry 

• Root Canal Therapy 

• Implant Restorations 

• Laminates • Bleaching 

• White Fillings • Bonding 

• Fluoride • Sealants 
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• Bridges • Dentures 

• Non/Surgical Gum Care 


Dr. Andrew Warshaw 
Dr. Sari Rosenwein 
Dr. Doug Pollack 

Free Consultation 
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Provided at our spacious, 
modern and friendly office 

Providing Excellence in All Phases of Dentistry 


IMPLANT DENTISTRY : Surgical Placement and Restoration 
PERIODONTICS : Non-Surgical and Surgical Treatment of Gum Dise: 
ROOT CANAL THERAPY : Using State of the Art Rotary Instrumenta 
CROWNS, BRIDGES, PARTIAL & FULL DENTURES 
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Emergency Patients are seen on the same day! 

EUGENE D. STANISLAUS, D.D.S. 
LEE R. GAUSE, D.D.S. 

189 Montague Street, Suite 800B - 8th Floor 
Brooklyn Heights • Telephone: (718) 857-6639 
Office Hours by Appointment 
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FINEST DENTAL CARE 

Superior Services for Adults & Children 

New! Periodontist (gum specialist) on premises. 

10 Plaza St. East, Suite IF 

Evening (bet. Flatbush & Vanderbilt Aves) insurance 
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Quality Dentistry 


Gentle care in our ultra-modem office 

• Cosmetic Dentistry • Cosmetic Laminates 

• Reconstructive & Bonding 

Dentistry • Advanced Sterilization 

• Gums & Implants • Behavior Modification 

• Bleaching • Sealants 

• Nitrous Oxide • Fluoride 
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• Preventative Dentistry 


RONALD I. TEICHMAN, DDS 

Saturday & Evening Hours 
357 Seventh Avenue at 10th Street 
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1 MURRAY FRYD, DDS 

578 Fifth Avenue 

(bet. 16 St, & Prospect Ave) 

788-3290 

(Above Ramirez Travel Agency in Our New Modem Office) 

■ Cosmetic (Capping & Bonding) 

• Restorative (Dentures & Bridgework) 

• Nitrous Oxide (Sweet Air) 

* Root Cana! • Gum Treatment 


All Union and Insurance 
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Welcome. Discounts for 
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• Functional Training • Qi Gong 

• Strength Training • Amisikaran 

• Cardio Training • Massage 

• Flexibility Training • Acupuncture 

• Cardio-Kick Boxing • Power-Walking Club 

For More* kH/fonH/O/tkOH/ ocUL 

718 - 788-321 2 

www.absolutefitnestrainers.com 


LMC celebrates 
40 years of 
serving Brooklyn 


Lutheran Medical Center 


The Sunset Park Family Health Center celebrated 40 years as 
Sunset Park’s primary care home with a gala awards dinner and 
fundraiser on October 12 at the Brooklyn Marriott. 

More than 700 people attended the gala, with opening remarks 
from City Council Speaker Christine Quinn. The event honored the 
efforts of community health pioneers George Adams, president 
emeritus; Harvey Holzberg, executive director emeritus; New Jersey 
Senator Robert Menendez and Rep. Nydia Velazquez. 

“Thanks to early pioneers George Adams and Harvey Holzberg, 
the Sunset Park Family Health Center has served as our communi- 
ty’s health guardian as well as a catalyst for overall neighborhood 
revitalization,” said Larry McReynolds, executive director of the 
Lutheran Family Health Centers . “And today, on our 40th anniver- 
sary, we are proud to celebrate the vital roles all health centers play 
across the tri-state area. We are not only 
I , , r—m. our community’s family doctor but our 

I community’s health care safety net.” 

One of the nation’s first, largest and 
j most comprehensive federally qualified 

^1 community health centers, the Sunset 

Park Family Health Center is the hub of 
^■0 the Lutheran Family Health Center’s 

network, which operates nine full-time 
sites offering comprehensive primary, 
B specialty, and dental services. 

■ based health centers, comprehensive be- 

■ havioral health and HIV/AIDS pro- 

grams, and a full array of enabling 
City Council Speaker services. With 600,000 patient visits 

Christine Quinn at the each year, LFHC is the primary care 

g a | a home for 95,000 individuals. 

“Primary care, and the community 

health centers that provide it, are ab- 
solutely essential to the health and well-being of our families,” said 
Quinn. “The Sunset Park Family Health Center’s achievements in the 
past 40 years are monumental. The history of this health center is a 
demonstration of the impact that a medical home can have on families 
and communities. This evening serves as a call to action to ensure that 
all New Yorkers have access to this level of high quality care.” 

The Sunset Park Family Health Center opened its doors in October 
1967 with the guidance of the Sunset Park Health Council, leadership 
of Lutheran Medical Center, and a $706,847 grant from the Federal Of- 
fice of Economic Opportunity. Within one year of its establishment it 
became the medical home for nearly 20,000 residents of Sunset Park. 

“I was proud to stand tonight with the past, current and future 
leadership of Lutheran Family Health Centers to honor their 40 
years of service to the Brooklyn community,” said Menendez. 
“Community Health Centers form the foundation for both our urban 
and rural healthcare systems. I have worked hard to ensure that we 
continue to support health centers like LFHC so that they can con- 
tinue to serve their community for the next 40 years, and beyond.” 
“With so many of our Brooklyn residents receiving care at Sun- 
set Park Family Health Center, I have seen first hand the critical im- 
portance the Health Center has played in this community for the last 
four decades,” said Velazquez. “Community Health Centers like 
LFHC are imperative to reducing health disparities and ensuring ac- 
cess to primary care among our low-income communities. I will 
continue to do whatever I can to make certain we support our neigh- 
borhood community health centers.” 

Today, the Sunset Park Family Health Center is the hub of a far 
reaching system of community health centers collectively known as the 
Lutheran Family Health Centers, a network of nine full-time commu- 
nity health centers, 14 school based health centers and a full spectrum 
of support and enabling services. As the primary care home for 95,000 
people each year, Lutheran has come a long way in 40 years. 
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Don't do the lime if you can't do the time 


Columbia St bar learns how to serve a Corona ... the hard way 



Rebecca Spiro, bartender at the Moonshine in the Columbia Street Waterfront District, attempts to insert citrus into a bottle of beer using (from left) rubber gloves, tongs and a fork before finally giving up. 


By Mike McLaughlin 

The Brooklyn Paper 

A Columbia Street bar that 
was written up last month by 
the city Health Department af- 
ter one of its bartenders used 
his bare hand — horrors ! — 
to place a lime inside a bottle 
of Corona is now using tongs 
to stay on the right side of the 
law, even as its customers call 
it a sell-out to the bureaucrats. 

A surprise inspection by a 
Brooklyn Paper reporter re- 
vealed that Moonshine bar, on 
Columbia Street between Wood- 
hull Street and Hamilton Av- 
enue, is indeed following the let- 
ter (though not the spirit) of a 
city law forbidding skin-to-lime 
contact — but the visit also re- 
vealed that the bar may have 
sold some small piece of its soul. 

In addition to the sanitary 
lime infusions that Moonshine 
Coronas now receive, the bar 
has curtailed some of the prac- 
tices that made it beloved, such 
as allowing dogs to roam 
around (dog hair, you know) 
and allowing customers to 
bring their own meat for week- 
end cookouts (apparently, the 
propane was a fire hazard, the 
city said). 


“They’ve managed to re- 
move all the character from this 
place,” said barfly Michael 
Abegg. And the staff feels like 
it’s only being harassed by the 
city at a time when public safety 
is a bigger issue. 

“The thing that I find frustrat- 
ing is that our tax dollars are be- 
ing used to shut us down, but 
every bar is being held up at 
gunpoint,” said Mamie Ludwig, 
a bartender. 


Ludwig was tending bar the 
night an armed man robbed 
Moonshine in September. A sus- 
pect was arrested last month the 
second time he attempted to rob 
Bait and Tackle, another Red 
Hook drinking establishment. 

But Ludwig has managed to 
keep her sense of humor 
through it all. 

“You can tell the city we’re 
shooting fruit from our vaginas.” 

“If you actually were doing 


that, this place would never be 
empty,” chimed in one regular. 

They can afford to joke now, 
but last month the bar’s future 
was in jeopardy. 

Moonshine failed three con- 
secutive health inspections, the 
last on Oct. 9, gained them a bit 
of notoriety for the lime crime. 
(The bar was closed that night 
because it failed the inspection 
for many reasons, not just the 
lime wedge incident, but it re- 


opened Oct. 11 after passing an- 
other review.) 

So when The Brooklyn Paper 
stopped in, unannounced, on 
Tuesday, we found that the bar- 
keeps were no longer doing 
what bartenders everywhere else 
in America do — use ungloved 
hands to drop a lime wedge into 
drinks and those delightful 
Mexican lagers. 

To be fair to city health in- 
spectors, restaurant and bar 


workers are not allowed to 
touch food without gloves — 
and limes are food. But the tim- 
ing of the bust — coming on the 
heels of a Sanitation Depart- 
ment graffiti warning letter sent 
to a Park Slope 6-year-old who 
used sidewalk chalk — ensured 
that the entire city would soon 
be talking about it. 

As a result, even the Health 
Department admitted that bust- 
ing Moonshine was odd. 


“This violation is not com- 
monly cited for putting limes in 
beers,” said a spokesperson. 

The staff had clearly learned 
a lesson. When this reporter or- 
dered a Corona, he was first 
asked if he wanted it with lime. 
Then, to serve it, bartender Re- 
becca Spiro grabbed the wedge 
with tongs and shoved the piece 
of citrus halfway into the bottle. 

“Things were changed imme- 
diately,” said Spiro, referring to 


the new lime code. “The owner 
did a lot to keep the bar open, 
but it’s come at a cost.” 

For an experienced bartender 
like Spirro, Moonshine’s prob- 
lems with the Health Depart- 

“This is the cleanest bar I’ve 
ever worked in,” she said. 

“I’ve bartended in some 
places in the with obvious rat 
and cockroach infestations that 
never got written up.” 


- PRESS RELEASE OF THE WEEK - 

HAMMER TIME! 


By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Community Board 6 District Manager 
Craig Hammerman is a city official, but that 
doesn’t mean he doesn’t fight City Hall now 
and again. 

Hammerman earned our coveted “Press Re- 
lease of the Week” award for a bizarre ex- 
change of e-mails with, well, it’s not entirely 
clear with whom. 

It started on Friday, when Ham- 
merman and his fellow 58 com- 
munity board district managers 
received an invitation to test the 
city’s expanded 311 system at a 
pair of workshops on Nov. 14 
and 15 or in an unsupervised 
test in their offices. That un- 
signed invitation asked the dis- 
trict managers to “respond with 
your preference” to 311corre- 
pondence@doitt.nyc. gov. 

Hammerman not only re- 
sponded, but leaked his re- 
sponse to the press. 

“Dear Mr. Or Ms. ‘311corre- 
spondence,”’ his letter began. “I wanted to ad- 
dress my response in a more personal way, but 
you failed to provide any human point-of-con- 
tact information in your correspondence. I’m 
sure you didn’t want your email to feel as tech- 
nocratically chilling as it did. At least I hope 
not. Because it did.” 

Clearly, something else was bothering Ham- 
merman, a once and possibly future city coun- 
cil candidate, beyond the coldly impersonal na- 
ture of the e-mail. 

“You’d like to tap into my experience as a 
‘power user’ of the 311 system,” he wrote. 
“You’d like me to put a good faith effort into 


improving this incredibly important and poten- 
tially powerful management tool. Because I’m 
an important customer to you. Ha! 

“I don’t mean this to sound harsh, abrasive, 
or oppositional, but Mr. or Ms. ‘311correspon- 
dence,’ with a straight face, I’d like you to an- 
swer one simple question: Why should I? What 
have you, Mr. or Ms. ‘311correspondence,’ 
ever done for me?” 

Hammerman explained that he has “already 
put enormous effort” into helping 
the 311 system, yet “you continue 
to mock me with your impersonal 
requests.” 

‘Tve already tried to do things 
your way attending countless 
meetings in your offices following 
your agendas that in the end have 
produced nothing tangible to meet 
my needs as your best customer, 
and I’ve been disrespected, 
shunned and been made the fool of 
for believing in you,” he added. 
‘Tve already put faith in you and 
you’ve let me down. In a big way.” 
He concluded by telling “Mr. 
or Ms. ‘311correspondence’” 
that he would not help out any more until “you 
start to show me the respect I deserve. Maybe 
you’re a computer. But I’m not.” 

A spokesman for the city’s Department of In- 
formation Technology and Telecommunications 
was a bit miffed by Hammerman’s vehemance. 

“I guess this goes into the category of no 
good deed goes unpunished,” said the 
spokesman, Nick Sbordone. 

Hammerman , an early supporter of 3 1 1 , told 
The Brooklyn Paper that he wrote his missive 
out of frustration because the 31 1 system still 
does not alllow him and other district man- 
agers to fully follow up complaints. 



Paper corrects page 1 error 


The Brooklyn Paper 

An article at the top of the 
front page of last week’s Brook- 
lyn Paper (“Begging for help: 


Slope Rev. has had it with 3 
homeless men”) misidentified 
the denomination of Old First 
Reformed Church on Seventh 


Avenue and Carroll Street. It is 
a “Reformed” Christian church. 
The Brooklyn Paper regrets the 
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Pols want A’Yards security review 


By Mike McLaughlin 

The Brooklyn Paper 

A coalition of local officials is demand- 
ing an independent security review of the 
Atlantic Yards mega-project because the 
state’s development agency can’t be bust- 
ed to put the public safety first. 

On Wednesday, eight Brooklyn De- 
mocrats announced that they had sent a 
letter to Gov. Spitzer and Mayor 
Bloomberg asking for a security analysis 
in the wake of developments in Newark, 
N J., where local cops decided — at the 
“eleventh hour,” the lawmakers said — 
to close off several streets to protect that 
city’s new glass-walled arena. 


The Brooklyn lawmakers said they 
don’t want to be surprised by potentially 
major disturbances like street closings of 
Atlantic and Flatbush avenues. 

“Atlantic Yards is at least as susceptible 
to attack as the Newark arena,” said the 
letter, which was signed by state Sen. Eric 
Adams (D-Crown Heights), Assembly- 
man lim Brennan (D-Park Slope) , Coun- 
cilman Bill DeBlasio (D-Cobble Hill), 
Councilwoman Letitia lames (D-Prospect 
Heights) , Assemblyman Hakeem Jeffries 
(D-Prospect Heights), Assemblywoman 
Joan Millman (D-Cobble Hill) , state Sen. 
Velmanette Montgomer (D-Fort Greene) 
and Councilman David Yassky (D-Biook- 
lyn Heights). 


“[The security review] should be strict- 
ly independent of the Empire State Devel- 
opment Corporation to avoid any sem- 
blance of conflict of interest,” the letter 
added, referring to the state agency that is 
the development partner at Atlantic Yards. 

In 2005 , Brennan and four other De- 
mocrats sent a similar letter to Police 
Commissioner Ray Kelly. 

This time, a spokesman for the 
NYPD said that there would be no street 
closings around the proposed 18,000- 
seat basketball arena. 

“Our counterterrorism experts have ex- 
amined the Atlantic Yards plans and they 
have met with those involved with its de- 
sign and planned construction,” the 


spokesman, Paul Browne, told the New 
York Times. “They have been cooperative 
and receptive to NYPD recommendations , 
which did not require street closings.” 

He declined to offer further details, 
telling the Times that the NYPD does 
not discuss “any vulnerabiliues we’ve 
identified.” 

Like Browne, Borough President 
Markowitz thinks the Atlantic Yards op- 
ponents are worrying about nothing. 

“I said this early on, and am confident 
that developer Forest City Ratner is tak- 
ing the proper steps in working closely 
with the NYPD and other relevant secu- 
rity agencies in ensuring the project ad- 
heres to the highest standards of safety.” 


Sight unseen. Dear wins 



Vigilant 

Hugh R. Bruce of Veterans for Peace joined an anti- 
war rally in front of Sen. Charles Schumer's Prospect 
Park West apartment building on Tuesday night. Bruce 
and others were angry that the Democratic stalwart 
Schumer continued to support President Bush's nomi- 
nee for attorney general, retired federal judge Michael 
Mukasey, even though Mukasey did not declare that 
waterboarding is torture. Schumer defended his sup- 
port in a New York Times op-ed article on Tuesday by 
saying that a vote against Mukasey would allow Presi- 
dent Bush to appoint someone even worse. 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Former Democratic Coun- 
cilman Noach Dear trounced 
Republican James McCall for 
a Civil Court seat on Tuesday. 
Not bad for a guy who didn’t 
campaign and was opposed by 
rank-and-file liberals. 

Dear, a Borough Park De- 
mocrat notorious in progressive 
circles for his opposition to the 
Council’s 1986 gay rights bill, 
won the Civil Court’s Fifth Dis- 
trict seat over McCall, taking 
7,634 votes to the Republican- 
Conservative’s 4,106. 

Dear barely (if ever) showed 
his face during the campaign 
for the seat, which takes in cas- 
es from Bay Ridge, Sunset Park 
and Dyker Heights as well as 
parts of Windsor Terrace, Ben- 
sonhurst, Kensington and Bor- 
ough Park. 

Meanwhile, McCall pressed 
flesh across the borough, even 
appearing at — and almost win- 
ning the endorsement of — the 
Lambda Independent Democrats, 
a lesbian, gay, bisexual and trans- 
gender political club. 

Despite his strenuous cam- 
paign and unusual support 
among liberals, McCall could 
not surmount the Kings County 
bias towards Democrats. 

“Reality hit very quick,” Mc- 
Call said after the fact. “You 
don’t feel any pain when you’re 
hit by a train. It’s just over. 

“It was a long shot,” added 
McCall. “I always knew that.” 

Dear did not respond to a re- 
quest for comment, even in vic- 
tory. 

In other borough-wide elec- 
tion news, Democrat and State 
Supreme Court Justice Diana 
Johnson won a seat on the Surro- 
gate Court, taking 44,432 votes to 
her Republican opponent Theo- 
dore Alatsas’s 9319. 


CHAN PLAN ... 


Continued from page 1 
the Institute for Civil Infrastruc- 
ture Systems at New York Uni- 
versity. “And, I think there will 
be certain hotspots where the 
road systems just aren’t able to 
accommodate it. There’s al- 
ready a lot of congestion.” 
Carolyn Konheim, a Brook- 
lyn-based transportation consult- 
ant, also warned of the city’s ap- 
parent lack of preparation for the 
onslaught of development. 

“The transit impacts will be 
severe on the already crowded 
lines — the A, C, 4 and 5,” 
said Konheim. “There’s [also] a 
shortage of roadway capacity.” 
Even Chan put down his 
pompons to voice his worries. 

“Many of the issues [raised] 
are very legitimate,” he said. 

“Some of the elementary 
schools in the areas surrounding 
Downtown Brooklyn are near- 
ing capacity,” added Chan, who 
fives in the neighborhood. 
“There are none in the core of 


Downtown Brooklyn. There’s 
also few middle school options.” 

On Wednesday, Chan also 
expressed concern about the 
onslaught of construction and 
its impact on road conditions. 

“Small businesses and resi- 
dents will be inconvenienced,” he 
said. “And road conditions may 
worsen. There’s 
a need for ongo- 
ing attention and 
problem solving, 
and that’s some- 
thing that we are and will be fo- 

The Partnership, which has no 
official power but has a bully pul- 
pit and a connection to Chan’s 
former boss, Deputy Mayor Dan 
Doctoroff, has also called for 
more-frequent service on non- 
peak subways, express service on 
the F fine, more G-train service, 
free street transfers between un- 
connected subway fines, and resi- 
dential permit parking. 

Chan’s candid assessment of 


the infrastructure problems fac- 
ing Downtown Brooklyn came 
just a week after the Partner- 
ship’s release of a flashy video 
pitching the neighborhood to 
would-be investors. 

The video, which features a 
voiceover by McKellen, sought 
to place an idyllic face on a 
wave of ad-hoc development 
that will transform Downtown 
into a 24/7 residential and busi- 
ness community. 


Chan pointed out that while 
the development will strain infra- 
structure, it’s that same web of 
roads and subways that makes 
Downtown Brooklyn such an 
ideal site for development. 

“Density in Brooklyn should 
be here,” said Chan. “It is an un- 
paralleled transit hub and is read- 
ily accessible from anywhere in 
the city. When you look at the 
Downtown Brooklyn context, 
this is the downtown for a city of 
25 million people.” 


mi See the video at 

IQW/// BrooklynPaper.com 



Frank Gehry's Miss Brooklyn. 


GEHRY... 

Continued from page 1 

“It was difficult to make the [Gehry] design work,” he added. 

Gehry is currently designing Bruce Ratner’s Atlantic Yards 
mega-development, which has the 52-story Miss Brooklyn tow- 
er — and an 18, 000-seat basketball arena — as its focal points. 
A spokesman for Forest City Ratner declined to comment on 
whether the company was concerned about the design issues 
raised by the M.I.T. lawsuit. 

The arena will be built with public money — and Ratner’s 
relocated New Jersey Nets would only be a tenant in the state- 
owned building, said a spokesman for the Empire State Devel- 
opment Corporation, which is partnering with Ratner to build 
the $4-bilfion Atlantic Yards project. 

The spokesman declined to explain if the public or Ratner 
would have to pay to repair any flaws in Gehry’s design. 

Gehry did not respond to requests for comment from The 
Brooklyn Paper, but he did tell the New York Times that new 
buildings such as his “are complicated.” 

“They involved a lot of people, and you never quite know 
where they went wrong,” he said. “A building goes together 
with seven billion pieces of connective tissue. The chances of it 
getting done ever without something colliding or some misstep 

He claimed that professors who work in the Stata Center 
have sent him e-mails saying that they are “dumbfounded that 
their institution is doing this. 

‘T think the issues are fairly minor,” he added. “M J.T. is after 
our insurance.” 

Perhaps, but it’s not the first time that Gehry has had prob- 
lems at one of his trend-setting buildings. In 2004, he sandblast- 
ed parts of his celebrated Walt Disney Concert Hall in Los An- 
geles after people complained that the aluminum skin caused a 
blinding glare. 

A swirling, $62-million building that Gehry designed for 
Case Western Reserve in Cleveland was likened by the New 
York Times to “a tanning mirror” that “sent snow and ice slid- 
ing off the sloping stainless-steel roof onto the heads of pedes- 
trians below.” 

The Times also reported that three years after Gehry’s cele- 
brated Guggenheim Bilbao opened in 1997, brown stains on the 
titanium exterior provoked embarrassment and finger-pointing. 
Gehry said at the time that it was simply a matter of cleaning. 

M.I.T. would not officially comment on the pending suit, but 
after it was filed, critics of the starchitect piled on. 

“ft really is a disaster,” said former Boston University Presi- 
dent John Silber, who attacked the Stata Center in his book, 
“Architecture of the Absurd: How ‘Genius’ Disfigured a Practi- 

“[Gehry] thinks of himself as an artist, as a sculptor. But the 
trouble is you don’t five in a sculpture and users have to five in 
this building,” Silber said. 
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MUSIC 


By Ben Popper 

for The Brooklyn Paper 


Robot 
rook 


Gowanus gallery showcases 
unique musical instruments 


I t is easy to find a place where humans 
play music. Venues for robots, on the oth- 
er hand, are few and far between. 

Luckily, the LEMURplex in Gowanus has 
just opened its doors to the public. Now, 
Brooklyn has a space where the public can 
play interesting instruments, and the instru- 
ments can play right back. 

LEMUR, the acronym for League of Elec- 
tronic Urban Musical Robots, is a group of 
artists and technologists 
with a simple philosophy; 
rather than create robots 
that play instruments, they 
build robots that are them- 
selves original, never-be- 
fore-seen instruments. 

A dozen examples of 
the group’s work are now 
on display at their 
gallery, which sits beside 
the overpass on Third 
Avenue between Ninth 
and 10th streets. 

“I wanted to open a space where we could 
create work, stage performances, show work 
and give classes,” said LEMUR founder and 
Park Slope musician Eric Singer. ‘This is 


where I happened to find an affordable space 
that could accommodate all of these uses. It’s 
also easily accessible and an up-and-coming 
neighborhood.” 


All new musical revue: At the LEMUR- 
plex in Gowanus, (clockwise from top 
right) League of Electronic Urban Musi- 
cal Robots founder Eric Singer demon- 
strates his Trimbal, while a XyloBot I (aka 
Ill-Tempered Clangier), HydroBots and 
ModBot are on display. 


Entering the 800-square-foot LEMURplex 
can be overwhelming. Walking through the 
gallery triggers a dozen modular percussion ro- 
bots, or ModBots. Depending on the visitor’s 
speed, the ModBots can emit a funk beat or 
sound like a hurricane in a junk store. Mean- 
while, the Slime-O-Tron fires off bursts of elec- 
tronic music and self-help jargon, triggered by 
the movement of ooze through a pachinko-style 
box of nails. 


The LEMURplex exhibition of robots is on 
display through Dec. 16 at 461 Third Ave. be- 
tween Ninth and 1 0th streets in Gowanus. The 
gallery is open weekends, from noon to 5 pm. 
A donation of $5 is suggested. For more infor- 
mation, call (718) 576-1066 or visit the Web 
site www.lemurbots.org. 


Jessica Suarez, a music writer from Bush- 
wick, stopped by the gallery on a recent Sat- 
urday afternoon. 

“I write for music Web sites like Pitchfork, 
but this place interests me more than writing 
about indie rock,” she said. “I love how inter- 
active it is. That is the problem with a lot of 
the bands I cover: there is no real way for 
See LEMUR on page 11 




BAM’s traffic jam 

Sufjan Stevens drives it home with i The BQE 5 


By Adam Rathe 

The Brooklyn Paper 

I t started off like any other drive. 
Strapped into my seat last Satur- 
day night, I gritted my teeth as 
the guy behind me got too close for 
comfort. Traffic in the lane to my 


right was a nightmare, and blinking 
lights had everyone in a panic. I 
wasn’t driving on the BQE, though; 
I was sitting in the opera house at 
the Brooklyn Academy of Music, 
watching Sufjan Stevens perform 
his ode to it. 

Once everyone finally parked 


and the motor mouths silenced, the 
real ride began. Kicking off the 30- 
minute, BAM-commissioned love 
letter to the Brooklyn-Queens Ex- 
pressway, entitled “The BQE,” was 
a Super-8 film. A screen, split into 
three, showed scenes of the road 
from Queens to Coney Island; there 



Sufjan Stevens was behind the piano, not the 
wheel, during his three nights at BAM. 


were the formerly industrial spaces 
in DUMBO and vinyl-sided houses 
in Williamsburg, cars in stop-and- 
go traffic and gorgeous shots of 
streaky red brake lights at night. 
From the get-go, it was clear that 
Stevens had shifted into overdrive 
for this project. 

The 32-year-old musician, 
known for his folksy, orchestral in- 
die rock and plan to record a record 
extolling the virtues of all 50 states 
(so far Stevens has managed 
Michigan and Illinois), went all 
out. In addition to composing the 
music, which echoed the sounds of 
traffic over otherwise pleasant 
strings and woodwinds, Stevens 
See BQE on page 1 1 


CINEMA 


Reel culture 

Watch out, Foer, the Baumbachs are quickly be- 
coming the “it” Brooklyn family, and it’s happen- 
ing in your own backyard. 

On Nov. 11 at Southpaw, team Baumbach — 
papa Jonathan has written over a dozen novels and 
son Noah (pictured) has directed films including 
“The Squid and the 
Whale” and the forth- 
coming “Margot at the 
Wedding”— will make 
culture a family affair 
when they participate in 
“A Night of Film and 
Literature.” 

“I want to bring an 
intellectual conversa- 
tion about the intersec- 
tion of literature and 
film,” said Amanda 
Stem, who will host the 
evening, “but I want to 
put a quirky spin on it.” 
The series of 
events, put on by the 
PEN American Center, 
a writer’s group devot- 
ed to promoting free speech, is being curated by 
“Right Livelihoods” author Rick Moody, who will 
himself participate later in the month alongside 
Kensington singer Sufjan Stevens and author Wes- 
ley Stace. 

“I think that this is a really unique way to do 
this,” said Stem. “We’re bringing in film people 
and music people and historians, so it’s a way to 
merge different artistic disciplines and present it in 
a palatable way to a new audience.” 

"A Night of Film and Literature featuring 
Jonathan and Noah Baumbach," will take place 
at 7 pm on Nov. 11 at Southpaw (125 Fifth Ave. 
at St. John's Place in Park Slope). Tickets are 
$10. For information, call (718) 230-0236 or visit 
www.spsounds.com. — Adam Rathe 



EYHIBIT 



‘Money’ shot 

Every day, about seven million New Yorkers 
spend almost $9 million on city subways and bus- 
es, but our guess is no one has any idea what hap- 
pens to all that dough. For the first time, the New 
York Transit Museum is offering up all the an- 
swers in its latest exhibit, “Show Me the Money: 
From the Turnstile to the Bank.” 

Until 2006, “money trains” moved billions of 
dollars between stations and a secret “money 
room” — which we now know was located at 370 
Jay St. 

The Transit Museum show offers the opportuni- 
ty to peek inside the 50-year-old tradition of mon- 
ey trains. One of the last surviving two-car trains 
will be on display at the museum, complete with 
counting tables and collection bins. 

A simulated money room gives kids (and 
adults) a chance to get in a real token booth while 
photographs and video reveals the last days of the 
money train. 

And if you really want the inside scoop, get it 
from those in the know. On Nov. 17, Hank Laube, 
assistant chief officer of Revenue Control, and 
Chandra Buie, the exhibit’s associate curator, are 
leading a behind-the-scenes tour that’s free with 
admission. Now there’s more bang for your buck. 

The New York Transit Museum (on the corner 
of Boerum Place and Schermerhorn Street) is 
open Tuesday through Friday, from 1 0 am to 4 
pm, and weekends, from noon to 4 pm. Admis- 
sion is $5 adults and $3 children. For informa- 
tion, call (7 1 8) 694- 1 600. — Juliana Bunim 



busyCHEF 

Meals you'd cook yourself, 


it you weren t too busy. 


NOW FEATURING 

DELIVERY m 



718.624.3182 

www.busychef.biz 


THANKSGIVING WITH 

AT THE RESTAURANT: 


Early Bird Special 
5 Course Traditional Dinner 
$29-95 p er person 
Seating from l:00~2:50pm only 

Eull A La Carte Menu 
with holiday specials 
Seating from 5:00-8:50pm 


AT HOME: TfianlcsglvIngTO-GO 
Serves 6-10 people $195 plus tax 

—20 lb. Roasted Whole Grain-Fed Turkey with Giblet Gravy 
-Butternut Scjuash Soup with Crushed Amaretti 
—Apple/Pecan Bread Stuffing 

-Bourbon-Laced Sweet Potatoes with Marshmallow 
—Green Sr Yellow Wax Beans with Lemon Zest Sr Almonds 
-Cranberry Sr Orange Chutney with Star Anise 
-Chocolate-Glazed Pumpkin OR Honey-Glazed Pecan Pie 

ORDERS MUST BE PLACED BY NOV. 1 6 


TEMPO RESTAURANT & WINE BAR 256 Fifth Avenue ■ Park Slope . 718 636 2020 



cca&mi 


THE ATLANTIC CHIPSH0P PRESENTS 
THE GREA T BRITISH/IRISH BEER FESTIVAL 


16 TAPS ALL BRITISH/IRISH DRAUGHT BEER 
LARGE SELECTION BRITISH/IRISH BOTTLES 


CELEBRATE BRITISH BEER 
WITH A PARTY ON NOVEMBER 24TH 
SPECIAL PRE-FIXE MENU & GRAVITY CASK ALES 


Full Service English pub & restaurant 
www.chipshopnyc.com 


"Major local 
favorite"^— ^ 




DINE IN • DELIVERY • CATERING RATED 
PRIVATE & CORPORATE PARTIES 1 1 


Caffe 

BUON GUSTO 

RISTORANTE ITALIANO 


151 Montague Street, Brooklyn Heights 
Open 7 days week • (71 8) 624-3838 


Delirious FAT-FREE Cups A Conos 
Homemade Cakes For Any Occasion 
Just choose the flavor and decorations 


f -L i 



Size 

Feeds 

Price 

6" 

4/5 

$15 

8" 

10 

$20 

10" 

15 

$30 

12" 

16 

$40 

14" 

18 

$60 


FREE DELIVERY! 
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Brooklyn residents: 

FALL IN LINE. 


BROWN BAG 
YOUR LEAVES! 

ITS THE LAW 


How to set your leaves out for fall 2007 DSNY collection: 


1 . Place leaves into large paper leaf bags. 

Leaves may also be set out loose in unlined 
garbage cans. Do not use plastic bags for leaves. 


2. Place leaves at the 
curb on the designated 
Saturday evening. 


3. Leaf pickup may take place early the next morning, so place leaves at 
the curb on the designated Saturday night. Leaves not picked up the next day 
will be collected later in the week. Call 311 for questions about leaf collection. 


Brooklyn* leaf set-out dates: Saturday, November 10 & Saturday, November 24 


• Brooklyn neighborhoods receiving leaf collection (districts: 2, 5, 6, 7, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, and 18): Bath Beach • Bay Ridge 

• Bensonhurst • Bergen Beach • Boerum Hill • Borough Park • Brighton Beach • Brooklyn Heights • Brooklyn Navy Yard • Brownsville • Canarsie • Carroll Gardens • City Line 

• Clinton Hill • Cobble Hill • Coney Island • Crown Heights • Cypress Hills • Ditmas Village • Downtown • Dyker Heights • EastFlatbush • East Gravesend • East New York 

• Erasmus • Farragut • Flatbush • Flatlands • Fort Greene • Fort Hamilton • Fulton Ferry • Fulton Mall • Georgetown • Gerritsen Beach • Gowanus • Gravesend • Highland 
Park • Homecrest • Kensington • Kings Bay • Kings Highway • Madison • Manhattan Beach • Mapleton • Marine Park • Midwood • Mill Basin • Mill Island • New Lots • 
Ocean Hill • Ocean Parkway • Park Slope • Plum Beach • Prospect Lefferts Gardens • Prospect Park South • Red .Hook • Remsao Village • Rugby • Seagate • Sheepshead 
Bay • Starrett City • Sunset Park • Windsor Terrace • Wingate 


r 


Here’s why: 

IT’S THE LAW. According to NYC’s Yard Waste Composting Law 
(Local Law 40 of 2006), residents in designated districts must 
set out leaves either in paper lawn & leaf bags or in unlined 
rigid containers on specified dates. 

You can be fined for setting out your leaves in plastic bags 
during DSNY’s leaf collection period. 

Setting out leaves in paper bags allows us to create cleaner, 
higher quality compost that we can then return to you at our 
compost giveback events. 

Here’s how: 



Purchase paper lawn & leaf bags at participating retailers and 
supermarkets, such as Home Depot, Kmart, Lowe’s, Pathmark, 
Stop & Shop, Target, True Value Hardware, and Waldbaum’s. 



What do we do with your leaves? 


The NYC Department of Sanitation (DSNY) collects fall leaves from 37 of the City’s 59 community 
districts and turns them into high-quality compost at our composting sites. Leaves set out in 

paper leaf bags (or loose in unlined garbage cans) produce better compost. 


Compost is an earthy material, similar to potting soil. Adding compost to backyards and 
gardens improves soil quality and reduces the need for chemical fertilizers and watering. 

fall leaves + paper leaf bags = great NYC compost! 


For more info: call 311 or visit www.nyc.gov/nycwasteless/compost 




The NYC Compost Project (funded and managed by the DSNY Bureau of 
Waste Prevention, Reuse & Recycling) provides compost education and 
outreach in each borough. For more info, visit www.nyccompost.org. 


Don’t Litter. 

City of New York, Michael R. Bloomberg, May 
Department of Sanitation, John J. Doherty, 0 

10/0? 
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DINING 


My recent dinner at II Torchio was a 
bumpy ride. 

Maligieri is a fine technician who 
can turn out perfectly al dente pasta, 
sauces with depth, and a fish that is 
nice and crusty and cooked to a moist 
medium rare. 

But a few of the dishes cried out for 
salt and something cohesive to unite 


Praise for 'Bolognese': Chef Mario 
Maligieri's rigatoni with a tomato 
sauce of veal, pork and beef is a 
hit at II Torchio in Fort Greene. 


the ingredients. Take the trio of sea 
scallops included in the tapas section 
of the menu. The mollusks were crusty 
outside and rare inside and the fried 
polenta cake that each sat upon was 
moist. Even with a smear of chickpea 
puree and a few drops of Balsamic 
vinegar that broke up the plate’s all 
beige color scheme, the under-sea- 
soned fish, the bland grain and the 
bean dip never pulled together. 

About the tapas: At II Torchio, tapas 
are served in sizes that could double 
for light entrees with prices from $9 to 


Tickets and ink www.BrooklynCenterOnline.org 

Box Office: 718-951-4500 (Tues - Sat, lpm-6pm) 


mm 


v Marco Polo Ristorante 

Celebrate Thanksgiving with us 
On November 22, As we feature an 
Exquisite three Course Prix Fixe Dinner 
For $35.95 ($18.95 per Child) 


4 |* 


Choice of Appetizer 


Insalata Organica 

Organic greens, vinaigrette dressing 

Antipasto Caldo 

Array of appetizers including mozzarella : 
carozza, baked clams, baby shrimp 
& portabello mushrooms 
Lasagnetti Verde 
Homemade spinach pasta with 
mushrooms, tomato & fresh basil 
Riso In Brodo 
Chicken Soup with Rice 

Cocktail di Gamberi 

Chilled shrimp cocktail ...Additional $5.95 

Choice of Entre e 

Tacchino Tradizionale 

Traditional roasted turkey with sweet potato, 
cranberry sauce, chestnut stuffing & giblet gravy 

Salmon Tomato 

Salmon rolled with spinach in lobster sauce 
Bistecca Alla Griglia 
Grilled sirloin steak ...Additional $5.00 


Mozzarella Caprese 
Mozzarella, roasted peppers & tomato 
Penne al Pomodoro e Basilico 
Penne with fresh tomato & basil 

Ravioli di Zucca 

Homemade stuffed ravioli filled with ricotta, 
pumpkin & parmigiano cheese 

Zuppa di Zucca 

Cream of pumpkin with basil, parsley & 
parmigiano reggiano 


Suprema di Polio Al Grand Marnier 

Breast of chicken sauteed in a grand 
marnier mushroom sauce 

Tilapia Oreganato 

Broiled Tilapia topped with breadcrumbs 
Arista di Maialino al Rosmarino 
Pork tenderloin with rosemary 


All Entrees are served with chef 's choice of vegetable & potatoes 
Choice of Dessert (Coffee & Tea with Dessert ) 


Strudel Di Mela 

Apple studel served with ice crear 

Classic Italian Cheesecake 


Gelato di Ricotta 
Sponge cake rolled with ricotta 
Tortino di Zucca Candida 

Pumpkin Pie 


$39.95 Per Person $18.95 per Child (Under 12) 
All Major Credit Cards Accepted-Free Valet Parking 
Call for Reservations & Information 718-852-5015 
345 Court Street (at Union St.) 


BROOKLYN CENTER 

HI Ttt AJ3T£ 

I J E TwBm " t F So I "T e t * 

2007-2008 SEASON 

Enchantment Theatre Company 
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Chocolate - 

What else is there to say? 


2917 Avenue R • (718) 375-1277 
www.JoMartChocolates.com 


$12. So much for nibbling from small 

“Tapas is a general term,” said An- 
drew Chew, the restaurant’s manager. 
For the time being, tapas as it’s offered 
at II Torchio refers to a pre-entree dish. 
When renovations are completed, 
Chew says, the menu will be reworked 
to include tapas as I know it: small 
servings at smaller prices. 

If you stick with a dish like the 
hearty rigatoni “Bolognese,” a rich mix 
of slow-cooked veal, pork and beef in 
a tart, fresh tomato sauce, you may 
avoid a problem I encountered with the 
entrees: Too many ingredients on the 
plate that don’t gel. 

The special fish dish of the evening 
featured a polenta-coated salmon filet 
over crab-studded sauteed spinach. 
The salmon’s commeal cmst was crisp 
but under- salted, adding little to the 
rich fish. I suppose the chef thought 
the salmon’s nutty flavor would com- 
plement the delicate, winy crabmeat, 
but it didn’t. The salmon on its own 
wasn’t bad; the nuggets of crab were 
lush; together: nothing. The spinach 
needed a lighter hand with the oil as 

With a dish like the “vitello Napole- 
tano” that heaped sauteed broccoli 
rabe, roasted red and green peppers as 
well as portobello mushrooms over 
tender scallops of veal, the subtle taste 
of the meat was lost. And, having cov- 
ered the vegetable portion of the dish 
thoroughly, why add pieces of grilled 
Yukon gold potatoes to the already 
cluttered plate? 

I was impressed with the organized 
wine list, and its prices included 
enough bottles in the $20 and $30 dol- 
lar range so a big splurge could be 
avoided. 

There are no surprises among the 
desserts, just the standard gathering of 
Italian classics: tartufo, cannoli, 

cheesecake, tiramisu, sorbet and gela- 
to. Our waiter said we’d love the 
tiramisu and, as tired as that dessert is, 
this version, with its layers of espresso- 
soaked sponge cake, shards of bitter- 
sweet chocolate and a thick crown of 
whipped cream, was outstanding. 

H Torchio is lovely place to while 
away an hour or so. For the restaurant 
to be more than just a pretty face, the 
menu needs to be edited and the food 
seasoned with confidence. If that hap- 
pens, Fort Greene will have one more 
winner to call its own. 


I dinner 5-llpm, bar fri/sat ll-2am, brunch sat/sun llam-4pm I 

I 440 bergen street (5th ave/flatbush) I 
V 718.230.5925 J 


Torchio' song 

New Fort Greene eatery needs seasoning 


delicious pumpkin cookies. 

On Nov. 15, Smith Street’s 
Provence en Boite (263 
Smith St. at Degraw Street in 
Carroll Gardens) will host its 
annual Beaujolais nouveau cel- 
ebration, featuring a $45 prix 
fixe meal with choices like but- 
ternut squash soup, lamb shank 
and the restaurant’s famous tart 
Tatin. 

That same night, our pal Amy 
Bennett is hosting a Thanksgiv- 
ing wine tasting at The 
Greene Grape (765 Fulton 
St. at South Oxford Street in 
Fort Greene). She’ll be pouring 
six types of American wine, and 
serving it alongside a bird with 


Street m Williamsburg), on 
Thursday and he told GO 
Brooklyn, “It will be like walk- 
ing onto the set of ‘The Godfa- 
ther.’” With Vella’s own movie 
posters lining the walls and a gi- 
gantic photo of him embedded 
into the floor, the actor said, ‘Tf I 
don’t sell any pizza, I’ll make it 
into a museum!” 

On Nov. 13, One Girl 
Cookies (68 Dean St. at 
Boerum Place in Boemm Hill) 
will host a class on how to 
bake an apple pie. Sure it 
sounds nice, but for the $60 en- 
try fee we could buy a pie and 
spend the rest on One Girl’s 


Jean-Jacques and Leslie Bernat of Provence en Boite 


all the trimmings from Jive 
Turkey. If you like what you 
try, you can order a full dinner 
from the restaurant [441 Myrtle 
Ave. at Waverly Avenue in 
Clinton Hill, (718) 797-1688] 
including six bottles of Ben- 
nett’s favorite wines, to feed 
your own brood. 

Meanwhile, at the comer of 
Driggs Avenue and Diamond 
Street in Greenpoint, a new 
brick oven pizza parlor is about 
to open up. If they can manage 
to stay open later than 1 1 , when 
almost everything else in the 
’hood shuts down, we think this 
could be the start of a beautiful 
friendship. 

If you’re in Carroll Gar- 
dens and have the same crav- 
ings, try two-week-old Luna 
Rossa (552 Court St. at Ninth 
Street), an Italian spot with 
pasta, salads, daily specials 
and, of course, brick oven pies. 

And up the street in Wil- 
liamsburg, thirsty locals are still 
waiting for fabled beer garden 
Radegast (113 N. Third St. at 
Berry Street) to open. Tongues 
are wagging that it should hap- 
pen within the next week. 
We’re also waiting on Miran- 
da, a new Italian-Latin spot on 
Berry and North Ninth streets 
rumored to open any day now. 

Got a hot dining tip? 
Drop us a line at Breaking 
Chews@BrooklynPaper.com. 

— Adam Rathe 


In association with Healy Entertainment 


Program support 
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Walt Whitman Theatre at Brooklyn College 

2900 Campus Road, Brooklyn (on-site paid parking available) 


AUTHENTIC DOMINICA 

“Coma Como en . 

(eat like at home) 

Pepper Steak - $9.20 • Paella - $14.70 


CUISINE 
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Lobstertail stuffed with crabmeat - $29.90 


RESTAUR® 


4408 5th Ave. <bet. 44th & 4 sth sts.j (718) 4 
Open 7 days, 6am-midnight • II t III.™ \ 9Z 


BEST MARGARITA IN BROOKLYN | 

Tex Mexican Caisi *j 

Reasonable Prices 
FREE DELIVERY! 

EXICALII 
Restaurant | 

able- for Parties 
St Sunday Branch- _i -a 
in-cludes coiMpIuM-entary drink- ^ 

141 Court Street 

(between Atlantic & Pacific aves) «S 

(718) 625-7370 • mmmm \ 
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Available exclusively at 

Red White 8t Bubbly 


Red White & Bubbly 

Specials on select 
wines and cases are 
available every day! 


By Tina Barry 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

I f we thought places like this 
would open, we might have stuck 
around longer,” my husband said. 
He was referring to II Torchio, an ele- 
gant new eatery that opened on Myrtle 
Avenue. When we lived in Fort Greene 
in the late 1980s, our one option on the 
avenue was bad Chinese ordered 
through a bulletproof window. Neither 
of us imagined that Myrtle Avenue and 
the streets nearby would experience a 
culinary renaissance. 

As real estate developers and land- 
lords in Brooklyn, cousins Frank and 
Peter Costabile were well aware of the 
“new” Fort Greene. The two, who own 
the building that houses their cafe, gut- 
ted a former children’s clothing store 
and, eight months later, opened II Tor- 
chio (Italian for “wine press”). 

By late November, the second stage 
of the renovation will be complete. The 
expansion into the space next door will 
add 40 tables to the 30-seat eatery. 

II Torchio is gorgeous in a rustic, 
Florentine style. The ornate tin ceilings 
are high; tables are well spaced; and 
the floors and long bar reflect the pati- 
na of age one only sees with weathered 
wood. After a serene meal here with 
cosseting service, the noise we encoun- 
tered on noisy Myrtle Avenue came as 

The eatery opened in August with 
chef Charles Giangara (formerly of 
Convivium Osteria in Park Slope) be- 
hind the stove. II Torchio possesses a 
rough-hewn decor similar to Convivi- 

ward country-style cooking. But Gian- 
gara has left. 

The new chef is Mario Maligieri 
who worked in the kitchens of the 
Medici at the Sands Hotel and Casino 
in Atlantic City, New Jersey, and The 
View in Northport, New York. 


211 5th Avenue 
Brooklyn, NY 1 1217 
718-636-WINE 
www. redwhiteandbubbly.com 


Music by Don Sebesky 
& Lyrics by Gloria Nissenson 

Derived from the book by Margery Williams 

Sunday, November 18, 2007 
at 2PM 

All seats $12! 
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Birds of play 

6 The SeaguW flies at Brooklyn College 


By Deirdre Donovan 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

I t was with trepidation that 
I confronted “The Seagull” 
at Brooklyn College in 
Midwood. 

Director Mary Robinson had 
bravely taken the cavernous 
space of the Gershwin Theatre 
and created a theater-within-a- 
theater on its proscenium stage. 

Would Chekhov’s gloom sur- 
vive in such lovable smallness? 

Surprisingly, it did. This inti- 
mate performing space gave a 
warm ambience and soul to the 
beloved classic about love and 
art and invited the audience to 
get up-close-and-personal with 

the actors. 

f ortunatelj . Ro- 
binson seems to 
share the author’s 
own belief that his 
play is a human 
comedy. True, the 
play is awash with 
desperation, heart- 
ache, unfulfilled 
dreams, unrequited love, self- 
absorption and five tons of 
tears. But Robinson shrewdly 
takes the self-dramatization of 
the characters, and then shades 
their one-on-one confrontations 
with superb comic highlighting. 
As a rule, words are not to be 
taken at face value in this play, 
and what you hear a character 
say in Act One may well have a 
reverse value in Act Four. 


THEATER 


Arkadina, Konstantin and Tre- 
plev — who undergo all sorts of 
artistic and romantic conflicts. 
But beyond that broad oudine, 
one should simply tap into the 
pervading mood of the scene to 
fully realize Chekhov’s intent. 

The staging is unfussy, and 
the country-style set seems rem- 


'Sea' plus: Judylee Vivier, 
Roger Manix and Casan- 
dera Lollar in Brooklyn Col- 
lege's production of Chek- 
hov's "The Seagull." 

iniscent of a Bruegel painting. 
Set designer Lilia Trenkova has 
effectively fashioned the stage 
with an imposing wood-framed 
farmhouse against a backdrop 
of motley-colored hills and 
feathery, cumulus clouds. Shift- 
ing from the panoramic view to 
the quieter indoor spaces, I en- 
joyed the intimate look of an 
Oriental mg, a plain dining 
room set, rocking chair and 


regina Opera company 


• VERDI -m Fuliorchestra 

Ktgoletto 


Regina Hall 

1 2th Ave. and 65th Street, Brooklyn 
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• Sports Medicine 

• Hand Surgery 

• Neck and Back Pain 

• Podiatry 

• Pediatric Orthopaedics 

• Physiatry 

• Occupational Medicine 

• Acupuncture 


718-270-2045 
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Sorin’s old-fashioned wheel- 
chair in the later scenes. This is 
simplicity done right, a cozy 
warmth in a chilled landscape. 

This production, by the way, 
features an ensemble cast of 
students — and one professor! 
— from the Drama Department 
at Brooklyn College. These 
fresh-faced actors take bold 
risks and their natural comic en- 
ergy is the real lifeblood of the 
production. Obviously, you 
don’t get the circumspect acting 
skills of seasoned thespians, but 
you will see Chekhov alive and 
well — and laid on with a trow- 
el. There’s no rusting of a clas- 

The acting is mostly good. 
Casandera Lollar plays Nina 
Zarechnaya with a delicate sen- 
suality, and Judylee Vivier is a 
persuasively self-absorbed 
Arkadina. Roger Manix, as the 
famous writer Trigorin, grabs at- 
tention without forcing his tal- 
ent; Chekhov has invested Trig- 
orin with delicate sensibilities, 
and Manix seems quite capable 
of delivering the deep pathos of 
his character. 

The new translation by Paul 
Schmidt, however, is like put- 
ting old wine into new bottles. 
Whereas I feel Schmidt’s trans- 
lation is spot-on in most lines, I 
think he occasionally loses some 
of the poetry found in earlier 
translations. But tomato, to- 
mah-to. Each new translation 
can only expand the dramatic 
reach of this sublime play. 

What makes this production 
touching is that the young actors 
and audience at Brooklyn Col- 
lege embrace Chekhov so readi- 
ly. Chekhov gives them breath- 
ing space — and elbow room. 
What could be a fresher way to 
spend a fall evening? 
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Lutheran Center 


The LUTHERAN MEDICAL CENTER Surgical Weight Loss Institute is 

proud to be the only weight loss center in Brooklyn named a Bariatric 
Surgery Center of Excellence by the American Society for Bariatric 
Surgery, while also holding a Level I Accreditation from the American 
College of Surgeons. 

For some, the lifelong commitment to good health starts with bariatric 
weight loss surgery. Lutheran Medical Center Surgical Weight Loss 
Institute takes a unique approach to treating serious obesity-related 
conditions — lifestyle support. We stand beside our patients all 
the way with: 

• Psychological counseling 

• Dedicated nutritionists and dietitians 

• Personalized exercise regimens 

• Aftercare psychotherapy group sessions 

Lifestyle support and the best weight loss surgical techniques available 
anywhere — you deserve it. And now, Brooklyn has it. 

To find out if you’re a candidate for weight loss surgery or one of our 
lifestyle support programs, please call 1-718-630-RXRX (7979). 


Lutheran Medical Center Surgical Solutions 

Surgical Weight Loss Institute, Lifestyle Support 


Don’t try to follow the plot- 
line too strictly. Chekhov’s 
plays are notorious for being 
described as plodess, convolut- 
ed or simply dizzying. But 
mood is the operative word 
here, and it gradually becomes 
the essential element of the play. 

It helps, of course, to remem- 
ber that the action takes place at 
Sorin’s farm, in Russia, in the 
1890s, and centers on four the- 
atrical characters — Nina, 


Way to go, ‘Willow’ 

Heights play wins a prize , and 
other Brooklyn theater news 


Congratulations to Frank 
Anthony Polito, whose “An- 
other Day on Willow 
Street” was chosen as an 


“Outstanding New Play” by 
the Talkin’ Broadway 2007 
Summer Theatre Festival. The 
show, which fol- 
lows the lives of 
two couples in 
Brooklyn Heights, 
caught GO Brook- 
lyn’s eye way 
back in August. 

On Saturday, Nov. 10, 
Park Slope’s Gallery Players 
will stage a reading of Joe 
Lauinger’s “Michael Arch- 
angel,” followed by a wine- 
and-cheese-fueled discussion. 
For more information, call 
(212) 352-3101 or visit 
www.galleryplayers .com. 

The Israeli Batsheva Dance 
Company will perform 
“Three,” a new work that fea- 
tures a finale choreographed 
to a Beach Boys song, begin- 
ning Nov. 13 at the Brooklyn 
Academy of Music in Fort 

If you’re looking for some- 


thing a bit serious, German 
Expressionist Frank Wede- 
kind’s “Lulu” is coming to 
the BAM Harvey Theater be- 
ginning Nov. 27. The show, 
starring Fritzi Haberlandt, fol- 
lows a woman who, according 
to program notes, is “helpless 
to stop the carnage in her 
wake.” Sounds like our kind 
of girl! For more information 
on “Three” or “Lulu,” call 
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(718) 636-4100 or visit 
www.bam.org. 

On Nov. 14, BRIC Studio in 
Fort Greene will put on “Festi- 
val of Lines.” a multimedia 
performance by Faustin Lin- 
yekula, a playwright from the 
Democratic Republic of the 
Congo. For more information, 
call (212) 924-0077 or visit 
www.briconline.org. 

Got a tip on an upcoming 
show? We want to know! 
Drop us a line at GOBrooklyn 
@BrooklynPaper.com. 

— Adam Rathe 


Quality, Reliable Healthcare For The Entire Family 





Preferred Health Partners 

offers quality healthcare at 
10 convenient center locations 
throughout Brooklyn with one in 
your neighborhood. Most major 
insurances accepted. 


•Bay Ridge Center-740 64th Street 
•Bedford Center-233 Nostrand Avenue 
•Coney Island Center-1230 Neptune Avenue 
•Downtown Center-345 Schermerhom Street 
•Empire Center-546 Eastern Parkway 
•Flatbush Center- 1000 Church Avenue 
•Kings Highway Center-3245 Nostrand Avenue 
•Lindenwood Center-2832 Linden Boulevard 
•Brooklyn Heights Center- 200 Montague Street 
•Brooklyn Heights Center Annex- 195 Montague Street 


HEALTH ALLIANCE YOU 


TRUST... 


www. brooklyndocs.com* 1-888-761 -9088 


Obstetrics/Gynecology • Ophthalmology • Orthopedics • Otolaryngology/ENT • Pediatrics • Physical Therapy • Podiatry • Radiology 
Allergy • Cardiology • Dermatology • Family Practice • Gastroenterology • General Surgery • Oncology • Internal MedicineUrology 


Sat. Nov. 17 & 24 2007 at 7pm 
Sun. Nov. 18 & 25 2007 at 3pm 

Gen Adm.- $20 Senior Citizens- $15 leens- $5 Children- Free TDF/V 
Information Call - 718-232-3555 


Join us for a 
Shabbaton Dinner 

featuring Ari Schonbrun, author of 

Miracles & Fate on Floor 78 

The story of how he and others escaped 
The World Trade Center on 9/ 11 . 


FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 16 
Services 4:20 pm 
Dinner at 5:30 pm 

$30 Non-members 
$25 Members, $10 Kids Under 13 



Congregation B'nai Avraham 

1 1 7 Remsen Street - Brooklyn Heights 
call to reserve (718) 596-4840 Ext.18 
or email ravraskin@aol.com 
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Ice, ice baby 

Iceland Dance Co. spotlights 
contemporary choreographers 
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Continued from page 7 
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Continued from page 7 
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ble improviser. 

“When I met the GuitarBot, 
my first impression was noth- 
ing more than those four rather 



In 2004, Kimura and Gui- 
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Got Lighting? 

We’re New York’s largest lighting store! 




The Victoria Collection 




Stirling Court 


| MURRAY 
| F E I S S 


Normandie Court 

floor lamps • table lamps • lampshades 
repairs • ceiling fans • low voltage lighting 
MIRRORS • TABLES • DECORATIVE ACCESSORIES 



Everything in lighting. . . Discounted! 

1073 39th Street (718) 436-2207 

Ccorner Ft. Hamilton Pkwy) 
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Ice dancing 

Tonight, the Iceland 
Dance Company makes 
its New York City debut 
at Brooklyn Center. While 
we would love it if they 
all would perform in 
swan dresses like Iceland's 
greatest export, Bjork, 
artistic director Katrin Hall 
insists they won't. Read 
more on page 1 1 . 

8 pm at Brooklyn Center for 
the Performing Arts at Brook- 
lyn College (2900 Campus 
Rd. at Hillel Place in Mid- 
wood). $25. For information, 
call (718) 951-4500 or visit 
www.brooklyncenteronline.org. 


November 1 1 

Napoleon 

complex 

Since there's no better 
way to cap off a hectic 
weekend than with a 
night of great music, 
drop into the Brooklyn 
Lyceum for the "Jazz on 
Sundays" series featuring 
the Randy Napoleon Trio. 


November 14 



Thunder 'Clap' 

Clap Your Hands Say 
Yeah hits Studio B 
tonight in support of its 


r* ■ " i 


November 15 

All bets off 

What happens in Brook- 
lyn stays in Brooklyn at 
tonight's Brooklyn Arts 
Council "Cabaret" fund- 
raiser. Cocktails, an auc- 
tion and live entertain- 
ment featuring singer 
Renee Manning, saxo- 
phonist Sam Newsome 
and Vertical Player Reper- 
tory founder Judith Barnes 
(pictured) will add to the 


Openers Quentin Stoltz- 
fus and Delta Spirit will 
warm up the Greenpoint 
crowd for the hometown 
hero headliners. 

8 pm at Studio B (259 Banker 
St. at Calyer Street in Green- 
point). $15 in advance, $17 at 
the door. For information, call 
(718) 389-1880 or visit 
www.clubstudiob.com. 



November 1 6 



Last 'Tengo' 

The club might be brand 
new, but at the Music 
Hall of Williamsburg, the 
talent has only become 
better with age: Yo La 
Tengo, still rocking after 
two decades, headlines 
tonight's show. The three- 
some were playing indie 
rock before hipsters had 
even heard of Billyburg. 

8 pm at the Music Hall of 
Williamsburg (66 N. Sixth St. 
at Wythe Avenue). $25. For 

m usichallofwilliamsburg. com 
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Death teaches Smartmom some life lessons 


S martmom’s 84-year-old 
Uncle Jay died last week 
and she couldn’t decide 
whether to take Teen Spirit and 
the Oh So Feisty One to the fu- 

While he wasn’t a daily part 
of their lives, they did see Uncle 
Jay every year at Thanksgiving 
and at other important family 
events like weddings and bat- 
mitzvahs. 

A real kid magnet, Uncle Jay 
was a lovable guy who liked to 
sing, make pictures and tell sto- 

OSFO would probably re- 
member what a good artist he 
was. He loved to entertain his 
young relatives by drawing 


Mickey Mouse and other Dis- 
ney characters. 

And Teen Spirit would prob- 
ably remember Jay’s stories 
about his cousin, jazz drummer 
Buddy Rich. 

When she told Teen Spirit 
that Uncle Jay had died, he 
seemed very sad. But when she 
asked if he wanted to go to the 
funeral, he looked pained. 

“I hate funerals,” he told her. 

But as far as Smartmom 
could remember, he’d never 

“I went to Uncle John’s,” he 

Fact is, Teen Spirit didn’t actu- 
ally attend the memorial for Hep- 
cat’s Uncle John. But he probably 


heard so much about it that he 
thought he had been there. 

Teen Spirit, like many peo- 
ple, probably just hates the idea 
of funerals and what they repre- 
sent. Death. Loss. Grief. 

What’s to like, really? 

Smartmom gave the matter a 
good deal of thought and decid- 
ed there was no need to force 
Teen Spirit or OSFO to go to 
her uncle’s funeral. 

S o, on what turned out to 
be the Mexican Day of the 
Dead, Smartmom and 
Hepcat went to the funeral of 
her Uncle Jay without their chil- 

Smartmom felt a little funny 
about it. She even felt a little 
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Inc. 


A fully licensed and certified preschool 

LI 2, 3, 4 or 5 mornings, 
afternoons or full days 
□ Spacious Classrooms 
0 Enriched Curriculum 
U Caring, loving environment 


Q 2-4 year old programs 
Q Licensed teachers 
JP Optimal educational equipment 
fl Exclusive outdoor facilities 
□ Indoor Gym facilities 


Part-time spot available for 3 or 4 year old girl 


Call: 230-5255 • 763 President Street (bet. 6th & 7th Aves.) 
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Start at 712 Carroll Street 
RSVP: 718-789-6060 x 6608 
K-4 Open Houses 
Start at 701 Carroll Street 
RSVP: 718-789-6060 x 6608 

Grades 5-12 Open Houses 

Start at 181 Lincoln Place 
RSVP: 718-789-6060 x 6527 


www.berkeleycarroll.org 


guilty (what a surprise). Was it 
disrespectful not to bring them? 
For that matter, was she depriv- 
ing them of an important life ex- 
perience? 

That was a good question. 
Smartmom went to a cousin’s 
funeral when she was about 10 
and she never felt more awk- 
ward in her life. 

Smartmom was terrified of 
death and didn’t know how she 
was supposed to behave. Need- 
less to say, no one explained 
anything. She just sat through 
the funeral and felt plenty weird. 

For years after, she was 
afraid of funerals. It wasn’t until 
her late-20s that she felt a little 
more relaxed. 
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To advertise, call 
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SMART 

mom 


By Louise Crawford 

Last Friday afternoon, a 
large crowd gathered for Uncle 
Jay’s funeral at a Westchester 
synagogue, where two rabbis 
and five family members spoke 
eloquently about this exception- 
al, larger-than-life man. He was 
alternately described as a movie 
star, a superhero, and a mensch. 

Smartmom knew that her 
kids would probably get antsy 
listening to so much talk just 
like she had gotten antsy at her 
cousin’s funeral all those years 
ago. But she did wish that they 
could hear the beautiful — and 
funny — words her cousins had 
written about their father. It 
would probably surprise Teen 
Spirit and OSFO that there was 
so much humor at a funeral. 

That would have been a 
good life lesson. 

She wished that Teen Spirit 
and OSFO could have heard all 


the biographical de- 
tails of her Uncle’s 
life. A leader in every 
sense of the word, he 
was a bom athlete, a 
great storyteller, a 
World Warn soldier, 
respected boss, or- 
ganizer for causes he believed 
in, loving father and grandfa- 
ther, and a devoted husband to 
his high school sweetheart, 
Smartmom’s Aunt Rhoda. 

Did Teen Spirit and OSFO 
know that their aunt and uncle 
attended Madison High School, 
where Jay (Class of 1940) dis- 
tinguished himself in the arts 
and wore number 71 on the 
football team? Later, he went to 
Brown University and became 
a football star. 

S martmom sat childless in 
Diaper Diva’s green Jetta 
as they solemnly fol- 
lowed the hearse and a line of 
limousines to the cemetery, 
where her maternal grandpar- 

She was relieved that her 
children didn’t have to endure 
the burial. 

Death, of course, is a fact of 


life. And it’s not something to 
be ignored by or hidden from 
children. But, yes, OSFO would 
have been troubled by the sight 
of Uncle Jay’s huge coffin being 
lowered into the ground. 

She knew that OSFO would 
probably have way too many 
questions — “Can he breathe 
under all that dirt?” “Isn’t it cold 
down there?” ‘Isn’t it dark?” 

Each mourner placed a pur- 
ple tulip in the grave. There was 
a chill in the air. Smartmom 
looked down at the large, pine 
casket and lingered for a mo- 
ment of unthinkable thoughts. 


from the reality of death. Or 
was she doing them a favor? 

Smartmom wondered that if 
by excusing them from the fu- 
neral, it would actually make 
them more afraid of death and 
the rituals that surround it. 

Later, at the shiva at Aunt 
Rhoda’s, the conversations were 
rich, vibrant, full of life. “What 
are you doing?” “Where do you 


live now?” “Your children, what 
do they do?” 

The voices were loud. There 
was laughter. Stories. Memories 

There was wine and good 
food. Rugelach, cheesecake, 
cookies, dried fruit. Friends and 
family caught up with each oth- 

W hen Smartmom was a 
child, she was sur- 
prised and even em- 
barrassed that people were so 
festive after a funeral. Teen 
Spirit and OSFO might feel that 
way, too. 

But that would be a good les- 

Death is as much a part of 
life as a birthday party. It’s no 
different, really. 

A ritual to commemorate the 

On the way home from 
Westchester, Smartmom decid- 
ed: Next funeral, Teen Spirit 
and OSFO are coming. It’s a 
part of life just like everything 
else. 


PA College: Jews wanted 


‘Where Magical Parties happen! 

• Puppet Shows • Singalongs 

• Caricatures • Face Painting 

• Puppet Making • Balloon Fun 
Doll making • Tarot Readings 
& Crafts • Treasure Hunts 

Call Hfehecca 

(347)385-6705 




718.308.6060 


for Franklin & Marshall College 

Highly ranked Franklin & 
Marshall College is making a 
big effort to enlarge its Jewish 
student population, says Presi- 
dent John Fry. And he is get- 
ting help from some Brooklyn 
sources, like Arthur Wiener, 
owner of 166 Montague St. in 
Brooklyn Heights. 

Wiener is in the process of 


arranging a scholarship fund for 
the college, in honor of his fa- 
ther Paul Wiener, for graduates 
of yeshivas or Jewish day 
schools. Supporting Jewish 
causes is important to Wiener, 
who says he is “sensitive to 
keeping the torch lit,” noting 
that many of his relatives were 
killed in the Holocaust. Be- 
tween Weiner and the school’s 
matching funds, the scholarship 


Rico the Clown 

Ma&ician & Comical Nerd 

Birthday parties and special 


ersity Professor of Speech & Communicat 

71 8-434-9697 
917-318-9092 


DILIGENT PIANO SERVICE 

Tuning - Regulation - Voicing - Reasonable Prices 


Marty pitches 
Camp Brooklyn 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Borough President Markowitz will do his shtick on Thursday 
in Gaphattan to raise money for “Camp Brooklyn,” a program 
that sends hundreds of kids a year to the country to do scavenger 
hunts, take canoe lessons, and tell scary tales around bonfires. 

“I’m quick to trumpet everything that Brooklyn has to offer, but 
every child deserves a chance to get out of the city and experience 
the beauty and transformative quality of nature,” said Markowitz. 
Last summer, the camp sent more than 200 kids on programs like 


may be as large as $200,000. 

Wiener’s two daughters, 
Ruth and Gabriella, attend the 
college. Franklin & Marshall 
spent the summer installing a 
new kosher kitchen and dining 
area, approved by Star K kosher 
certification. The school is also 
preparing to demolish its too- 
small Hillel House (a national 
campus Jewish association) and 
replace it with a larger and more 
comprehensive Klehr Center for 
Jewish Life, to open January 
2009. The Center will host a li- 
brary, a sanctuary and space for 
Judaic Studies classes. It will 
wn kosher kiteh- 


Ruth Wiener, a junior 
Franklin & Marshall, says th 
changes fit her lifestyle. I 

salads and cereal.” Her o 
kosher meals came from 
twice-monthly shabbat dinr 
provided by the Hillel. 

“But this year we have a 


kosher kitchen, and it’s great!” 
she said. “The Hillel also runs 
Wednesday evening programs 
for Jewish kids to get together 
and discuss issues,” but the new 
Center for Jewish Life will 
greatly expand Jewish social 
and study opportunities. 

Additional Brooklyn help 
was found in Rabbi Moshe 
Plutchok of Congregation 
Shaarey Torah in Manhattan 
Beach, who worked with Col- 
lege President John Fry and 
Dean of Students Ralph Taber 
to set up the daily kosher 
kitchen and dining area. 

Wiener donated money to 
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Are you challenged by the behavior of your preschooler? 
Stressed by the demands of raising a child with specit 
Trying techniques that don't work? 

Feeling frustrated? 



i 


We Can Help! 


for more information please call 

718.853.1750 


Services Available Free of Charge 
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Hot issue, cold seats 

Apparently, congestion pricing not a draw 



Not too many people showed up at Thursday night's congestion pricing hearing 


By Adam F. Hutton 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Congestion pricing was the 
hottest public issue when 
Mayor Bloomberg announced 
the traffic-reducing initiative 
this summer, but only about 
100 people showed up for a 
public hearing on the issue in 
Downtown Brooklyn last 
week — and 20 of those were 
elected officials. 

The state’s Congestion Miti- 
gation Commission — the pan- 
el created by Albany in July to 
decide what to do with Mayor 
Bloomberg’s hot-potato — in- 
vited the public to praise, or put 
down, the mayor’s plan at City 
Tech’s Klitgord Auditorium on 
Thursday, but the 800- seat au- 
ditorium was practically empty. 

Though the crowd was 
small, it was polarized, with 
one side in favor of charging 
drivers $8 to get into Manhat- 
tan’s central business district on 
weekdays, saying it would re- 
duce traffic. 

Opponents, meanwhile, said 
the plan amounts to an unfair 

Assemblyman Nick Perry 
(D-East Flatbush) said the 
commission was “stacked with 
proponents of congestion pric- 
ing,” adding that the plan was 
“a wanton exploitation of tax- 
paying New York City drivers.” 

Perry referred to the plan as 
the BAD tax, or the Bloomberg 
Anti-Driving tax. 

Assemblyman Hakeem Jef- 
fries (D-Fort Greene) was also 
critical of congestion pricing. 

“It’s unfair and unjust that 
those who make the least 
should pay the most and those 
who make the most should pay 
the least,” Jeffries said. 

By contrast, the Downtown 
Brooklyn Partnership, a quasi- 
public agency charged with 
stimulating development in 
Brooklyn’s main business dis- 
trict, supports congestion pric- 
ing. 

“As Brooklyn and Manhat- 
tan are linked, so are the issues 
surrounding transportation, the 
environment and our econo- 
my,” said Doug Giuliano, a 
project manager for the partner- 
ship’s policy and strategic plan- 
ning department. 

“This initiative will reduce 
traffic and generate sustainable 
funding for the city’s transit net- 
work. It also ensures that New 
York remains economically com- 
petitive, while improving quality 
of life and the environmental 


health of the city’s residents.” 

Such health concerns are par- 
ticularly strong in neighbor- 
hoods like Sunset Park and Bay 
Ridge, both of which are in the 
path of the smokey Gowanus 
Expressway. 

“Congestion pricing would 
not only help get cars off the 
road, leading to a reduction of 
pollution, but will reduce the 
upper respiratory diseases that 
have settled in the lungs of my 
mom, cousins, aunts, uncles, 
abuelas, abuelos and even my 
little brother,” said 16-year-old 


Joaquin Brito, a youth justice 
organizer with UPROSE, a Sun- 
set Park-based activist group. 

Brito scoffed at politicians 
who claimed congestion pricing 
would be an unfair economic 
burden on drivers. 

“If you can afford to pay $8 
for a venti latte and a cookie 
from Starbucks every day, then 
you can afford congestion pric- 
ing,” he said. 

Some politicians used the pub- 
lic hearing to suggest changes. 
Councilman Lew Fidler (D-Ca- 
narsie) presented his nine-point 


plan — he calls it the “Nine Carat 
Stone” — which includes a .33- 
percent regional payroll tax to 
support mass transit initiatives 
throughout the tri-state area. Fi- 
dler also wants to build a subway 
tunnel to Staten Island (long a 
dream of transit advocates) and a 
cross-Harbor freight tunnel to fur- 
ther reduce traffic. 

He also wants government 
initiatives to bring about hydro- 
gen-powered cars now, “not in 
2017.” 

“We can’t afford to wait,” he 


Boro pols fight fare hike 


By Mike McLaughlin 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Irate Brooklyn politicians are pulling out the 
stops to prevent the MTA from raising mass 
transit fares next year. 

“Brooklyn’s position on this has been very 
clear. . . . Now is absolutely not the time for the 
MTA to raise the fare,” Borough President 
Markowitz said on Monday night before the state 
agency’s public hearing at the Brooklyn Marriott. 

Markowitz delivered the same message earlier 
that day, heading down into the trenches — actu- 
ally, the platform of the Atlantic Avenue-Pacific 
Street station — to dispense anti-fare hike leaflets. 

Markowitz thinks that an increase in the cost of 
public transportation would come at the wrong time 
for commuters. At the same time that the mayor is 
trying to charge drivers $8 to enter Manhattan’s cen- 
tral business district, the MTA would be making it 
more expensive for them to take subways or buses. 

Eighty-nine percent of Brooklynites don’t drive 
to work, according to city statistics. 

The MTA is considering two pricing schemes 


that could begin next year to offset looming budg- 
et deficits. One idea is to raise prices across the 
board to $2.25 per ride, as well as increase the cost 
of unlimited Metrocards by about four percent. 

An alternate formula would establish prices for 
peak and off-peak horns. 

Neither idea is palatable to Assemblyman Jim 
Brennan (D-Park Slope) and state Sen. Tom Duane 
(D-Manhattan), who have drafted two bills to pro- 
vide the MTA with $684 million in public money. 

The first bill , which is very unlikely to pass , calls 
for the city and state to each come up with $323 mil- 
lion in additional operating funds for public transit. 

The other bill would make the state reimburse 
the MTA for the full cost of reduced fares for New 
York City students. 

But the MTA says it can’t wait for Albany to 
vote on the long-shot legislation. It has already 
asked the state for $1 .5 billion for operating costs 
and special projects for the next two years. 

“The MTA made an enormous ask from Albany 
that they have not committed to, so it would be 
unreasonable to ask us to wait again,” said 
spokesman Jeremy Suffin. 


LEGAL NOTICES 


MYRTLE VENTURE LLC; App., for Auth., filed with 
NY Sec. of State ("SSNY") 09/14/2007. Office in 
Kings County; LLC formed in DE on 06/05/2007, 
SSNY designated agent for service of process with 
copy mailed to The LLC, c/o BFC Partners, 325 
Gold Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201 All lawful busi- 


ness purposes. 



SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK COUNTY OF KINGS. NOTICE TO LIENORS TO APPEAR 



NOTICE OF FORMATION OF SECOND HARING 
LLC. Arts, of Org. filed with Secy of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 07/20/07. Office Loc: Kings County. 
SSNY designated as agent of LLC upon whom pro- 
cess against it may be served. SSNY shall mail copy 
of process to the LLC: c/o Davidoff Malito & 
Hutcher LLP, 605 Third Ave., 34th FI., NY, NY 10158. 


Purpose: Any lawful activity. 





Notice is hereby given that an Order entered by the Civil Court, Kings County on the 1st day of 
November, 2007, bearing Index Number N500954/2007, a copy of which may be examined at the 
Office of the Clerk, located at CIVIL COURT, KINGS COUNTY, 141 Livingston Street, Brooklyn, New 

Park Place, Brooklyn, New York 11216. My place of birth is Brooklyn, NY. My date of birth is January 22, 


BAD ART... 



Sam Crees's drunken art masterpiece, "Neighbor" 


Continued from page 1 

Oh, yeah, and that Van Gogh guy. He was messed up a lot! 

To better appreciate the fine works hanging on Freddy’s walls, I got 
pretty damn drunk the other night and pulled out a pen and my reporter’s 
notebook. Through the foggy haze of a pint of Blue Point Toasted Lager 
(I wasn’t so drunk that I forgot that they don’t sell Brooklyn Lager at this 
anti- Atlantic Yards bar), I remembered Teraberry ’s words — “Drunken 
art often goes to the dark place of one’s soul” — and went to the darkest 
place I know: home plate when I was a kid in Little League (pictured). 

Staring back at the abject horror of the memory of that fatal strikeout, 
I switched to Jameson in hopes of broadening my artistic palate. 

But I was still in my own heart of darkness, churning out a reasonable 
Dick Cheney, rifle in one hand and an upraised finger in the other, cursing 
out a smiling Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad (front page). You 
don’t need to drink a fifth of tequila to see that I got Cheney’s crooked 
snarl almost perfectly! 

But still, I was unsatisfied. 

Finishing off the bottle, I 
crafted what I consider my 
darkest, deepest masterpiece 
(right): an angry scrawl de- 
picting the rubber-band-drop- 
ping mailman who has made 
my block a living hell of 
stretchy litter (you don’t need 
an art historian to make sense 
of that; just read my four-part, 
soon-to-be-award-wining series on this devil mailman by clicking here: 
http://www.brooklynpaper.com/ search/?q=rubber-bands) . 

Clearly, my work is ready to hang on the walls of Teraberry ’s sacred 
gallery. But had I learned anything? Teraberry suggested that I was ask- 
ing the wrong question (damn his sophistry!). 

“The question is: did you have fun?” he asked. “A lot of people have 
forgotten that art can be fun. It’s like when you’re in school and you 
doodle when the teacher is talking. That’s the most fun you have with 
your art. But then when you grow up and study art, you’re told that such 
mockery, such juvenile spirit, is somehow invalid. They turn art into 
something pretentious and pseudo-religious.” 

The great drunken artist had achieved that moment of clarity, that 
perfect balance between self-consciousness and unconsciousness that is 
so elusive. Yet he said he was sober. Too bad. 

So we draw on, boats against the current, home back ceaselessly into 
the past. 

I didn’t write that; F. Scott Fitzgerald did. He was a drunk, you know. 

Museum of Drunken Art at Freddy's Bar (485 Dean St., at Sixth Av- 
enue, in Prospect Heights), through Nov. 30, free. Call (718) 622- 
7035 for info. 
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EMPLOYMENT 


.BUILDINGS JOB FAIRS 

280 Broadway, 6 th Floor 


NOW HIRING: Architects, Engineers, and Inspectors 


NOVEMBER 
14 th AND 28 th 

INSPECTORS 
12:00pm to 3:00pm 

Resume & driver’s license required 

ARCHITECTS & ENGINEERS 
4:00pm to 6:30pm 

Resume required 

For more information, 
visit www.nyc.gov/buildings or 
e-mail your resume to 
recruit@buildings.nyc.gov 

NYC Department of Buildings is an Equal Opportunity Employer. 


tonibrudlcfl In-ipt-clor-s- r 

ARCHITECTS el 

||irnt>ing inspector | g p -j-q |l 


Medicaid Representative 

NJ based tompany seeks people 
with experience in customer service, 
social services and/or Medicaid in a 
NYC hospital environment preferred. 
Individuals will work on site ot a NYC 
hospital and in the field to screen and 
enroll patients in Medicaid. Bilingual 
Spanish Required. Two shifts available 
M-F from 8:30 to 5 and S-Thur. From 
4pm -12:30am. Please state desired 
shift and salary requirements. Interview 
will be in NJ! Fax resume to Marta at 

(973)614-0101 


Handy (flank Super 

with valid 
driver's license. 

Fax Resume 

(718)1.97-5988 L47 

EXPERIENCED 

CARPENTERS 

For Renovation Work 

Call Dennis 
(718) 833-1178 


Healthcare Opportunities 

Adult Day Care Center located 
in Park Slope Brooklyn, has im- 
mediate F/T opportunities for: 
Registered Nurse 
Occupational Therapist 
Physical Therapy Assistant 
Experience with geriatric 
patients preferred. Great 
supportive team. Please Fax/ 
Email resume, to: 

Attn: Hedda Venables 
Fax: 718-789-3536 
heddav@nadhcc.com 

EOE M/F L 45 


Help Wanted 


RESEARCH 

SURVEY RESEARCH 
INTERVIEWERS NEEDED 

See our ad in today's paper 
under PART-TIME. 

WESTAT 

Activity Assistant 

Prospect Park Assisted Liv- 
ing Facility has an immediate 
opening for a FT Activity 
Assistant to work with their 
Alzheimer's residents. Hours 
are Thursday to Monday, 

9am to 5pm. 

Please send resume to 
Theresa Hines 
1 Prospect Park West 
Brooklyn, NY 11215 
Or call 718-622-8400 for 


Receptionist /Word Processor 

ENTRY LEVEL 
Mon & Wed 9-4 
Tues & Thurs 10-5 

(718) 875-3167 45 

PART-TIME WORK 

SURVEY RESEARCH 
INTERVIEWERS 
NEEDED 

Westat, a national survey 
research corporation, seeks 
individuals to do local in-per- 

and data collection in Kings 
and Queens Counties for a 
study on health care and medi- 
cal costs. Must attend out-of- 
town paid training in February. 

Part-time position, mostly 
weekend and evening hours. 

keyboarding skills preferred. 

are required; mileage reim- 
bursed. Spanish fluency a plus. 
The pay rate for this position is 
$13.00 per hour. 

Call 877.276.5971, ext. 
702, and mention job 
code PP/MPS/7941 . 
WESTAT 

EOE 


brooklynpaper.ee 


SERVICES 




ThcBusincssStorc.com 

Accounting, Bookkeeping, 

Individual & Corporate Tax Preparation 

718 - 623-6528 

240 Dekalb Avenue, 3rd FI. 

bet. Vanderbilt & Claremont Aves. • FORT GREENE 
(Above 2 Steps Down Restaurant) 

Authorized CT Cl Center « 


■ CLIPandSAVE^ 


ACCIDENTS - Free Consultation 

Personal Attention to your Personal Injury 


• Auto/Bus/Train • Sidewalk/Road Defects E30Jl6 

• Trips & Falls • Building/Stairs £ [' \ 

• Wrongful Death • Truck Accidents / IT v V> •• 

• Construction Accidents “*(•) V* 


Arthur Unterman (718) 643-4000 

26 Court Street, #1806, Brooklyn, NY 


^ Se habla espanol/Consulta Gratis 718-858-2525 ^ 


Brooklyn man falls from ladder 
$1.6 million verdict! 

Bronx man recovers $3 million 
for injuries in construction accident! 

Miller & Campson 

Call 1-866-MY FIRM 1 

Personal injury attorneys 
377 Broadway, 8th Floor NY, NY 10013 

1-212-941-0792 

www.millercampson.com 


Facing Divorce? EM 

Get An Experienced Opinion 
Know Your Rights • Protect Your Property 

3 roperty distribution (pensions, licenses, real estate) ■ Spousal supprt ■ Custody/ 
visitation/child supprt • Separation or Prenup agrmnts • Family Court 

See your Brooklyn Divorce Lawyer 
Flexible Appointment Schedule 

Angela E. Scarlato, Attorney at Law 

16 Court Street, 32nd Floor - Brooklyn 

(718) 522-6118 • www.angelascarlato.com 


LEGAL NOTICES 


Notice of Formation of ALIVE STRUCTURES, LLC. Arts 
of Org. filed Secy, of State (SSNY) 9/18/2007. Office 
location: Kings County. SSNY designated as agent of 
LLC upon whom process against may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to: 153 Freeman Street, 
Brooklyn NY 11222. Purpose: any lawful activity 


Attorneys 


Trusts, Estates, Wills, Proxies 
Free Consultation Available at 

LAW OFFICES OF Peter G. Gray, P.C. 
(718) 237-2023 

Elderlaw • Probate • Estate Litigation • Deed Transfers 
Medicaid Planning • Home and Hospital Visits Available 


189 Montague Street, Brooklyn, New York 11201 


Attorneys ■■Credit Card Prcessing 


LAW OFFICES OF 
NATASHA APPLEWHITE 


ZL ^ 7L 


We Handle ALL of Your 
LEGAL MATTERS 


Family Law • Divorce ■ 
Immigration • 

Will & Estates • Real Estate 
Civil • DUI 

139 Putnam Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11238 

347-406-7862 3i 4 


SOCIAL SECURITY 

DISABILITY APPEALS 
FREE 
OFFICE 

CONSULTATION 
Stewart J. Diamond, Esq. 

OFFICE LOCATED AT 
111 Livingston St., Suite 1110, Bklyn, NY 

(718) 210-4738 


Computer 

JKEk, BASIC classes 
$99 GUARANTEED TO LEARN 

Includes 4 Sessions, 

6 hrs. of Instruction, and 
2 Free Practice hrs. at 
Brooklyn Geek. 


Mfr l F 

GET A NEW TERMINAL FREE... 
and STOP OVERPAYING 
for YOUR PROCESSING! 

Well give you $500.00 if we 
can't beat your current rules! 
Ldmsavings@yahoo.com 

Call Laura Now 917-658-4755 


mm 


- No Court Appearance - 
Child Support ■ Custody • 
Visitation Stipulation Agreement 
Hablamos Esparto/ 

CALL LAUREAN0 & GRAHAM 
718-415-6929 
EMAIL: COROZAL001@YAHOO.COM 


Merchandise Wanted 


|L Bob & Judi's Collectibles 

P LOOKING TO BUY 

FROM COOL FUNKY RETRO 
TO COUNTRY STUFF 
AND FINE ANTIQUES 
ONE ITEM TO ENTIRE ESTATES 

718-638-5770 

21 7 - 5th Ave (Union/Pres. Sts.) 


Miscellaneous 


LOST WALLET 

Contains HPD Shield and ID, 
License, Credit Cards. In 
Williamsburg Area. (Hooper 
and 10th Ave.) REWARD. Call 

(718) 254-8900 
(212) 365-4228 L „ 


ADS WORK! 

Place your classified 
advertisement today and 
watch your business grow. 

Call (718) 834-9350 
The Brooklyn Paper 


SEEKING HOME FOR 
2 BUNNIES - FREE 

Under 1 Year Old. All Black, 
Male Brothers, Very Friendly. 

917-873-1238 L45 
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HOME 

IMPROVEMENT 

CONTINUED FROM BACK PAGE 


© FACE LIFT 
CONTRACTING 

BEFORE AFTER 

Restorations & Remodeling 
Exterior & Interior 

Over 20 Years Experience 

Stripping & Refinishing 
Finished Basements 
Room Additions • Kitchens & Baths 
Tile • Marble • Granite • Ceramic Tile • Painting 
Plastering • Roofing • Siding • Plumbing & Electric 
Ceilings & Floors • Lofts • Apartments • Brownstones 
Residential - Commercial Rubbish Removal 
Design & Consulting 
Exclusive 10 Year Warranty 
Local, Reliable, 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed 


e Buyer D 


To Help You On Your Way 
All Types of Repair Expertly Done 

Ask for George: 

1 - 347 - 724-6540 


Home Improvement Inc 

Interior Roofing Specialist Exterior 


Lie# 1157104 


Jobs are Owner Supervised 
We have been 
' doing a great job 
for over ten years 

718 - 375-8292 


Cee Dee 

PROFESSIONAL 

CONTRACTORS 


Broken or Missing 
Balusters/Spindles 
Weak or Broken Steps 
(Treads, Stringers or Risers) 


Call: 718-893-4006 i 



HOME IMPROVEMENT INC. 

Residential 71S-467-3S41 Commercial 

FULLY INSURED 
NYC HIC LIC# 1175612 


Tiles - Kitchen Cabinets 
Counter Tops - Oak FI 
Ornamental Molding & \ 

- Doors - Custom Clot 
Finished work - Decks 



RENOVATION 

DESIGN • PRODUCTS • REMODELING - 

Residential Remodeling 
Specialists 

Complete Home Interior 
and kitchen remodeling 
License# 1207599 


BEAGLE 


CONTRACTORS 

General 
Renovations 
Interior & Exterior 


718-686-1100 


♦ S&D HOME ♦ 


IMPROVEMENT 




laths 


• Finished Base 
• Custom Made Kitchen 

Free Estimates 


A<5cl Modern 
Renovation 

Drywall ■ Painting ■ Skim coat 
Kitchens • Bathrooms 
• Finished Basements 

FULLY INSURED • QUALITY WDRK 

9 1 7-70 1 -3398 


Timeless Construction 
and Restoration, Inc. 

fine craftsmanship in the 
downtown Brooklyn area. 


Chris Mullins 
P General Contracting ^ 

Roofing • Bathrooms • Kitchens 
Carpentry • All Renovations • Brickwork 

Waterproofing 

Free 7T8-276-„8558 Ured 


Ready, Willing & Able 

Home Improvement, Inc. 
“No Job Too Big or Too Small” 
Kitchens, Baths, Basements, 
Steel Entry Doors, Sheetrock, 
Windows, Painting, Siding, 
Extensions, Roofing & More 

(718) 236-9466 

Lie.# FREE ESTIMATES Insured 
1266064 Office: 6419 Bay Parkway 


Gaudioso 
Contracting Inc. 

Complete Interior 
Renovations 
Licensed & Insured 

You don't pay a dime 
until the job's complete. 
Call Anthony 
718-858-8588 
347-731-4464 
Locally Owned & Operated 



TIB-CUT"! REE 

A Division ofDragonetti Bros. Landscaping 

Visit Our Nursery at 1875 Ralph Ave., Brooklyn, NY 


The Brooklyn Paper • www.BrooklynPaper.com • (718) 834-9350 
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REAL ESTATE 


APARTMENTS 

For Rent 



No Brokers Fees! Browse & List Free! 
All Brooklyn and NY Areas. Studios; 

1 or 2 Bd. Rms. $800-$2000 
Visit www.Sublet.com 
or call 1-877-367-7368 aso 


ONE BEDROOM APARTMENTS FOR 
SENIORS STILL AVAILABLE!! IN OUR 
NEWLY CONSTRUCTED BUILDING 
IN THE FORT GREENE AREA 

Met Council is pleased to announce that we are 
still accepting applications for affordable hous- 
ing rental apartments in our building located 
at 91 Carlton Avenue, Brooklyn. 

For one person, applicants must be 62 years 
old ot the time of application; for two persons, 
the applicant must be 62 and the co-applicant 
at least 55 years old at the time of application. 
Household size limited to one or two persons. 
Annual income range: $31 ,920 - $38,304 with 
an amazing low rent of $750.00 includes gas 
for cooking. 

Seniors will be required to meet income guide- 
lines and additional selection criteria to qualify. 
Preference will be given to New York seniors. 
Only one application per household. 
Applications can be requested by sending a 
self-addressed envelope to: 


91 Carlton Avenue Senior Residence 
c/o Met Council. 80 Maiden Lane, 

21st floor New York, NY 10038 



ATTORNEYS 


Buying or Selling? 

Experienced 
Real Estate Attorney 

Michael S. Gold 

Houses -Condos Co-Ops- 
Contracts Closings ■ 
New Construction Projects ■ 
Refinances 

- Free Consultation - 

Law Offices of 
Michael S. Gold 

One Metrotech Center 
Downtown Brooklyn 

(718)246-GOLD (4653) 


HOUSES 

New Jersey 


Middletown, NJ 

Excellent Condition • 4 Bdrm 
Mother/Daughter, 2 Full EIK, 
Separate Entrances 

$449,999 

Call Sue ©RE/MAX Action Realty 

732-276-9600 ext 224 


Queens 


BELLE HARBOR 
BEACH BLOCK 

2 Family, 2/2 , Basement, 
Garage & Private Drive. 
$499,000. 

WALSH PROPERTIES, INC. 
(718)945-5512 L4 6 


Brooklyn 





z 

Specializing in the Purchases and Sales of Residential Property 


GRAND OPENING ■ SATURDAY, NOV. 10th ■ FREE GIVEAWAYS 

z 

FULTON STREET 

CLINTON HILL 

Id 

LUXURY CONDOS 

LUXURY CONDOS 

n_ 

1 -2 Br. from 390K 

Lr. 1-2 Br. from 449K 

LL 

r\ 

Excellent Loc. 

Excellent Loc. 

u 

BOERUM HILL 

PROSPECT PARK 

Q 

LUXURY CONDOS 

LUXURY CONDOS 

1-2 Br. from 499K 

1-2 Br. from 339K 

Z 

Tax Abated/Low CC 

Tax Abated/Low CC 

< 

AO/ BROKER'S FEE 

■T /O ON ALL EXCLUSIVE LISTINGS 

Cl 

254 Flatbush Avenue 

l (between St. Marks & Prospect PI.) 

/i\ 

(718) 230-7560 (718) 230-7563 FAX 

w 

EMAILINFO@ELADIAREALTY.COM 


We Know Brooklyn Best 

All Points Real Estate 

A full-service brokerage matching property owners 
with prospective tenants and buyers 
Specializing in Brooklyn's Brownstone Neighborhoods. 


Knowledgeable. 25 + years experience. Discretion. If you at 
buying or selling in Fort Greene & Clinton Hill , I can smooth 
the bumps, avoid obstacles and get to the close on time. 


Kathryn Lilly 
Prudential Douglas Elliman 

156 Montague Street 
718-780-8174 

cell 718-614-5542 fax 917-369-2503 
klilly@elliman.com 
www.elliman.com/kal 



Prudential Douglas Elliman [ic.ij® 



COMMERCIAL SPACE II Staten Island 


Park Slope 
Prime Location 

7th Ave vie 12 Street, 600 sq. ft., 
security gates, own heat. 

Good for any business or office. 
Rent $4750.00 
Call Sun 10am-4pm or 
Mon-Fri 9am-4pm 
Slope Realty 718-788-7359 L 44 


Princess Bay 

-NEW HOMES 
2 FAMILY 

BUILDER PAYS 
CLOSING COSTS 


Own-A-Home Realty 
718 227-1600 
CaU Adrienne For Details 
OPAL-RIDGE.COM H 51 


•Brooklyn Heights *Carroll Gardens *Park Slope 
•Boreum Hill ‘Prospect Heights *Fort Greene 

•Cobble Hill ‘Clinton Hill ‘Bed-Stuy 

•East Williamsburg/Bushwick. 


Check out our inventory: ALLPOINTSRE.COM 
All Points Real Estate 
80 Livingston St. (near Court Street) 

(718)858-6100 


1 hour from NYC. 

Contact Brian Glynn at Weichert Realtors 908-507-7694 



Over 100 Services on our 
Classified & Home 
Improvement Sections 


ADVERTISER RESULTS PROVE 
OUR YELLOW PAGES DELIVER 
MAJOR RETURN ON INVESTMENT 



A.mfea&5ad-DF 


III? w FAu-t* 


TiJ^g4T 


NEW 

NASSAU 

DIRECTORIES 

OUT 

THIS SOMMER 


Ambassador YeUowPa ges 

the right direction in yellow pages 

FIND OUT ABOUT COST EFFECTIVE PRINT & ONLINE AD PROGRAMS 

CALL 212 - 564-3945 NOW 

www.AmbassadorLocal.com 




Bronx 




1,1,'MHd 


BROOKLYN EDITION 


CLOSING 

SOON! 
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IMPROVEMENT 


Appliance Repair 


EXPERT REPAIRS 

All Makes and Models 

• Refrigerators • 

• Air Conditioners ■ 

■ Washers & Dryers ■ 

■ Stoves & Ovens ■ 

Call Benson (646) 246-6240 


* Leinster * 
Contracting 

Asbestos & Lead Abatement 
Spray on Fireproofing 

Contact Liam Hogan 

(718) 651-9100 

Lie #05-0086 INSURED 


AWARD WINNING / LICENSED 

ARCHITECT & 
INTERIOR DESIGNER 

• From Conception to Completion 
Residential, Commercial, Manufacturing 
Alterations & New Buildings 

■ Realistic Estimates & Time Schedules 

General Contracting 

• Expediting Approvals & Permits 
Departing of Buildings & Landmarks 

■ Zoning Analysis & Property Potential 

Martin della Paolera 

ARCHITECT 

65 Saint Felix St. B'klyn NY 11217 
TEL (718) 596-2379 

martin@mdpardiitects.com 


Bath Tile & Kitchen 


John 

Costelloe 


Specializing in tile jobs - large and small. 

John Costelloe (718) 768-7610 


VASILIOS GIOUSOS 

WOODWORKING 

Hi Tech Kitchens • Bookcases 
Radiator (overs - Furniture 
Call Billy 718-522-0338 
68 Jay Street, Brooklyn 11201 
Monday - Friday lso 

Carpentry Plus 


SOLUTIONS INC. 


Heating Fireplace Cleaning & Repairs 
Gas & Oil Violations Corrected, 

718-762-9200 


Cleaning Services 


Move Out/Move in Clean-up 

7l1£SM165 

Sunshine 
Cleaning Service 

Commercial & Residential 
Free Estimates 
718-408-2621 
licensed 347-645-4084 insured 


Bathroom & Kitchen Tile 


Why Replace When Vou Can Restore? 

R&JUVENRTE YOUR BATHROOM 

• Expert Refinishing of Bathrooms, r — — — — n 

Wall Tile, Sink & Floors I <OE A£E ■ 

• Refinished Like New & Ready to D 43 w" , 

use in Just 24 Hours i Any Service I 

• TAKES ONE DAY! *- -■ 

PREMIER BATHS, INC. 

1-866-399-8827 


uuuiu.premierbothsinc.com for Specie! Savings 


"Don't Spend Lots oi Money To Replace Walkways" 


BEFORE 


JL 


AFTER , 


GRIND RAISED CONCRETE PROFESSIONALLY! 

• Avoid Lawsuits/City Violations • Lirensed & Insured 

• Easier Snow Removal • Satisfartion Guaranteed 

W ALKWAY grinding C O 

<7 Your Inexpensive Trip Hazard Solution 



CUSTOM DECKS FROM START TO FINISH 

www.1800983deck.com • 1 -800-983-DECK • 71 8-227-2629> 8 


We understand how hard it is to find a 
great electrician who values your time. 

job, not by the hour 

Our trucks are stocked with thousands of parts, 

> 90% of the work is done on the spot. 


It before 1980 


Christopher John Call 718-389-9898 
Electrical Inc. www.ChristJon.com 


Cleaning Services 




718-279-3334 L31U 

Richards Cleaning Service 

Residential & Office Cleaning 
First 3 hrs. only $40 

718-265-2804 

marirc6@aol.com 


P^— N A M — - 

f DEMOLITION 
<& EXCAVATION 
Hassle Free Rubbish Removal 


FREE ESTIMATES.'! ^ 

www.NMDemolition.com 

(718) 965-8024 


DECKS 

by Bart 


m 

ROOF • GARDEN • TERRACE 
Free Estimates 
Call Bart: 

15+ years experience 

We build year round 
Plan Ahead 

(718) 284-8053 
800-YES-4-DECK 

Design AssisL/Archit. Enginr. 


Heron Construction 

Specializing in Carpentry, 
Drywall, Painting, Title Work 
and Window Surfaces 

Call (718) 450-1851 

x: (718) 277-1963 E: Heron80eaol.com 
Fully Insured ■ Lic#1 252474^ M 


Custom Doors 

ESE Amighin Architectural Inc. 

Ha THE BEST ANTIQUE SALVAGE DOORS AND MORE 



‘Your front door is the statement of the person who lives there. 


■ 116 3RD PLACE, BROOKLYN NY 

■ 92 PROSPECT PLACE, BROOKLYN NY 

■ 102 WILLOW ST. BROOKLYN NY 

■ 223 WYCKOFF St. BROOKLYN NY 


■ 355 4th St. Brooklyn NY 

■ 379 4TH St. BROOKLYN NY 

■ 418 13TH ST. BROOKLYN NY 

■ 445 54th St. BROOKLYN NY 



Visit us online at www.BrooklynPaper.com 


Gardening 


G&E 

^actors Incorporated ' 

Design, Installation and Maintenance 

Urban Garden Specialists 
(718) 922.2900 


ALECTRA Inc. 

Have an electrical problem? 
No job too big, no job too small! 
Call me. Anthony llliano 
Licensed electrician 

718-522-3893 


JOHN E. LONERGAN 
Licensed Electrician 
(718) 875-6100 
(212) 475-6100 


Floor Maintenance 


EXPRESS 

Hardwood Flooring 

•Installation ‘Repairs 
•Scraping ‘Sanding 

24 Hr Svc • Fully Insured 

FREE ESTIMATES 

Call Mike 
(917) 881-1728 


Cherry Valley Flooring 

Installation & refinishing all hardwood 
flooring. Installation of carpet, 
linoleum, VCT, ceramic & stone tiles. 
www.cherryvalleyflooring.com 

(718) 271-4919 

luisad@cherryvalleyflooring.com 


* Kells * 
Wood Floors 

Hardwood Floors Installed & Repaired 

• Custom Colors & Designs 

Free Estimates INSURED 

Call Phillip (347) 531-6156 



Gardening 



...growing with ideas 


design & maintenance 
from rooftops, terraces 
gardens & containers 

Visit our Shop: Tue-Sun 
479 Atlantic Ave 
(646) 489-5181 
www.gardendig.com 


- “T Prepare Your Garden 
' ■ For Next Season! 

Garden Service, Spring Bulb 
Planting Now, Fall Maintenance, 
Fertilization, Clean ups, Brown- 

71 8-753-9741^ q 


Handyman 


CALL NED 

Plastering • Sheetrock 
Ceramic Tile • Carpentry 
Cement Work • Painting 
Wallpaper • FREE ESTIMATES 

71 8-871 -1504 A3104 


KBM Handyman Services 

TMUwg r °Decks ^Windows 



(718) 763-0379 


Iron Works 


IRON WORKS 

Free Estimates 

Window Guards Gates 
Cellar Doors & Repairs 

718-602-2819 

www.ironworkny.com 


Kitchens 


■aiMil^lOLOGYLLc 

...creating a perfect kitchen 

kitchenologyny.com 
Showroom at 421 2 Third Avenue 

(718) 965-4900 3i38 


Home and Office 
Security by 

All Security 
Locksmiths 


I Did you know that All Sec 
Locksmiths is locking up e 
B rooklyn? 


■A 


Locks • Alarms • Gates 

I EMERGENCY SERVICE I 
| ANY DAY, ANY TIME | 

Lie # 650428 
We cover all 
of Brooklyn 

718-435-9055^ 


Movers (Licensed) 



TIP 

TOP 

MOVING 


Local & Long Distance 
Expert Packing & Crating 
Competitive Rates 
On time pickup & delivery 
Free Consultations & 
Estimates 

718 484-7514 

tiptopmoving@yahoo.com 
NYS DOT # 36694 


A-1 JAYS WAY 
MOVING 

Family owned and operated for 
3 generations. For the lowest 
rates and best quality moving 

Experienced & Reliable. 

2149 E. 72nd. St DOT#32149 

718-763-1435 



We do last minute jobs! 
Expert packers 

TOP HAT MOVERS 


718-965-0214 • 718-622-0377 
212-722-3390 A31-03 


ARIK J. MOVING & STORAGE 

SPECIAL LOCAL RATES 
3 Men w/Truck $69/Hr. 


Licensed & Insured tgg Q| 

wwwArikmoving.com 
Toll Free 877-668-3186 
212-321-MOVE 
US DOT #130966 


Painting 



Painting 
$100 per room 

From $100. Reliable & Clean. 
Quality Fences & Firescapes 

Days: 1 (917) 371-7086 
Eves: 1 (718) 921-2932 


SUNSHINE L “ 
PAINTING RESTORATION 
COMPANY 

25 YEARS 

CUSTOMIZED SERVICE 
INTERIOR • EXTERIOR 
Licensed & Insured _i, 

(866) 748-6990 

www.sunshinepaintingny.com 

also online of biooklynpaper.com 


CertaPro Painters 


Residential. 
Commercial. Interior. 
Exterior. 

You don't pay a dime until 
the job's complete. 

718-858-8588 

347-731-4464 

Call Anthony to schedule 
your free estimate. 
Locally Owned & Operated 


Painting 


Interior Master Painter 

Specializes in Skim Coating 
Taping - Plastering 
Quality Work • Dependable Service 

No Job Too Small - Free Estimates 

347-623-1578 ^ 


AIVIKKICAIN 
F-/V ■ FN'I’i CX G 5 - 

Low Price 
Clean Job 

Fast Service t. 




References 
Free Estimates 

718-439-7309 


i 


3-LLPi j p 

P Interiors Inc. 


718.227.1200 

jp@jpinteriors.com 


Established 1995 
-> Fully insured 


www.jpinteriors.c 


Plumbing 


NEIGHBORHOOD 

Sewer 81 Drain Cleaning 
* ID Plumbing 

TUBS • SINKS • MAIN SEWER 
TOILETS • YARD DRAINS 
24/7 • Emergency Service 

745-7727 or 848-5654 


Roofing 


Commercial • Residential ■ Industrial 

B BENSON 
ROOFING 

Home Improvement ■ Specializing in Roofs 
. Rubberized Roof - SBS Cold Process 
■ Sbingle Roofs ■ New Roofs ■ Gutters 
■ Leoders • Skylights • Roofing ■ Repoir 
. Wolerproofing ■ free Estimates 
All Work Guaranteed 
■fully Insured- Lie 11 5908 
1747 E. 3rd St., Brooklyn, NY 1 1 223 
Tel 718-382-4449/Cell 917-535-3506 


Fox Roofing 
& Restoration 

New Roofing • Patching • Coating 

Fox can save you MONEY by 

Cool air in the Summer 
Call For a FREE Estimate 

1-800-945-5562 

□CENSED INSURED^ 


Schwamberger 

Roofing 

All Roofing, Rubber, Leaders, 
Gutters Skylights. 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 

License #0831318 

718-646-4540 

2nd Generation Roofing 


Rubbish Removal 


J&C Demolition 
Rubbish Removal 
Free Estimates 
Fully Insured 
Contact Carlo 
718-775-4171 

GREG'S EXPRESS 
W RUBBISH REMOVAL 

We Do All The Loading & Clean-Up 
Office, Home & Yard Clem-Ups 
Single Items To Multiple Truckloads 

Commercial Stores Welcome! 
Demolition 
All Size Containers 
Serving the Community 
Member Brooklyn Chamber of Commerce 
Prompt & Professional • 24hr - 7 days 

(866) MR-RUBBISH 

(866) 677-8224 
CELL 917-416-8322 
Lie: BIC-1180 Fully Insured 
10th year with The Brooklyn Papers 

mH«B W31-25 


EVERGREEN TREE & 
SHRUB INC. 

Tree removal, topping, prun- 
^grinding.^ucket truck. 
Free estimates. 

Call Carlos 888-727-3235 



Free Estimates 


Perfect Touch 
Decorators 


718-263-8383 

30 yrs experience • Serving the 5 Boros 


Windows 


Time to Wash Your Windows 

Gusto Window 
Washing 

Have the professionals do it 
at a reasonable rate. 

Contact Donel 

646-295-5668 A44 


To advertise on 
this page, call 

(718) 834-9350 ext 109 


CONTRACTORS 
ON PAGE 15 



ZAV PLUMBING, HEATING S AIR CONDITIONING 

24/7 EMERGENCY SERVICE 
Residential WWW.zavplumbing.com Commercial 
Plumbing: Water Heaters, Faucets, Toilets, 

Gas or Water Leaks, Water Meters & RPZ Assembly 
Annual Inspections & Violations Removed 
Heating & Air: Boilers, Furnaces & Air Conditioning 
Installed & Repaired, Controls & Trouble Shooting 
Radiators Installed & Repaired 
Radiant Heating Expert - Free Estimate *31-03 

Insured 718 332-8511 LIC#2011 


Don’t Even Think 


About choosing a Plumbing, Heating & AC 
company without checking the following 


Make sure of: 

Service Hours: vigilante 
has true 24 hr Service 
Warranties, Guarantees 
& Satisfaction Policies. 

We have the best in the business 
1 00% Satisfaction Guaranteed 


Billing Procedure. 

No surprises, we charge by 
the job, not the hour 

hwU JITE 

(718)522-6111 



Windows II Wood Stripping 


Time to Wash Your Windows 

Gusto Window 


Washing 

Have the professionals do it 
at a reasonable rate. 


Contact Donel 
646-295-5668 



7 REPLACEMENT 

WINDOWS & REPAIRS 

Repair ALL TYPES of 


Reasonable Rates 

Call 718-227-8787, 


STRIPPING 



ADS WORK! 

Place your classified 
advertisement today and 
watch your business grow. 

Call (718) 834-9350 
The Brooklyn Paper 

| brooklynpaper.com | 


Rubbish Removal 


RUBBISH REMOVAL 

Affordable & Hassle-Free 


Same Day 
Clean-Up! 


Free Estimates 
24 Hour Service 


fs -Attics - Yards - Demolition 
Containers A vail able ( 1 0-40 yards) 
www.gregsexpress.com 


GREG’S EXPRESS 

Save the Planet. Recycle. 

1 -866-MR-RUBBISH 



FIVE STAR CARTING INC 


RESIDENTIAL & 
COMMERCIAL 


Serving All 
of NYC 


• Carting & Garbage Removal 

• Clean-Outs • Roll-Off Service 

• Shredding/Record Destruction 

• Construction Debris Removal 

718 349-7555 
































































